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PREFACE

A critical study of the Bibar 1nscriptions will reveal to us as
to how they are an 1ndispeasable source of our history. With-
out these our knowledge would have remained inadequate. It
was 1n the absence of these inscriptional records that the
European writers 1n the early minstesath Century described
India as Jacking 1n historical source material. It 1s true that
their untiring labour brought into light vast treasures from
beneath the earth and a structure of historical knowledge was *
raised  With the passage of time, heaps of inseriptional and
other records in the shape of Coins, seals, terracottas and
potteries  were unearthed and a farther superstructure
was raised. The history of Bihar, ,once the history of Ind:a,
was not written evea then and no serious attempt was made.
In course of my study of the subject, I felt the ne »ssity of
having a handy volume dealing with the important 1 iptions
of Bihar and the present work 1s a result of mv _onsistent
effort for the last few years on this subject ]

To prepare a comprehensive volume dealing with all the
inscriptions, hitherto discovered, 1s a task which reqaires seve-
ral years for its successul compilation and I, therefore, thought
of a modest scheme and the selection has been made out of
imgportant ruling dynasties, Oanly the texts have been ngen‘
‘here, Till now there was not a single work on Bihar ins-
criptions and I thiak that if this humble work of mine, tbnugh;
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not an exhaustive list but a fairly representative one, succeeds
in removing the long-felt want, I shall consider my labour

amply rewarded.

I am fully conscious of my Iimitation and there’s no way
out but to crave the indulgence of my learned readers The
views, expressed 1 the introduction, are tentative so far ag
certain mterpretations are concerned and I am always open
to correction In the preparation of this volume, I have
received ungrudging help from a large number of my friends
and wellwishers and I shall be failing 1n my duty 1f I do not
acknowledge their help with gratitude My thanks are due
to Dr. K K Dutta, Patna University, Srt N. A, Gore, Librarian
Bombay Branch of thg Royal Asiatic Society, S11 Harikishore
Prasad of the Gaya Museum, Prof, Tarkeshwar Nath Sinha
of T N J. College, Bhagalpur, Dr. R S. Sarma of Patna
College Prof Surendra Prasad and Jagdish Prasad Karna
B. A (Hons), St G D. Chakravarti, Principal Murarka
College, Sultanganj, and Sri 8. N Singh, Principal G. D.
College, Begusarai, and Drs. B. P Sinha and Upendra Thakur
of the Patna Umiversity deserve my special thanks for their
kind encouragement. I am also thankful to my wife, who
has prepared a major portion of the maniscr; pt for the press.
Drs. P.K Gode of Poona and A. S. Altekar of Patna have
always helped me 1n all my endeavours.

Or. D.C. Sircar, M A,P R S, Ph. D, Superintendent
of Epigraphy, Government of India, Otacamund, one of the
greatest epigraphists of India, has laid me under a deep debt
of gratitude by contributing a Foreward to this volume With.
out his parental care the work would not have seen the Iight
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of the day. He has also supplied me with a number of ins-
criptions, discovered and edited by him, and 1t was at his initia-
tive that I took up the present work 1n hand.

Inspite of my best care, the printer’s devil has found its
way 1n this book I have reframmed from giving details
about every inscription as footnotes, because they are already
there whence I have taken. For the convenience of my
readers, I have given a short introductory note on almost
all important 1nscriptions, collected i this volume, and have
tried to maintain the chronological order In the Appendix,
the geographical names associated with these inscriptions have
been discussed A short history of Indian Epigraphy 1s also
there Even then I believe “To err 1> human, forgiveness
is devine”.

Ramanavmt Radhakrishna Choudbary.
1958.



FOREWORD

The early history of Bihar 1s one of the most glorious
chapters of ancient Indian history and the contribution of
ancient Bibar to Indian civilization 1s c¢-nsiderably more re-
markable than that of most other parts of the country

i Videha, which comprised parts of North Bihar and the
Nepalese Tarai and was also called Mithila after 1its capital
situyated at the site of modern Janakpur a few miles beyond
Bihar’s northern boundary, was the earliest Aryan settlement
n Eastern India It was from this area that Aryanism spread
over other parts of Bihar as well as over Bengal, Assam and
Orissa. The names of king Janaka of Videha and his protege
Yajnavalkya are famous 1n the early history of Indian philoso-
phy., Mithila or North Bihar continued to be one of the
greatest centres of learning m India t1ll the mediaeval period
when 1t attracted students from different parts of East India,
especially Bengal.

According to tradition, a mighty line of rulers flourished
in Magadha (the Patna-Gaya region of Bihar) with 1ts capital
at Girivraja (modern Rajgir 1n the Gaya District) before the
middle of the sixth century B C. It was founded by Briha-
dratha, son of the Ched: king Uparichara Vasu. The greatest
monarch of the dynasty was Jarasandha whois said to have
been regarded as one of the most powerful among contem-
porary rulers especially of Northern India.

Of the sixteen Mahajanapadas or Great States that are
believed to have flourished 1n different parts of India during
the latter half of the sixth century B C, at least three were
situated 1n modern Bihar These were the Magadha and
Anga (the Monghyr—Bhagalpur region of East Bihar) king-
doms and the Vriji-Lichchhavi republic in North Bibar with
its capital at Vaisali (modern Besark 1n the Muzaffarpur Dis-
trict). In the same period Bihar was the field of activity of
the great founders of both Jainism and Buddhism. Of these,
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Jamism 1s still one of the principal religious faiths of India,
while Buddhism 1s even now the dominant {force 1n the religi-
ous life of many of the countries of Asia.

The expansion of the Magadha kingdom began from the
time of Bimbisara (circa 543—491 B C) who conquered Anga
and built the new capital city of Rajagriha in the suburbs of
old Ginivraja  His son Ajatasatru (cwrca 491-452 B C) con-
quered North Bihar and humbled the power of the king of
Kasi-Kosala in the Eastern U P Udaym (circa 459-443
B. C), son of Ajatasatru, founded the city of Pataliputra near
modern Patna during the fourth year of his reign Magadha
now became one of the two dominant powers of Northern
India, her only rival being Avant1 having its capital at Ujjayim1
in Western India  Sisunaga (circa 411-393 B C), who had
been origmnally the Magadban Viceroy at Varanasi and later
occupied the throne of Girtvraja, conquered Avanti, His son
Kalasoka (circa 393-365 B C) transferred the capital «f
Magadba, now an extensive empire covering wide areas of
Northern India, permanently to Pataliputra

Under the Nanda dynasty (circa 343-321 B, C), founded
by the powerful M ahapadma, the Magadha empire extended
from the borders of Assam 1n the east to the Beas river 1n
the west and wide regions of South India were 1ncluded 1n 1t.
The empire reached 1its greatest extent during the rule of the
Maurya dynasty, founded by the mighty Chandragupta (circa
321-297 B C) with the help of Kautilya, Chanakya or
Vishnugupta, the celebrated authority on the science of polity.
Chandragupta extended his power over the valley of the Indus
which he freed from the vestiges of Greek occupation under
Alexander of Macedon. Shortly afterwards he succeeded in
securing parts of modern Afghanistan and Baluchistan as the
result of a contest with Seleucus, founder of the Greek empire
of Western Asia. During the reign of Asoka (269-232 B. C.),

%grandson of Chandragupta, the Magadha empire 1s known
to have included almost the whole of South India barring four
small states lying to the south of Mysore and the Chingleput
District of Madras. Maurya Asoka, famous for his patronage
and propagation of Buddhism and his humanitarian works
in and outside his empire in various parts of the world, may
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be regarded as one of the notable contributions not only of
Bihar to Indian culture but also of India to the civilization
of the world.

Asoka 1s known to hav: called himself a Magadhan. But
the early Euiopeans described the emperors of both the Nanda
and Maurya dynasties primarily as the rulers of the Prasu and
the Ga-garidae The Prasu are the same as the Prachyas or
Easterners of Indiaa literature According toa well known
tradition, the name Prachya was collectively applicable to the
peoples of Eastern India beyond Prayaga or Allahabad. The
Gangaridae were undoubtedly the Vanga people dwelling
about the Gangetic delta in the southern part of Bengal, the
foreign name bewng derived from that of their country and
1ts headquarters both named by the early Europeans after the
river Ganga The wmention of the Gangaridae or Vangas,
who were themselves a Piachya people, side by side with the
Prasii seems to suggest that the Prachyas of Bihar and the
contiguous areas including North Bengal and the Gangaridae
or Vangas of South Bengal represented two separate adminis-
trative units of the home province of the Nandas and
Mauryas It may be noted that, 1n the different ages of
history, Bengal was often linked up with Bthar or Bihar with
Bengal This question has to be approached not only from
the administrative pont of view but also from the standpoint
of the cultural unity of the Prachyas The old legend descri-
bing the mythical progenitors of the Anga, Vanga, Kalinga,
Pundra and Subma tribes as couterine brothers pomts to the
erthnic relation between the people of East Bihar with those
of Bengal and Orissa. The Chekichheki dialect of East Bihar
and the Maithili of North Bihar are agam very closely allied
to the dielects of Bengal, Assam and Onssa There 1s also
evidence to show that the Gaudiya alphabet, known to early
medieval writers and now often rather inaccurately called
Proto-Bengali, was popular as far west as the Patna region
of Bihar till the late medieval period The Bast Iadian style
of Sanskrit composition, known as the Gaudi Ruti, 1s the
eommon heritage of all the peoples of the areas in question.
Of the many common elements that are noticzd 1n the different
areas of East India today one of the most striking is the food
habut of the peoples, which is characterised by the popularity
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rice and fish, There 18 reason to believe that the Prachyas
were bound together by a common culture and language.

Asoka’s policy of pacifism, coupled with his excessive zeal
for religious propaganda which must have drained the resour-
ces of the empire, led ultimately to the dismemberment of the
Maurya empire, the 1nvasion of Pataliputra by the Bactrnan
Greeks under Demetrius  about the beginning of the second
century B C and the overthrow of the Mauryas by General
Pushyamitra who founded the Sunga dynasty about 187 B. C.
The later Sungas and their succsesors, the Kanvas, appear to
have lost their hold on the Magadha country and ruled from
Vidisa, modern Besnagar near Bhilsa 1n Madhya Bharat.
Soon afterwards Bihar fell within the sphere of mﬂuence‘of
the great Kushana emperor Kanishka 1 (78-102 A. D} who
had his capital at Peshawar During the early centuries of
the Christian era, there flouriched some minor mliag families
in different parts of Bihar and there 1s also a tradition regar-
ding tbe Saka-Murunda occupation of Pataliputra probably
1n the second and third centuries A D

Under the Guptas, Pataliputra again gained the position
of the capital of a vast empire Samudragupta rcirca 340-76
A.D) and his son Chandragupta II Vikramaditya (376-414
A ) and grandson Kumaragupta [ Mahendraditya
(414-55 A D) ruled over the major part of the northern half
of India  The age of the Gupta emperor 1s remarkable n
history for the progress of the Indians 1n all fields of cultural
activity. With the decline of the Guptas 1n the sixth century
the Maukharis established their power over Bihar and the
U. P. Magadha however appears to have been conquered by
the Gaudas of Bengal before the close of that century when
the celebrated Sasanka, who later ascended the Gauda throne,
had been ruling over the area round Rohtasgarh (Sbahabad
Dastrict, Bihar) apparently as the viceroy of the contemporary
Gauda king About the begining of the seventh century, the
Maukhar; king Grahavarman was allied with the Pushyabhutis
of the Eastern Pupjab and probably also with the Bhauma-
Narakas of Assam while he was threatened by a joint attack
led by the Gauda king Sasanka and the “Later Gupta’ king
Devagupta of Malava About 605 A.D., Grahavarman was
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killed and his capital, the city of Kanauj, was occupied by
the Gauda and Malava enemies The Pushyabhuti king
Harshavardhana relative of Maukhari Grahavarman, soon
drove out the Malavas and Gaudas from the U P aad also
ousted the latter from Bihar. These territories now formed
patts of the empire of Harshavardhana who seems to have
placed his ‘Later Gupta’ partisan Madhavagupta (son of
Mahasenagupta whose throne was usurped by Devagupta) in
the viceroyalty of Magadha Tn this age the great monastery at
Nalanda 1n the present Patna District became famous through-~
out the Buddhist world

The ‘Later Guptas’ of Magadha became independont after
Harshavardhana’s death in 647-A. D The greatest Magadhan
king of this line was Madbavagupta’s son Adityasena (circa
655-80 A D). In the flrst half of the eighth century this
dynasty was overtbrown by king Yasovarman (circa 728-53
A. D) of Kanauj, but about the middle of the same century
the Palas of Bengal established their sway over Bihar The
mighty Dharmapala (circa 770-810 A D) conquered the
U. P from his bases in Bihar The early Palas founded the
great Buddhist monasteries of Otantapuri (modern Brharsharif
in the Patna District) and Vikramasila (modern Patharghata
in the Bhagalpur District) and were patrons of the famous
monastery at Nalands In the eleventh century, Bihar became
a bone of contention between the Palas and the Kalachuris
of Dahala (the Jabalpur region) although the latter were ulti-
mately overpowercd and driven out  In the following century,
the Palas lost their dominions 1n Bengal to the Senas and be-
came confined to the southern districts of Bihar. But the
Seras were encroaching upon the estern part of their truncated
kmgdom and the Gahadavalas of the U. P upon 1ts western
part. North Bihar was uoder the Karnatas of Mithila.
They were maintaining a precarious existence till the
close of the twelfth century when Bihar was overrun by the
Turkish Musalmans under Ikhtiyvaruddin Mahammad Bakhti-
yar Khaljt At first the hold of the Muhammadans does not
appear to have spread beyond the tiacts on the banks of Gan-
ges; but gradually they succeeded in ousting independent
Hindu rule from all parts of Bthar

During the Muslim occupation of Bihar, which was over
thrown by the British in the eighteenth century, the most
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‘wemarkable figure in the history of the land was Sher Shah who
rose from the humble position of a Jagirdar’s son to that of
the emperor of Hindustan (1539-45 A D.)

Bihar’s contribution to the freedom movement that gra-
dually developed against the continuation of British rule 1
India 1s quite remarkable In 1947 the British Govt released
India from bondage and soon afterwards India declared her-
self an independeat republic The bonoured position of the
Jirst head of this new republic i occupied by an  illusirions
Bubari, iz, Baou Rajendra Prasad

It will be seen from the above outline that the most remar-
kable part of the history of Bihar, when her gieatest contri-
butions to civilization weie made, relates to th» age prior to
the Muslim conquest of the land about the close of the twelfth
centuty Janaka and Yajnavalkya, Mahavira and Buddha,
Bimbisara and Ajatasatru, Sisunaga and Mahapadma Nanda,
Chandragupta and Chanakya, the great Asoka, the Gupta
Vikramadityas whose glorious activities gave rise to the saga
of Raja Vikram popular in all parts of India, and the Pala
emperors who founded the great Vikramasila and Otantapuri
monasteries and were patrons of the celebrated Buddhist
moras'ery at Nalanda are some of the 1llustrious names that
-endow the early history of Bihar with all-India importance.

Unfortunately Indians of antiquity left no written account
of all their achievements and therefore most parts of ancient
JIndia bave no connected history 1n the sense ancient Greece or
Rome has  The lost history of the most glorious days of the
different areas of India 1s being gradually reconstructed with
the help of information gathered from vartous sources such as
the literary, epigraphic, numismatic, archaeological and moun-
mental records  Of such sources, epigraphic records are the
most important as they have provided material for the major
part of what 1s already known about the achievements of
ancient Indians  This 1s also the case with the pre-Muslim
period of the history of Bihar. By way of illustration 1t may
be pointed out that the account of the Gupta pertod, regarded
by historians as the Golden Age of Indian hsstory, 1s almost
entirely reconstructed on the basis of information gathered
from nscriptions,
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The earliest epigrapbic records discovered in Bihar are
those belonging to the time of the Maurya emperors Asoka
and his grandson Dasaratha Numerous 1nscriptions including
epigraphs on rocks, stone-pillars stone slabs, stone and metal
1mages, copper plates, terracotta seals and plaques, etc,
belonging to the period between the middle of the third
century B C, when Asoka flourished and the end of the
twelfth century A D. when the Turkich Musalmans established
themselves in Bihar, bave been found in different areas of the
land It must hcwever be pointed out that, as the history
of Bihar 1s often intimately asscciated with some other parts
of India, many nscriptions discovered cutside the limats of that
State also throw welcome light on the problems of 1ts history.
As these are exceptionally valuable sources for the study of
both political and cultural history, a collection of the more
important nscriptions founa even 1n a I'mited area 1s expected
not only to be welcomed by all lovers of Indian history but

also to attract young learners to the study of the early history
of the area in question.

We hope that the Selecs Insers ptrons of Bshar by Mr Radha
Krishna Choudhary, Protessor of History, G D College,

Begusara1 (Bihar), will sumulate studies 1n the early history
of Bihar

D C. Sircar
Superintendent for Epigraphy,
Government of India.

Ootacamund,
15th July, 1954,

. S, e, o



INTRODUCTION,

* Piety to the past 1s not for 1ts own sake nor for the sake
of the past, but for the sake of a present so secure and enri-
ched, that 1t will create a better future!™,

Script 1s the embodiment of language and language, the
expression of thought. Paleography 1s the systematic study
of old handwritings It1s as much an ancillary disciplize of
philology as of history. More than any other help to history
1t demands concentrated attention to detail and give scope to
mental alertness®. When and how wrniting came to be prac-
tised in our country, we do not know, Yaska refers toa
number of works and authors known to him3 Vedic
Iiterature was known to Panini even in manuscripts!, Panini
also hints at the use of writings 1n several sigonificant expres-
sions3. Referring to an Iadus valley Seal, Wyesekar suggests
that they are the symbolic representation of the Rigvedic
river go ddesses and that the whole Seal represents the fertility
cult common to the Indus valley and the Vedic civilisations®.
It 1s ikely that some forms of wiiting must have been known
to the ancients. The decipherment of the Indus sciipt will go
a long way 1n solving this problem. Scholars believe that the
shell character predominated between the age of Mohenjodaro
and Asoka Lalitavistara mentions about 64 scripts in Buddha’s
time and Mahavastu refers to about 30 more.

Magadha was the cultural pivot of India in the east and
it was here that the less limuiied method of recording inscrip-

1 Dowey—<“An mntroduction to Social Psychology” (1922) P 21

2 G ] Remetr—© Flistory, tis purpose and method” (1950) P 13-14

3 A.B. Keith—“Hustory of Sanskrit literature” P 423

4 Goldsrucket—“Pawms” P 11r47, Cl—Atharvaveda 19-17

s V S Agarwal—<India as known to Panmim® P 371

6 C K Raja Commemoration volume, P. 428, Cf Altekar ABORI
XXI, P. 291,
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tions throughout India was introduced, The Mauryan period
ushered 1n the incriptional era of India. According to Buhler,
the character of Asoka‘s edicts clearly manifest that writing
was no recent 1nvention m the, 3rd. Century B C Maller
suggests that the close relationship between Asoka and Tissa
makes an importation of Brahmi Script from Magadha into
Ceylon probable! We have continuouns record of Brahmi
inscriptions Buhler suggested that Brahmi was of foreign
origin2, Ojha3, Bhandarkar4,  Jayaswal5, and Tara
porewala, have refuted the theory of the foreign origin
of the Brahmi Script Taraporewala has reasonably pointed
out that a people who could produce such masterly analysis
of their language about 1000 B C (the latest date of the
Pratisakhya o! the veda), had no reason to borrow the symools
from the semitic Script. Inter-relation between speech and

writing cannot be denied at any stage of human develop-
ment 7,

All ancient records, either on stones or clay tablets, are
generally of three kinds—1) Donatve, (1) Commemorative and
1) Eulogistic relating to various grants One of the objects that
impelled Asoka to engrave 1nscriptions 1s that they may endure
permanently In Pillar edict v, he says. “This Dbarmalipt
should be inscribed where there are stone pillars or stone tablets
so that they may long endure.” It 1ssuggested that Asokan
inscriptions were first drawn up 1n the 1mperial Secretariat at
Pataliputra and then forwarded to the provincial Governors.
On account of Magadha’s predominant position, the language
spoken there obtained recognition all over India 1n very early
times At the time of Asoka, as the numerous inscriptions
scattered all over India show, the dialect of Magadha must

Ancient Inscription of Ceylon
Indian Paleography Cf—Ditinges—The Alpbabet P 328.
Indsan Paleography—Chapter 1

1

2

3

4 Pasoc—I,u P 305. Orenialic Vol III. P. 493
5 Jhors—VI 188.

6 Pawe—lV. 6z5.

7

J. J. Gelb—A Study of writing (London 19s51.) F. 222,
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have been understood over the greater part of “Indlal. The,

inscriptional age started with an all India outlook and was,
made a reality by Asoka.

The umportance of the study of epigraphy is unquestionable’
and can hardly be gamnsaid A good deal of information,
which we now possess, 1s derived from the study of nscription.
There’s no doubt that 1nscriptions present an age They refer
to spiritual consciousness and 1ntellectual attainments They
supply us with materals not only for the study of history but
also for the history of Indian Kavyas They provide us with
several 1mportant particulars elucidating literary, religious,
social, political, economic and cultural history. The Bihar
inscriptions generaly preach Buddhism, Janism and Braha-
manwm having an accomodating spirit and aim at cultural
synthesis  Asoka and Dasratha granted cave dwellings to the
Ajivikas? in the same spurit as they built the stupas Thr
spirit of toleration and liberalism is discernible through the
ages and we know how a King of Ceylon was permitted by
Samudragupta to ercct rest houses at Bodh-Gaya for the
Buddhist travellers A Buddh-Gaya image inscription of the
sixth Century A. D records the gift by two Sakya mendtcants -
of the statue of Buddhas® Adityasena’s Aphsad stone
inscriptioa 1s one of the most brilhant pieces of Sanskrit poetry.
Short 1ntroductoty notes on the inscriptions are given below.

The Mauryan 1nscriptions are characterised by liberality

of outlook and national thinking In Rock Edict x11, Asoka
says,” ..there should be a growth of the essential

am-ng (men of) all sects. The growth of the essen-
tial 1s power of various kiads. One who honours
ope’s own sect and condemns another sect
..1n order that one may 1lluminate one’s own sect . 1n reality
by so doing injures one’s own sect . concourse 13 therefore

Asokan
1msciptions

1 B.C Law —“Tribes in Ancient India™ (Poona-1943) P. 234.

2 Vide Barabar Cave bill wmseriptions—In  some cases the Words
‘Apvikebs* have been chisclled away 1nthe Barabar and Nagarjung,
caves. Quue likely, this was dore 1nthe ume of Maukhart Ananta-

varman who gave Barabar Cave to Knshna and two Nagarpunt  cayes
to Siva and Parvan

Gupta Inscriptions—p. 228.
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commendable (Samvaya) .Theré may be a growth of mutual
appreciation.” The cultural contents of Asoka’s 1nscriptions
have their motives deep down. The Champaran pillar edicts
of Asoka (Rampurva version) were supposed by late Dr.
Vincent A Smith to have marked the course of the royal road
from the northen bank of the Ganges opposite the capital to
Nepal valley? Lauriya Nandaogarh pillar 1s the only one
of Asoka’s columns which still retains 1ts original capital
Asoka always scrutinised whether he was causing happiness
to his people or not Pillar kdict v stands as a typical instance
of his regulation of piety. In Pillar Edict vi, We find his
anxiety for the welfare and happiness of his people. He says
«Do I scrutinise all congregations..All sects I have hono-
ured”. His dharma. as gleaned through his edicts, consisted
of mercy, liberality, truthfulness, purity, gentleness and good
deeds Omne of his minor Rock edicts 1s at Sasram The
Barabar Cave hill and Nagarjuni cave 1nscriptions record the
grant of these caves 1o the Ajwvikas. From the standpoint
of the history of the Ajivikas, these are very important 2.
These 1nscriptions are the sources of our socio-economic and

cultural history.

The Maniyaramatha flads throw some light on the ancient
culture of Rajgir and other allied sites. A parucular Rajgir
seal from Nalanda contains two Naga figures with

Raygjr snake-hood at their back and it clearly 1ndicates
apscripi1ons  that snakes were worshipped 1o those parts Rajgir
folklore 1s rich with tradition about Yaksa & Naga.
Mahabharata informs us that Maninaga and Svastikanaga
were twin Naga divinities who resided .na peak guarding
Girivraja and were especially worshipped by the people of
Rajgir when there was lack of ramnd. Maniyaramatha
excavations have proved the existence of Snake cult worship,
John Marshall found the traces of Snake worship at the site
as late as 1940 A D. The stupa decorated with beautiful
stucco sculptures represented the matha of Maninaga Both
Svastika and Maninaga were depicted with female Bhagini

t  Asoka p. 120.
2 A. L, Basham—The Ajvikas.
3 Sabha and Adi Parvanas,
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Sumaghdha The fragmentary epigraph on the back of the
sculpture mentions “Manmnaga. Srenika..Bhagimi Sumagdha.
The Giriak mage nscription and the Sonbhandar Cave
mscriptions add  sufficiently to our knowledge about the
history and culture of Rajgir. It’s one of the few oldest cities
of India and was in ancient time the capital of Magadha. Long
associated with the Mahabharat history, Rajgir bad the unique
fortune of being the seat of Buddhist and Jain cultures.

Few Gupta nscriptions have been discovered in Bihar The
Nalanda and Gaya plates® of Samudra Gupta are mutatis mutandis
identical and 1t 1s likely that both of them were
3 Gupta copied from some genuine Gupta grants. Fleet
Inscriptions  has pointed out that the grant can not be
regarded as genuine on the following grounds—1)
in the genealogical portion the adjective of the king 1s 1n
nominative, which shows that the drafter of this inscription
wds copymng this portion from some grant of one of the
successors of Samudragupta, 11) some of the letters are antique,
while others are modern. If the plate be regarded as genuine,
1t 1s puzzlhing why the Secretariat of Samudragupta should
have commutted such a silly error in giving the genealogy of
uts master. They are full of mistakes

The Basarh Seals, discovered by Bloch, mention the
Par sad of Udanakupa, which fact seems to 1mply that local
Parisad did exist. It clearly 1ndicates that the Parisad
still formed an 1mportant element of Hindu polity,
Corporate activity seems to have been the outstanding feature
of all the three aspects of national life—social, economic and
pohtical *  Various officials and Ministers of different grades
are referred to 1o the Basarh Seals> They provide us with
ample infarmation regarding the municipal administration as

TS ﬁsm*ﬁar@@ﬁﬂaﬁﬁnm Vide writer’s article—* Some
aspests of Socio—economic history of N E. India” (320-711)

3 AU FARACATIEIY, TQARSHIAF, a(HqH,
BuETEiaEt, dRgEm saRwfuew, aurafafsatas, fHaa
fegfaeamaias and = 9W AZRETDIFNTARINLFQ |
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well as the economic orgamsation, The term ¢Ranabhanda-
garadhikarana” shows that the department of mulitary finance
was separated from that of civil flnance Almost all the legends
of the Basarh seals have been incoiporated 1n this volume.
The seal inscriptions refer to the corporations or guild of
bankers. It looks as if in those days something like a modern
Chamber of Commerce existed There 1s the total absence of
any distinct symbol of Buddhism oan these seals. Shiva is
mentioned as Pashupati 1n one Seal and as Ananta on two,
combined with his divine consort, called Amba oncs and
Nandeswar: 1a the other 1sscription. The symbol for sun
and Moon occurs

The Bihar stone inscription of Skandagupta 1s no less
important. The Bihar and Bhitari inscriptions of Skandagupta
represent Samudragupta to have performed the Asvame-
dha i right royal epic fashion* This fact 1s corroborated by
Samuaragupta’s gold comns of the Asvamedha type. The
Binar uscription speaks of the erection of a yupa (Line 10).
It records certain shares in the village of Skandaguptavata
and 1a another agrahara, the name of which 1s lost.

This part seems to have belonged to the Saiva form of
woiship 1o 1ts Sakta or tantric developmeat. The record
gives the name of several officers, and tne fact that a village
named after the sovereign speaks ftor itcelf He seems to have
greatly endeared himself to the people of Magadha It repre-
sents him as the occupant of the lmperial Gupta throne imme-
diatly after Kumar Gupta 1.

The Nandapur inscription of the Gupta Era 169 ( =489
A D.) records the purchase of land 1n the wvillage, Jarigo-
yika, by the Visayapat: Chattramaha, presented to a Brahmana
of the Samavedin School and belonging to kasyapa gotra,
an 1inhabitant of the Agrahaia of Khatapurana comprised
in the Nanduvithi, to enable him to perform the five daily
sacrifices. This grant contains important g:ographical mate-
rials. The inscription was discovered 10 a village two miles
north east of Surjagarha 1n the district of MOngby;

y  faQsgERarEat |
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Thus we see that the epigraphic records have been 1nscribed
on metals as well as on other materials. Mention must be
made ot a large variety of silver and gold comns belonging
to this period But the legends on the reverse and obverse
:greatly help us by providing i1mportant clues for the recons-
truction of their history. They also confirm and supplement

the mmformation which wsz gzt from literary sources and
inscriptions *

A distinct stage can be seen 1n the developement of north
Indian alphabet of the Gupta inscriptions The Maukhari
inscriptions  present florid characters of the

(4) Maukhari  northern alphabet and exhibit very markedly the
10SCHPHOR  fylly developed matras The fall of the later
Imperial Guptas comcided with the rise of the
Maukhar: dynasty. Incriptions of Barabar and Nagarjuni Hull
caves disclose the existence of a line of Maukhart Varmanas,
who were the Samanta of Gaya District in the times of the
later Imperial Guptas®. The earliest 1nscriptional evidence
regaiding this clan 1s furnished by a clayseal obtained by
Cunmingham from Gaya contamingthe legend *Motkharinam’3
which may be explained as the Prakrit form of “Maukharinam®
The three Gaya inscrighions record the installation of Saiva
or Vaisnava 1images by Anantavarman. The Nagarjuni Cave
Hull inscription states that the founder of this line was the
tastructor of rulers 1n the duty of the Kshatriya and his son
Sardulvarman was the lamp of the family of warrior caste.
Sardul has been described as the Samantacudamani If the

1 Dt L D Barnett has rightly observed—<The Gupta period 1s 1n the
annals of classica! India almost what the cuclean age 1s 1n the history
of Greece™

2 Pures-The Mauknaris—=It looks as if the Guptas, whose power was gradually
diminishing, were forced to retreat westward giving place to the
Maukhari hings who wete steadily but sutely building up an empire”
cf, C I I —{II Nos 48, 49, 50 teferring to Yajnavarman, Sardul

Varman and Apanta Varman.

3. C II-IIIP 14 cf Mazamdar and Pusalker—“Classical Age”’—the Mau-
khatis claimed to be descended from Asvapati, P 67 referred to in
the Mahabharata as king of Madta 1n the central Punjab”.
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Varman Officer mentioned 1n the Bihar mscriplion of Skanda-
gupta was a chieftain belonging to the Maukhar1 community,
it would appear that they ultimately succeeded as a sovereign
power 1n the recovery of the province with which they had
been formerly associated.

According to the Deo-Barnak inscription, a gift made by
Parmeswara Baladitya Il was confirmed by ¢the presiding
authorities for the time being, viz , Parmeswara Sarvavarmana,,
Parmeswara Avantivarmana, and then finally by Jivitagupta IL.
The fact, that Baladitya’s grant was confirmed by the
Maukbaris, shows the existence of Maukhari power The
mscription indicates the absolute authority of Sarvavarman
and Avantivarman 1n Magadha Undoubtedly Sarvavarmana
and his son Avantivarmana were powerful Kings and ruled
over considerable territory. Their kingdom also included a
portion of Magadha as 1s evident trom the Nalanda seals
On account of the damaged state of the seal, the name of the
son and successor of Avantivarmana can not be read in full.
The provisional chronological table of the Maukharis 1s .—

(1) 1san-Varmana—>550-576.
() Sarva-Varmana—576-550.
(11) Avantivarman—>580-600.

The Bedh Gaya inscription of Mahnama of the year
269 (—588-89), discovered by Cunningham and Beglar
Gaya, does not refer to any king It records the installation
of the Buddhist temple It has been conjectured that
Mahnama of this inscription was the person of that name
who composed the most ancient part of the Pali Mahavamsa.
The Bodh Gaya image iscription of Mahanam records the
presentation of the statue by a Sthavira (named Mahnam),

Seals of Sasanka, Bhaskarvarman, Harshavardhan are
1o less important in the history of Bihar. The Rohtasgarh seal
of Sasanka calls him as Mahasamanta The
5‘5“““]‘“’ Bhas-  Nalanda seals of Bhaskarvarman and Harsha
Arvarman
Harsa and Yaso- d1sclose the genealogy of those two rulers.
varman There’s no room tor any doubt that each of
these rulers held sway over Bihar and excercised some amount
of political authonity. They were all contemporary rulers and
after the fall of Deva Gupta and Sasanka, Harsha was the
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ounly great sovereign of nothern India The Nalanda inscription

of Yasovarman speaks of the magnificence of Nalanda
as described by Hieuntsang

The most important state after the death of Harsha was
that of the later Guptas of Magadha and the records of this
family show that they ruled over a powerful prin-
cipality for nearly a century. The earliest record
gnﬁgﬁ‘;,g,“f“ of this family, the Aphsad stone inscription,
traces 1ts history from the very beginming In all
his 1nscriptions, coming from Bihar, he 1s described as the most
powerful king and the destroyer of the power of his enemues.
The Aphsad sione inscription 1s one of the most 1mportant
sources of the later Gupta history It can also be ranked as
one of the best Kavyas. The Shahpur inscriphon records the
foundation of an image at Nilanda 1n the year 66 ot an
unspecified era. The revival of the Gupta sovereignty was
the glorious achievement of Adityasena, the last great
sovereign belonging to that glorious dynasty

The Aphsad and Shahpur wscriptions, supplemented by
by the Mandar Hill and Deoghar * inscriptions, convincingly
prove Adityasena’s undisputed sovereignty 1n the Eastern Bihar
and the South  After haviug achieved Imperial status, he is
said to havelived to perform the Asvamedha. According to Deg-
ghar nscription, Adityasena built, after s conquest, a temple
costing three lacs of gold tankas..

We know the names of three successors of Adityasena :
(i) Devagupta, (1) Visnugupta and (1) Jivita gupta  They
all continued the imperial titles Of these, probably Jivitagupta
extended the territory of his Kingdom The Deo Barnak
inscription of Jivita gupta IT1s an 1mportant historical docu-
ment It mentions four kings belonging to the last line of the
Guptas and also mentions one Baladitya II of the later imperial
Gupta line. This inscription 1s a charter 1ssued from Gomat:-
kottaka This last Gupta empire was presumably destroyed
by Yasovarman of Kanauj, Lalitaditya of Kashmur,and the
Gaudas The political career of the Guptas end with this last

—

1. Deoghar inseription is said to be in #Maithils character— !
JASB-LII 190-1
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lines of sovereigns Thus end a period of Bibar history whick
progessed unabated for several centuries 1n the arena of ancient
Indian politics and there begins a new epoch with the rise
of the Palas, who again continued to rule over different parts,
for about four centuries The Pala inscriptions have been dis~
covered 1 every nook and corner of Bihar and their numbers
are 1ncieasing daily. With the Palas, we stand on a more solid
ground of epigraphic evidence.

The Pala rulers were devout Buddhists and they granted

toleration to all other sects I wish modern Bihar could

emulate the lolerance and large heartedness of her

7. PalaTnscrip. worthy predecessors like Asoka, Dharmapal and

flons. Shershah. A study of the important Pala inscrip-

tions reveals to us that their official seal bore the

emblem of Dharmacakra and 1nvariably an 1nvocation to

Lord Buddha. The privete individuals 1nvoked the Gods
and spints of their own liking.

The Kesva-prasasti of Dharmapala? (The Bodh-Gaya
inscriptions) dated 1n the year 26, records the establishment
of a four faced image of Mahadeva and the gift
of a tank by Kesava, son of Ujjada. The tank was
excavated at a cost of three thousand Dramas The
Nalanda Copper-plate? records the gift of a village
Uttaram near the village Niguba, belonging to Jambunad:
~Vithy, sifvated 1n the Gaya Visaya of the Nagarbhukti. The
Valgudar 3 scriphien refers to the gift of an 1mage by Ajhuka,
wife of Salo, Dharmapala was the real founder of the Pala
empire as 1s evident from the Khalimpore inscription.

1
Dharmapala

As the Kurkihar bronze images of the Patsa museum
constitute the single largest of their kind extant and thus
offer a unique opportunity of studying the

De\(;;)al Buddhist panthean through the moulder’s art
Pa% " 1n four successive centuries (8—12th ) and also

for a study of the script of the period. Out of

226 images of bronze, 93 are mnscribed. The Kurkihar image

1. Discoveted 1n 1879 A D
2, Excavated by J. A Page 1n 1927.
3. Discoveted by Dt. D C Sarkaria 1950
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inseriptions of the reign of Devapala, dated in the year9,
record the gift of the image to Mallapore by the wife of
Sidbamaka, who was a resident of the Saddhu willage 1n
Vahirvana and seems to have been the village chief The
Hilsa image inscription 1s dated 25 The Monghyr Copperplate *
of the years 33 records the gift of a village 1o Bhatta-
pravara Vihekarata Misra, a scholar, son of Varaharata,
grandson of Bhatta Viswarata The Nalanda Copperplate 2
dated the year 39, records that Dzvapala at the request of the
illustrious Balputradeva, the roler of Suvarnadvipa, granted
five villages, four of which lay in the Rajgriha and one 1n
Gaya Visaya of the Srinagarbhukty, for the comforts of the
Bhiksus and for the upkeep of the monastery at Nalanda. The
four willages 1 the Rajgriha Visaya are Nandivanaka
Manivataka’, Natika and Hastigrama the one in the Gaya Visaya
was Palanaka Balavarmana, who acted as the Dataka, was
the overlord of Vyaghratati-mandala It also gives us a
history of the bdailendra dynasty. The Ghosarwan stone ins-
cription contains an account of Viradeva, son of Indra gupta
belonging a noble Brahmana family and his wife Rajjeka,
who having completed his studies ac Kanishka Vibhara under
the guidance of Acarya Sarvajunasanti, visited Mahabodht
and resided at the Buddhist Vibara of Yasovarmapur. He
recetved the homag: of Dzvapala and got a responsible post at
the Nalanda University and built two chaityas, His another
stone 1nscription has been dis covered at Nalanda

The two Bihar 8uddha mage wscriptions record the conse-
cration of images of Buddha at the monastery of Uuddanda-
(1) pur by a Buddhist monk named Purnadasa
Vf";f}fl':l‘;‘I belonging to the Padikramana vihara (*—Identity
EXA5PE2 % not vet known)

The { Gaya inscription of Narayanpala, dated in the year 7,
records the erection of a monastery for Brahamanas practising
Vi

1. Discovered in 1780 and first noticed 1n 1788 About that time, the plate
disappeared but was tredscovered 1n course of the repairs of Kenwood
House. Vide L, D, Baraett, E I XVIIL, P. 304.

2 TUnearthed in 1921 E. L-Vol XVIIL P.310 H.
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austerity, by Bhandadeva, son of Vappadesva and Ballabhdevi,
grandson of Sthadeva and great grandson of Vam-
deva The 1nscription contains invocation to Visau
in his Narasimh aspect. The Indian Museum
Stone mscriphion, dated in the year 9, records
the gift of an 1mage by Dharmamuitra, a Buddhist elder, balong-
mng to the Andhra Visaya The Bhagalpur Copperplat ,
dated 1n the year 17, records the gift of a village, Makutika
for the wordship of an 1mage of Siva at Kalaspota set up by
the king himself, managed by a committee of the Pashupata
Acaryas, which was situated 1n the Kaksa Visaya of Tira-
bhukti It gives unusually the longest list of officials The
Bihar image inscription, the year 54, records the gift of an

mmage of Parvatit by of Rannaka Uchachaputra Tharuka of
Uddandpur,

(1v)
Narayanopala

The Bargaon (or Nalanda) pillar  inscription. dated 1n the
year 24, records that certain person named Vaidyanath
belonging t% mwercantile community, son of
Manoratha, paid a visit to a temple 1 his reign
The four Kurkihara nscriphions of his reign (dated
1n the year (28, 31, 32—32) record various gifts
of the usual manner They give us the following place names
respectively—(1) Kanchi (1) Apanaka monastery 1a one of
them we find the name of the sculptor, Gopal

(v
Rajyapala

The Nalanda stone image inscription, dated in the year 1,

records the covering with gold of an image of Vagiswart at

Nalanda. The Bodh Gaya mmage mscription

Gg‘;gh i Tecords the gift of image by Dharmmabhima

who  describes himself as Sindhudabhav

and seems to have been known also by the name of
Sakrasena.

Four 1ascriptions of his reign dated in the year 3, 8. 19—19
(v1) Vigrahapala II have been found at Kurkihara. They contain
the usual gift forms.

The Nalanda stone inscription, dated in the year 11,
records a gift by Baladitya, son of Gurudatta, grandson of
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Haradatta, a Buddhist of Mahyana school, residing m
Tailladhaka and an immigrant from Kausambi, after the rest-
oration of a temple, destroyed byfire The

Maé‘l’;‘;%a ; Bodhgaya image mscription dated 1n the year
11, records the gift of two Gandhakutis and the

image 1itself. The Kurkihara image inscription

of his reign 1s dated in the year 31. The Tetrawan Buddha
image 1nscription 1s practically illegible. The Imadpur image
nscriptions dated 1n the year 48, mention the name of Mahipala.

The Gaya Krishna-dvaitka temple tnscription, dated in the

year 15, contains an 1nvocation to Vasudeva and records

the erection of a temple of Janardam, bult by

Ié;ﬁ a1 Viswaditya, son of Sudraka The 1nscription

P was composed by the Veterinary surgeon, Sah-

deva and was engraved by Sattasoma The

larsingha temple Inscription of the same year contains an

mvocation to Laksmi and records the erection of Gadadhar

and few other temples It was composed by Vaidya Vajrapaat
and engraved by Sarvananda

The Gaya Aksayvata temple inscription of year 5, with an

tnvocation to Siva, records the erection of two lingas It was

composed by Vaidya Dharmapani Bihar Buddhdha

7 sz}?a o1 117 Jmage inscription ¥ of the year 13, record the gft

granap by the goldsmith Deheka son of Sahe. The

Bangaon Copperplate nscription 2 1s considerably

wmportant for the history of the Palas. It adds a new name

to the list of the Pala Jaya-Skandhavaras viz, Kanchanapura

yet unknown from any Pala record. The grant says that the

village Vasukavartta in the Hodrey Visya of Tirabhukti was

1. Cunmingham—ASR-III P 121 It was brought to the Indian Museum
m 1895 A D butisnow uatraced This s 1dentified by Late R B
Banerjee as the Brhar Stone smage snscription of Vigrapala 1[I

2 Discovered and Published by Dr D C Sarkar m EI XXIX pp 48 57
Thete are some wrong infotmations 1n Dr  Sarkar‘s introd actoy re-
marks The Kandaba temple of the Sungod was not founded by
a King named Bhaveditya The Sun image 1s called Bhavaditya The

temple of the Sun was made under the orders of King Narasingha
deva of the Oinwara dynasty (IBORS—XX-PL 1-p. 15ff) Gadh
Dih is incorrect, 1t 18 known as Gorho Dih whete not the go/d coms
(as stated by Dr  Sarkar) but some Punchmarked comns were™ dis-
coveged and edited by C. H, Walsh 1n the IBORS.
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granted 1n the name of Lord Buddha with the specified privi~
leges 1n accordacce with the Bhumichchidra-nyaya in favour
of a Brahmana. The donee, Ghantukasarman, was an 1nhabi-
tant of Ittahak or Ituhoka This mnscription also throws
suffii ient light on early social history, especially of Kulimism.
The place names, 1n this plate, are of immense 1mportance
relating to the ancient geography of Bihar It’s true that
various Pala relics have been discovered in different parts
of the present Saharsa district but most of them have been
washed away by the Kosi river I am inchined to behieve that
Vasukaverelta 1s modern Vasudeva village near Bangaon, while
Ittahaka 1s Etaha These two are very ola places containing
ancieut relics of the past Hodrey visaya may be identified
with the modern village of Hard:i in the district of Saharsa.
Hard1 1s associated with the Lorik ballad, which 1s as old as the
first quarter of the 14th Century A D, if not more! The
above 1dentification is open to correction Kanchanapur 1s to
he i1dentified with village Kandaha where that sun temple stands
(I am much obliged to my colleague, Prof Chandramoham
Kban, who helped me 1n ideatifying these place-names) The
Naulagarh image inscription 2 of the year 24 records the erection
of an image. It refers to Krmila Visaya
The Tetrawan scription of the year 3 refers to the gift of
an (mage of Tara by Bhatta Ichchara The Chandimau Bodhi-
sattva Padmapani image mscription of the year
R;‘;{) aa 42, records erection of the image by an 1nhabitant
¥ of Rajgriha, Vanika Sadhu Saharana, son of
Sadbu Bhadulva It contains the usual Budhist
formulae A broken 1nscription of the time of Rampala from
Uren has been included here. We have no 1scription of
Gopala I 1n Bihar
The Bihar Hill image mscription of the year 3 on the
pedestal of an 1mage of the Goddess Sasthi, records crection
of the mmage The Jaynagar image inscription of
MaSZ‘;ﬁ s the year 14 (or 19 7)) records erection of a Budh-
P 1st statue?, The Valgudar inscriphon ¢ of the year
18 records the installation of an mmage of

S K Cbatterjee and Babua Mistra Varna Rafrnakar Introduction
Described and edited by me and reedited by Dr D. C. Sarkar
Cunningham ASRIII 124 No 16 and 125 No. 17

Discovered and Published by D C. Sarkar, E, L. zzviii P 137 ff.

&vom o
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Narayana at Krimila by two Paramavaisnava brothers. The
chief interest of this inscription lies 1n its dating,

The Gadadhara temple mnscriphion has been referred to
Vigrahapala ITT because its writing resembles  The Akshayavat
mscription  Naulagadh wmscription * No 2 has been referred to
Vigrahpala IIT on the same score The Sitala temple inscription
of Yaksepala records the erection of a temple
dedicated to various deities and cf digging a tank
pamed Uttaramanasa. His genealogy 1s given in
the nscription. The Gaya sione inscription of
Govindapala was discovered before the courtyard of the Visnu-
pada temple A lingam 1s to be found at the top of the record.

Some Prgthara inscriptions have also been discovered,
mostly 1n South Bihar, and a copperplate referring to certain

Piatthara grant, 1n North Bibar on the U. P. border They
wscapion  tbrow sufficient light on the extent of Pratihara
dominion 1n Bihar The Gujara King Mahendra-
pala lost no time m following the tootsteps of his father
The prevalence of his authority in the east is proved by the
following 1nscriptions, viz.
(a) Dighwa-Dubauli plate 2
(b) Ramgaya nscription

(c) Ithkhori imscriptions and two other inscriptions from

Bibar He was one of the most powerful kings of the Prati-
hara dynasty

Miscellaneous
Inscriptions

The Gahadawals extended their sway upto Bihar and
controlled a major portion of Anga and Magadha. That was
1n the wake of the dissolution of the mighty Pala

Stray Inscipuon Eyyypire and the establishment of the Karnata
égpl\ﬁ;f:te Kingdoms of Bengal and Mithila The Gahada-
P wals also 1ssued charters and grants in Bihar. The
Maner copperplate of Govindachandra records the grant of

a village Padal: an Maner) 1n charity to a Brahmana named

1 Discovered and edited by me G.D. College Bulletin No 2.
2. I.A. xv-p 112, D, R. Bhandatkar, Epsgrapbc Notes and querries
No 111, JBBRAS-XXI p 405
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Ganeswara Sarman Turuska-danda or Turk’s duty 1s men-
tioned 1n this 1nscription

Jaxgllilghl ba It 1s discussed in connection with the discussion
Insmp,lf;)s of the long standing problem of the Laksman
Sena Era

It records the grant of a village Vanigama, situated 1o the
district of Jambuvsn: by Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraj
(1) Panchobh Parmeswara Mahamandalika Sangramgupta, who
Copperplate 15 described as Lord of Jaipur and the most devout
of Sasgram  worshipper of Mahesvara The donee 1s Kumar-

gupta svamin, a Brahmana of Sandilya gotra, learned 1n
the Yajurveda, and having three pravaras? of Sandilya, Asit
and Devala, son of Krishnaditya and grandson of Rama. who
hailed from Kolancha The record gives an account of the
donor and the mention of the “Gupta Vamsa™ as referring to the
dynasty to which the king belonged 1s suggestive of the fact
that the roval line might have been 1n one way, connected
with the Guptas Late Mr. R D Banerjee 3 thinks that these
local rulers assumed independencs after the downfall of the
Senas and that they were either descended from the Impertal
Gupta or the later Guptas of Magadha The noteworthy

1 Many other plates and land grants by the Gahadwalas have been
discovered 1n different parts of south Bihar The Lar Plates of 1146
A.D prove that the Gahadwala King was staying at Mudgagin
during that year 'The Bodhgaya wnscriprion of  Jaychaudra
(Bandarkars sz No 401) suggests that the Palas wete ditven out of
Caya The Shwabar plate tefers to aland grant by Jaychandra n
PPatna district  For other references cf JASB-XVIII p 81, v p 98
I A-XVIII p 129

2 It would be profitable if some one works on an 1ateresting problem
of epigraphy, viz, the study of inscriptions recording grants of
villages etc  to Brahmanas sumply to acettain the time and manaer
1n which various gotras of Brahmanas and Sakhas of Veda spread
over different parts of Bihar,

3. JBOR §—V,and 1V,
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point is ths mention of Kolancha. It gives us the following
genealogical table —

Yajnesh Gupta
Damodar Gupta
Devagupta
Rajaditya Gupta
Krishna Gupta

[
Sangram Gupta

Ttese kings were Saiva and had bull as their insignia or sym-
bol On paleographical grounds, the inscription has been ascribed..
to the 12th. century A D The quesuon of the identification
of place names 1n this 1nscription 1s not yet settled. It 1s
known to all that Mithila in the 12—13th. century A D. was
under the Karnatas and all sources are unanimous on this point.
Mr Banerjee’s assumption that the local ruler assumed indepen~
dence after the downf. 1l of the Senas does not seem to be
convincing A reference to the fact that the donee came from
Kolancha, which 1s mentioned in the authentic Karikas on
Kulasastras the place, wheace the five Brahmanas came as 1nvi-
ted guests of king Adisur %, 1s a fact to be recokened with. The
donee was granted land 1n Tirabhukti. How is 1t possible
that 1n the tace of the Karnata rulers, a ruler of Jamui (?) or
Jaipur or Jambuvani courd grant land 1o Mithila ? The high
sounding titles no doubt suggest that Sangramgupta held some
very important office and wielded some power in a pari of
Tirhut in the Jaynagar area of the Madhubam Sub-division.
Vanigama (afan@) must have been the name of a village near

1. Adiswca was a king of North Bibar Vacaspati Mishra
flonzished 1 his Court In syg&fgs] (a2 commentary on
Mandanamshras. (fafa{@a%) Vacaspati says “(fastas e,
T 1R{Y SAM (Benares edition P 290).

2 There 1s one Jaynagar in Saharsa and another 1o
Purnea.
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about He might have taken advantage of the weakness of
the Karnatas and would have assumed such high sounding
titles The term “Mahamandalika™ should govern us in
judging his actual official status Most probably he was the
dwisional Commissioner
It 1s a Prasasti of the temple The inscription refers to
(xv) Sultar Firozshah Tugluq and also of Malik Vaya,
’Rlalglf J;“l‘;‘ the representative of the Sultan He was assisted
pSeripHon by Naswruddin

Two Jain 1nscriptions have been added in this Volume.

The so called Simaraon mscriplion of Nanyadeva 1s one
of the most important documents It has been held that
(v) The Karnata (3¢ Whole domain of Bengal and Magadha anti-

Owwara & quitics there 1s not another record with such a
other Mithtla date of marvellous accuracy. It gives us the
Inscriptions  date July 18, 1097 A D 1 The mention of the
(a) Simaraon Saka era confirms our belief that the mntroduction
Toscripticn of {hat era in North Bihar was due to the estab-
lishment of the Karntara dynasty of Mithila.

The second ep graph, referring to Nanyaacva, 1s the Anah-
ratharhi mseription of Sridharadasa, a mrnister of Nanyadeva
and Gangadeva Nanya has been described here
(b)Andhratharb1 as a victor and 1s said to have turred the world
Inscuiption 1nto a second Ksira-Sagar There 15 some differ-
ence of readwg 1n Jha® and Jayaswald On the

basis of this and another mscription (vide Matiahi nscription),
it may be inferred that the w orship ot Yisnu was an mportant
feature of the religious lufe of Mithila If the reading of Jha
be taken as correct, in that case the iascription will throw
sufficient light on the social history of Mithua, because the
term “Naurangabja” will then be taken to mean ‘‘Nauranga
balit Mul” of the Karana Kayasthas of Mithila  This was

1 IHQ—II—p 577 fot details, Upendrr Tha\ar—History of Mithilz—
Chapter V, and my paper 1n the ABOR[-XX Y1 7Y ?

2 P Jha—Mihtls—Tatwa Vimarsa (Not always relable for other
information ),

3 K P Jayaswal—J5ORS—IX His general obsetvations on the
history of Mithila are not free from deficts cf—Winter’s paper—
“The Karnatas of Msthsla” 1n the ABORI of 1954 )
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actually organised 1nto a strong social system by Harasimha-
«deva but it appears that the germ> of Kulinism had come to
stay much earlier There’s no doubt that Sridharadasa had
a long Iite as we fiad nim serving at the court of Laksmanasena
of Bengal ull 1205-6 A D, when he finished his famous
anthology  “SaduktiKarnamrta”  His descendants are still
Living :oday. O’malley observes ‘‘the villagers of Bairiya

claim to be the descendant of Prime-minister Sridhara
kayastha?”

Another mscription 1n the same place and also at Srinagar
1n the Madhipura subdivision of Saharsa district contamns the
legend ““Magardhwaja Yogi-700 . Sir Alekandar Cunningham
took it to be the year of some era and placed 1t 1a the 12th
and 13th century A. D 2 In 1904, Mr Cousins proposed that
Magardhwaja measured his influence by the size of his
following and was the leader of 700 disciples Garrik pointed
©ut that this pigrim was no common mendicant 3 They were
revered by the Visnuites. A manuscript copy of the Haihaya
Ratanpur Kings, who were saivas, recorded the eXistence of a
matha of Magardhwaja with 700 disciples (C. 1114 A. D,)4

The Bheet Bhagwanpur nscription 1s no less important.
Though 1t gives us simply the name of Malladeva, son of
Nanyadeva, it 1s cousidered to be important
(c) Bheet Bhag- hecauge uill now we had no information about
ﬁﬁg‘;’mn him except a casual reference by Vidyapati 1n
of Mallaaeva5 his Purusapariksa Local tradition assetts that
Bheet shagwanpur was bis Capital. The site 1s extremely
rich in archaeological finds but no attempt has been
made to explore this site though the attention of the Govern-
ment was drawn by the present writer.

1 Omalley—Darbbanga Gazetteer—(£907)
2- ASR—XVIIl—43, In Srinagartheie are remains of forts of Raja
Shri Deva  In the Devalai there 1s a Sivaliga
a stone pullar with the faiat 1nscription
3 1bid—XIX—23 Thi tascription has beea found 1n different parts
of U P, Bibar, Orissa, C P and Rajputana
4 Thisinscription 1s generally found on big columns, looking like
big Lingas, 1t may be reasonab'y assumed that Magardhwaja was a
Saiva teacher, having 700 followers all over India
§ Discovered and Edited by me 1a my “The Karnatas of Muthila”,
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It 1s 1mportant in the sense that 1t gives the name of Dhar-
madbyaksa Vardhamana, a distingmished wiiter on
Smriu. and the author of Daadaviveka.
(d) The Mati-  Acoording to this inscription, he was the son of
ﬁf’slcrs,';?:n Bhavesa of the Vilva-panchka family and this
statement 1s supported by his own work ‘“Smritt
fattva-Viveka”. It refers to Visnu worship
(e) Tikeswar It records the erection of an 1mage of Haihatta

temple 1nscrip

’;"s";fa]:‘l’d];;‘°W°Dev1 at the mnstance of queen Saubhagya Devi

1r sceiption
of Karmaditya 1n La-San, 212.

It gives us a definite date of Narasimhadeva, a contem-
porary of Vidyapati. It 1s inscribed on stone doorframes
of a temple dedicated to a suo 1mage csalled
Iggcfaggz?“ Bhavaditya The temple was made, under the
o Nemsimha Orders of Narasimhadeva, by a Brahmana of
deva Vilvapancha  family, named  Vamsadhar
This 1ascription supplies with the names of three kings of the
Omwara dynasty? Bhavasimh, Harisimh and Narasinma.
Narasimha 1s called a follower of Political theory of Maya 3
It 1s dated 1357 or 1375 of an unspecified era
Tnis recently discovered imscription gves the date of
(¢) Bhagirathpur Kansanarayana as L S. 394 (or«03).

Inscripuiond of It records 1nstallation of a temple
Kansanaiayana

Temples at Barantapur and Rhota were built by tne
(b) Barantapur Buddhist probably about 1:00 A D —The
Chandrasthana  Inscription refers to Sarbasimhdeo, adorned
Inscription with every virtue and the joy bestowing moon

- of the lotus-lineage of Buddhesa

1 Edited by Jayaswal—IBRS—XX

2, Writers—“The Ozmwaras of Mith/a”’—]JBRS—XI—Pt, 2, cf—Upendta
Thakur—Mithila—Chaprer VI

3, Cited 10 Kamandaka—VIII, 20, Vide Line 3 and 4 of the 1nsctiption

Tt I qaAd A A
4 Edited by me in the “Journs of Orsentz] Thought’). Nastk—1955, It
could not be published asthe Journal ceased to exist, For other
details, see my arucle 1o the Procoedsngs of the Indian History Congress
(Calcutta session 1955),
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The rematning two inscriptions and the two land grants are
given here simply to show that the system continued as late as
the 17-18th Century A. D. The two 1nscriptions of the
Khandawala dynasty refer to the erection of Siva temples

The Mithila 1nscriptions though not very important for
the reconstruction of political history, throw sufficient hight
on the social and cultural aspect On the basis of these
inscriptions 1t can be reasonably 1nferred that Siva, Visau,
Sakti and Sun were worshipped. Many more 10SCriptions are
sca‘tered all over Mithila and a critical edition of those
inscriptions will succeed 1n sclv'ng many historical problems
We have been able to locate the names of three Sanskrit
poets of Mithila through these mscriptions. These poets were

otherwise known to us through different anthologies 1n
Manuscripts,

There are many problems, indicated by Bihar Inscriptions,
which await further study at the hands of scholars. As st ited
above, the system of land-grants has not yet been scientifically
studied and the question of actual ownership of land 1s still a
mystery How and when feudalism came to stay and 1n what
form 1n ancient India—is a problem that calls for cerious
study Inscriptions give us clue to the expansion of various
Vedic gotras and Sakhas in Bihar The study of kulinism
may be taken up with profit. Certain problems relating to the
administrative set-up have got to be tackled with inscriptions
as the basis of study

Tce most important problem, which 1s still untouched so
far as Bihar 1s concerned, 15 the ancient geography of Bihar.
Inscriptions of Bihar supply us with a large number of plice
names and areas, still umidentiied. The question of the
Capatal of the Palag 1s yet unsolved. We know that Bfhar is
rich 1n Pala records and we bave references to varions Jay-
skandhavaras 10 Bihar, the latest being the Kanchanpur Jayas-
kandavara from the Bangaon copperplate

Out of about 40 inscriptions upto Mahipala I, only six or
seven have been found outside Bihar. There 1s no doubt tha
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Pala’s interests lay more in  Magadla than 1n tleir place of
onigin  The official royal grant, KhalimpurCopperplate?,
was 1ssued from Pataliputra The Monghyr?, Nalanda3 and
Bbagalpur® plates .f Devapala and Narayanpala re¢spect.
vely were 1ssued from Monghyr, while tte Bingaon Copper-
plate of Vigrahapala III wa, 1ssued from Kanchanapur —The
«Jayaskandavara” has been usually translated as a ‘‘royal
camp cf victory’ or ““temporary capital,”
The capital of the  but it should not be forgotien that ¢ Skan-
pala Bmpire dhavara’® has also been used to signify the
capital® It 1s reasonable to surmisethat
Monghyr and Pataliputra were the capitals of the Pala’s
early days of ascendaney and later on Vigrahpala IIf
shifted to the north of the Ganges at Kanchanpur The
records, 1eferred to above, show that Pataliputra and
Monghyr had far greater status Dharmapala, like the
earlier 1mperialists of Magadha, bad imperialist designs
ana 1n his struggle against the Pratiharas and the Rastrakutas,
he needed a centrally situated place Pataliputra, with its unri-
valled imperalistic traditions, must bhave attracted the notice o”
such a mighty emperor It was perhaps Devapala who
transferred his capital to Monghyr  The description of
Mudgagiu 1 three plates, 1ssued from Monghyr, prove that
1t was not a tempotary capital but a_permanent royal residence.
Mudgagir’s association with the Palas 1s confirmed by the
fact that Kakka 1s said to have fought the Gaudas there®.

The Bihar 1nscriptions 1avariably refer to the Krimila Visaya.
Nalanda  lates of Samudragupta refer 10 Krimila Visaya It 1s

EI-IVp 245
I A—XXI p, 243
E I—XVII, p, 324 ff
I A—XV p3og4ff
Montet-williams “Dicttonary’—p 114
Cf- Abbidbanaratnamala—I1lL. 13 1
6 EI—=XVilp 876
7 MASI—No, 66—pp; 53-y4—(1) Krimila Vishaya Kava (cha)la
(1) grame-Vishaya-mahatta
(u1)m Nataswaminah

VAW N =

X x x
' Krimila Vishaya dampradanasya,
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mentioned as a Visaya of Srinagarbhukt: 1n the Monghyr plate
of Devapala. The three Valgudar inscriptions and Naulagarh
inscription refer to Krimila Visava The Rajauna Pundeswari
inscriptron of the time of Nayapala also refers to 1.
Dr. I3 C Sircar holds that this Krimila Visaya was round the
present village of Valgudar Kawai in the Nalanda seals
may be 1dentified with Kawal, fourteen miles west of Valgudar,
The Kaksa Visaya i Tirabhukt:, mentioned in the Bhagalpur
plate of Narayanpala, has not yet been identified and same 1
the case with the Jayaskandavara, Kanchanpur, tentatively
identified with Kandaha, in the Bangaon Copperplate of
Vigrabpala I1I. Many more problems can be taken up for

study on the basis of Bihar Inscriptions, which are coming to
Light daily.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES ON THE INSCRIP-
TION IN THE APPENDIX.

The Sanokhar Inscription of Ballalasena, discovered by Dr.
D. C. Sircar, i1s important because 5t gives for the first tive a
definite evidence in favour of Ballalsena’s 1ule over East
Bihar  Prior to this discovery, we had no solid evidence on
this point though tradition points to the existence of Sena
influence 1n the eastern part of Bihar! The Lai inscription
speaks of a petty chief It records the 1nstallation of an image.
The Kauleswar1 Hill inscription, though partially damaged,
is very important It 1s the first later Gupta inscription dis-
covered i the Hazaribag district and Second of Visnugupta’s
record hitherto discovered? An 1nscribed terracotta plaque
(now 1n my possession) gives a mew place-name “Nagalda~
maka3.” It has got two impression on both the side. It has
also been edited by Dr. D C Sircar.

1 Witer’s, paper—The Karnatas of Msthila 1n the ABORI—XXXV

2 Al these three 1nscriptions have been discovered and edited by Dr,
D, C, Sircar,

3 ls it Modetn ‘Nagdab’—> 1n Begusarat Subdivision,



N N

10
11

12

13
14
15
16

17.
18.

19
20

21.

(25 )
(d) SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Dewey—An Introduction to Social Psychology.
G. J. Renier - History, i1ts purpose and Method.
A B Kenth==History ot Sanskrit Literature.
Goldstrucker— Panmni
V S Agrawal-—India as known to Panini

C K Raja Commemoration Volume
Buhler-~Indian Paleography.

Ojha—Prachin Lipimala

D C Sircar—Select Inscriptions.

A Banerjee Sastri—Inscriptions of Bihar & Orissa.
Muller—Ancient Inscription of Ceylon.

J J Gelle—A study of writing

Diringer—The Alphabet

Fleet—Gupta Inscriptions,

Disalkar —Select Iascriptions

B C Law—Tribes in Ancient India

A L Basham—The Ajivikas.

Pires—The Maukhar:s.

Mazumdar and Pusalkar—Classical Age.

A K Martra—Gaud-lekh-mala

Monier Williams—Sanskrit English Dicwonary

22-24, Smith, Bbandarkar and Mukherjee—Asoka.

25
26

R. D Banerjee—The Palas of Bengal.
R K. Choudhary—G D. College Bulletin Series
No. 1, 2, 3.



(26 )

JOURNALS

1  Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Insutute—
ABORIL

2. Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Res2arch Soctety —
JBORS

3. Journal of the Bihai Research Society—JBRS

4. Indian Antiquary—IA

5 Indian Historical Quarterly —111Q

6, Epigraphia Indica—E]

7 Journal of the Asatic Society cf Bengal—J.ASB,

8 Journal of the Bombay branch of the A S —JBBRAS,

9 Proceedings of the All India Oriental Congress—

PAIOC.
10 Jain Siddhanta Bhaskar—

11 Asnual Report of the Archaeological Survey of India-

12, Memorrs of the Archaeo'ogical Survey of India —



APPENDIX

I—HISTORY OF INDIAN EPIGRAPHY —A
SHORT REVIEW

The collection and study of Indian epigraphical records
began 1n 1784, when Sir William J~nes established the Asiatic
Society of Bengal. Sir Charles Wilkins, for the first time,
brought his profound learnning to bear upon Sanskrit Paleo-
graphy and deciphered several inscriptions H T. Colebrooke
observed—¢ . i the scarcity of authentic materials
for the ancient and even for modern history of the Hindu race
importance 1s justly attached to all genuine monumeuts and
especially nscriptions on stone and metal which are occa-
stonally discovered through various accidents™ (Astatze Resear-
ches—IX 898) In 1785 Wilkins deciphered the Badal Pillar
Inscrsptron and Pandit Radhakant Sharma deciphered the
scription of Chahmana Visalad:va of Ajmer engraved on
Delhi—Sivalika pillar. Mr.J H Harrington discovered the
Nagarjun1 and Barabar cave 1nscriptions of Maukbari Kiag
Avantivarman In 1789 Wilkins read the Gupta Script In
1801 Harrington published a “Book of Drawings and Inscriptrons’
which contaned copies of Inscriptions on the celebrated pillars
of Delhi and Allahabad In 1807, Colebrooke published a series
of mnscriptions and Major Mackenzie published scriptions
on Jain statues at Sravan Belgola, In 1814 Lt Price published
a Sanskrit mnscription of a Chandela ruler. In 1825 H. H.
Wilson published some Sanskrit inscriptions of the rulers of
Kanauj and Delhi In 1828, he published a series of forty-three
sanskrit inscriptions found on Mount Abu. In 1835, Wathen
published two Valabhi copper-plate inscriptions. In 1836,
Prinsep published a longseries of facsimiles of ancient 1ascrip-
tions and this series continued in the volumes of the Journal of
the Asiatic society of 1837 and 1838 Many of the Prakrit
inscriptrons including those of Asoka and Kharvela and of the’
Sanls;knt mscriptions of the Gupta sovereigns were publighed
by bhim

The en'ightened officers continued the work of collecting
inscriptions  both in North and South India® Col Colin
Mackenzie collected mscriptions 1 South India and between
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1796 and 1820, his collection of nscriptions rose to 9000,
Walter Elliot collected more than 6000 Kannada 1nscriptions
Francis Buchanan Hamilton, Walhen, Col. Jacob and Dr.
Bhau Day continued the work of Collection 1n different parts.
Col Todd collected a number of 1nscriptions 1n Rajputana,
To James Prinsep goes the credit of laymng the foundauon
of scientific study of the earhiest Indian 1inscription Wilson,
Masson and Prinsep succeeded 1n the partial decipherment of
the Brahmi script on the Greek, Bactrian and Kshatiap and
Kushana Coimns ( Cunpingham A § R ‘ol I, P 8)
Prinsep succeeded 1n deciphering the Brahmi and Kharosthi
scripis of the Asokan mnscription By his death 1n 1840, Indian
epigraphy suffered a heavy loss The decipherment of
Brahmi and Kbarosth1 Scripts put Indian epigraphy on a
sound foundation  Search for mscriptions continued unabated
and beades European savants, Indian Scholars hke Bal
Gangadhar Sastri, Bhagwan Lal, Telang, Bhandarkar & others
devoted themselves Lo the collection and study of epigraphical
records Drs Buhler, Fleet, Hultzsch, Hoernle, Pargiter and
others helped the growth of Indian epigraphical studies
Periodical reports came to he published. In 1847 Dr Bird
published his learned Volume of the “Cuves of Western India”,
containing cave inscriptions  In 1851, Dr Bratt and the Wash
brothers were employed by the Directors of East 1ndia Com-
pany to copy all the known 1nscriptions from different caves.
The 1mpressions taken by them were utilised by Dr. Stevenson.
In 1866, a volume of Photographic inscriptions for the Kanarese
district was edited by T C Hope. A non-official Journal,
Indan Awisguary, was started 1 1872 and it gave further
stimulus to the study and publication of Indian epigraphical
records b scholars 1 and outside India. The appointment
of Sir Alexander Cunningham marks a milestone 1n the history
of Indian epigraphy His work 1n this'field 1s remarkable It
1s worth noting that his theory of the origin of the Brahmi
Script from the Indus Script 1s now being accepted by a
majonty of Scholars Cunningham planned three volumes of
Corpus  Inscrsptsonum Indicariam 1n the sertes,the first containing
all inscriptions of Asoka the second containing the
inscriptions of Indo-Greek and Kshatrapa King and the
third containing all the nscriptions of the Gupta sovereigns
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and therr feudatories The memorandum of James Burgess n
1881 on the collection and publication of historical 1nscri
t1ons created further interest in Indian epigraphy. In 1881,
!Burgess, with the help of Bhagwan Lal Indraji, publ shed the
inscriptions from Buddhict cave temples of Western India
In 1885, he published bhis “Lis¢ of Antiguarian remarns 1 the
Bombay Presidency > Drs Bhagwanlal Indraj, R. G Bhandar-
kar,J F. Fleet compiled histories of Maharastra, Gujerat and
Karnatak on the basis of epigraphic sources. Bhagwanlal
travelled throghout India and Nepal and brought to light a
large number of inscriptions.

A regular section of epigraphy 1n Archaeological depart-
ment was opened in 1883. A separate post of epigraphst
was created Dr J F Fleet was appomnted 101t His study
of Indian epigraphy was characterised by his mastery of
classical and South Indian languages His article in Indian
Antiguary (vol 46) aroused interest in the study of Indian
epigraphy. 1n 1885 Burgess secured the appointment of Dr.
Hultzsch as Government Epigraphist, Burgess started the
publication of a new journal called Epigraphra Indica A
systematic record of epigraphical records began to be kept.
Dr. Fleet’s volume on Gupta 1inscriptions came out in 1888.
Dr Hultzsch started a s eries entitled Sowzh India Inscreptions and
between 1890 and 1903, he published three volumes of the series.
Between 1886 and 1904, Rice and his assistant published twelve
big volumes of ¢ Epigraphia Karnatzea’*. Burnell and Sewell did
similar work 1n respect of Kannada epigraphy. Among the
Todian Scholars, who contributed a 1ot towards the growth of
epigraphic studies, are Drs R G. Bhandarkar, Rajendra Lal
Mitra, Bhagwanlal, K P Jayaswal, R. C. Mazumdar, R G.
Basak, D C Sircar, late N. G Mazumdar, late N P Chakra-
varti, Late R D Banerjee, Late D R Bhandarkar, Profs. D B.
insalkar, H D, Sankalia. Late Venkattya and R. Narsingharya,
D R Sahni, Hiranand Sastri K N Dikshit, K. V. Ayanagar,
Gauri Shanker Ojha, P Acharya, C. R «rishamachari, F. W
Thomas, Luders, V. V Mirashi, and a host of others The servi-
ces of Drs. Buhler and Kielhorn are iemarkable, No Indian
«can forget the devoted services ot Dr Bubler (1837-1898) 1n
the cause of Indology. He was afirst-rate authority on all
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questions of Paleogiaphy and his masterly treatises on “Indzan
Brabm: Alphabess” and Paleography’ are ripened fruits of his
epigraphic studies Buhler and Kielhorn were the first to
diaw the attention of the Indologists to the high lierary value
of inscriptions  Ruhler called Bhagwanlal the path finder 12
the history of Nepal Bhagwanlal finally settled the value of
the signs of the ancient numerical system  His contr}butlons
and study of cave numerals and the mterpretation of Kharavel
inscription, Nanaghat inscriptions, Andhra coins and the
discovery of Mathuia lion Capttal marked bim as one of the
best epigraphist that India has produced

Mushim 1nscriptions were not neglected Denisson Ross
was appointed Honorary epigraphist in Persian and Arabic to
1ssue a Muslim series of the Epigraphia Indica In this field,
the services of Dr Yazdany, Blochman and a host of others
are remarkable Recently Prf Askart has discovered 2
number of valuable muslim 1mscriptions in - Bihar Besides this,
several Indian states brought to lLight valuable epigraphic
materials The papers on important inscriptions contibuted
by Scholars are paturally many and 1n this short compass, 1t 1S
1mpossible to estimate the 1mportance of even a few of them
Varions Indian Journals have published a number of Inscrip-
trons and daily numerous 1nscriptions are coming to hghr. The
Journals, like Indian Antignary, Epigraphia Indica and of other
Institutes, have been serving the cause of Indi.n epigraphy with
the best posstble way and keeping a very high standard of
scholarship  In monographs on some of the most 1mportant
Archaeological places like Sanchi, Bodh-Gaya, Nagarjuni
Kondari etc, special chapters are devoted fo the enumeration
and study of the mscriptions found at those places Publications
devoted solely to inscriptsons were — (1) Corpus Inscriprionsm
Indiarinm, vols 1, 2, 3, (2 Epigraphia  Indica vols 1 to 27,
Annval reports on South Indjan Epigraphy, A1in
Report of the Archaeological survey—(3) Sowth [:1
Inseriptions, vols 1 to 12, (4) Epigraphta  Carnatica, v»>
1to 15, (5) Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica™ (6) Epigrphta Burmaica and
(7) Epigraphia Zelonea etc  Epigraphical publications of greater
Indja by Dr. R C Mazumdar may be 1included 1n this class
Epigraphical series were 1ssued by almost all states i India.
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Volumes containing 1nscriptions of a province or locality have
also been pubashed The folowing publications on lists of
In<criptions deserve notice.

(z) Lust of North Indian Inscriptzons by Kielhorn and revised:
by Dr Bhandarkar.

(2) Lusz of South Indian Inscriptions by Kielhorn,

(3) Last of Brabm: Inscriptzons by Luders

(#) Lusz of Barma Inscriptions by Duroirelle.

() Inscriptions in C P by Hiralal.

(6) Lus# of Jain Inscriptions by Guerinot

(7) Eprtaphs on tombs and monyments 1n different provinCes

(8) List of Inseriptions Copied by the office of the

?;ggermtendent for Epigraphy, Madras, since 1ts inception upto

(9) Subject wndes. to Anuual Reports on South Indian
epigraphy from 1887 to 1936

(z0) Chrorologseal Index: of the Pallava Inseription by Gopalan.

Annual bibliography of Indian Archaeology gives an annual
account of the dircovery and pubhication of inscriptions  The
books of Dr Buhler, Pandit Gaunshanker Ojha, Dr Burnell
and Dr Rajbali Pacdey are 1nvaluable for the study of the
science of epigraphy in India The recent publicauons of C.
Shivamurt’s book on Indian Epigraphy and South Indian
Scrpts 1> a very useful addition

From a brief survey, given above, 1t 1s apparent that no-
where else has epigrapy se1ved history so well as 1t has done i
India. Inscriptions are found engraved on all sorts of objects,
but more commonly on those of metal and stone Iron has also
been used in the Mebraunls Pilar inscriptions Bricks, earthen-
wares, clay tablets, terracottas and even woodwork come 1nto-
play  As'to tue language, Prakrit and Sanskrit hold the field.
The style ranges from simple to highly ornate  Another impor-
tant feature 1s the mention of various eras which were 1n  use
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in different parts of India. Invaluable service has been ren-
dered to the cause of Indian epigraphy and chronoloey by L D.
Swamikannu Pillai, whose Indian Epbemerzes (7 volumes, Madras,
1922) 1s a monumental work and by Miss C Mabel Duff’s
“Chronology of anctent India” and Burgesse’s Chronology of Moaern
India”’. 1hey are very useful for the study of epigraphy. Inspite
of all possible efforts, the Indus valley mscriptions still remain
an enigma The most comprehensive analysis of this sciipt 1s
perhaps that by G. R Huner (Sersps of Farupda and Mobenjpdaro
—London—1934)

Mushim 1nscriptions are 1 Arabic, Persian  and Urdu.
Earliest mosques and temples were decorated with historical
epigraphs 1n Arabic unul the close of the 13th Century Persian
came to be regularly adopted for epigraphical records at the
close of the 13th centuity A. D Muslim artists confined the
outlet of their artistry chiefly to the the art of Calligraphy.
Amongst the most rotable scripts, mention may be made of
Kufic, Naskh, Bihar, Thulth, Nastaliq and Shikasta. Mushm
«epigrapy has also contributed enormously to the reconstruction
-of the political, social and religious history of India
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REFERENCE TO BIHAR IN INSCRIPTIONS
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS VOLUME

The present selection of the 1nscriptions of Bihar
does not contain all the 1nscriptions of Bihar It was neither
desirable nor possible. Only nscriptions of Hinda Kings have
been included in this volume and even among them, only select
inscriptions have been given here That does not mean that
other inscriptions are not rraportant For various reasons some
of them have not been included here. Besides there are various
inscriptions, discovered within and outside Bihar, which throw
a good deal of light on the life and condition of the people.
In<criptions and grants 1ssued from different places also throw
bight on the political and socio-economic history of Binar and

ndturally a passing reference to such inscriptions here seems
necessary

That the Mauryan rulers of Bihar took great interest in
removing people’s distress 1s evident from ther inscriptions.
The solitude of the state for the well-being of the subject,
particulirly, 1 times of distress, 1s vouched for by a Mauryan
inscription at Mahasthan (Bogra-East Bengal) which refers
to the famine relief measures such as the distribution of graim
from siate granaries and advance of loans to the people,

The Hathigumpha inscription 1s one of the most important
sources so far as the history of Bihar 1s concerned. After the
Mauryan period, Kalinga became independent under Kharvela
and the Hathigumpha nscription preserves the political and pha-
lanthropic activities of the Kalinga ruler. It contains the events
of flrst fourteen years of his reign. In the eighth year of his
reign, he sent his army toward the north and sacked the town
of Rajgriha. He defeated the Magadhan King Bahastimitra
and tcok back the image of Jain Tirthankara which had been
brought to Magadha by Nandaraja. He also took away a good
amount of wealth trom Anga and Magadha.
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The recent excavations at Kumbrar have brought to lLight
a good amount of material relating to the history of Bihar.
Besides the discovery of Mawyan pillared hall and other
antiquities of the same age, pottery inscriptions have also come
to light The wiiter of taese lines wae also one of the excava-
tors 1 1951 and 1952 when the famous Aiogya-Vihara was dis-
covered The discover y of the inscription, contamning a refe-
rence to the existence of Arogya- Vihara, 1s remarkable in the
sense that bitherto we had no knowledge about it The
layers show that Pataliputra had a connected history and 1ts
mportance went on unabated tdl the time of the Guptas

There have been various discoveries of our history
Niddbhanpur copperplates of Bhaskarvarman also refer to tae
eastermost limit of Bihar, though scholars are not unanimous
on this point, One of the 1nscriptions of the later Guptas, dis-
ccvered by Dr D C Sircar, (who has also disccvered another
impertant mscriptions in Biharshriff 1n January 1956), throws
1ght on the fact that thewr rule extended upto Chotanagpur
area This 1nscription has been edited by Dr D C Sircar

The Palas were the rulers of Bihar and Bengal and most of
their inscriptions have been i1ncluded and this volume. The
Khalimpur wscription of Dharmapala 1s important for the
study ot the listory of Bihar. The Script of the inscription
may fairly be described as a Magadhan variety of the Nagari
alphabet. Dharmapala, when he made this grant, resided at
Pataliputra Here we have to remember that the Pala rulers
left no stone unturned to look to tne wsll-being of their sub-
jects. Provisions made for the requisites of the Sick, like beds,
mediciaes, etc. 18 recorded 1n the Nalanda 1nscription of Deva-
pala, which 1s only one of the recorded documents attesting to
this kind of philanthrophy .

The family of Yakspal may have laterly found a rival to their
power 1n the Mana princes whose names are available from
the Govindapur 1ascription (Samvat 10 9) of the pcet Ganga-
dhar (E. I-I1I-P 330-42) The origin of the Manas can be carri-
ed back to a much earlier period The Dudbapani rock 1nscrip-
.tion (1n the district of Hazaribagh), written 1n the characters
of 8th century A. D., preserve 1nteresting details regarding
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taree brothers, Udayamana, Sridhautamana, and Ajitmana,
who went on business of trade from Ajodhya to Tamralipti. On
their way back home. they stopped at a villags called Bhrama
asalmali, which belcnged to king Adisinha
The Maras of of Magadha (verse-4-5) Udayamana became
Magadha a favourite of Adismmha who bestowed a
charter on him The people tco were
highly pleased with him and with the approval of the
king made him ther Raja  Subsequently at the request of the
inhabitants of two other willages, Nabhutishachandaka and
Chingata (verse 20 23) be himself placed his two brothers at
the head or their affairs, who were required to agt in subordi-
nation to him  The Manas are never heard of c#fn tll after
about three centuries when Govindapur 1nierisitgn associates
them with district of Gaya  (Western part) Rudramana
1s credited with having recovered his realm from the hands
of his adversaries (verse-24) Perhaps the Manas came into
conflict with Yakshapala It seems that the Manas were on
fizendly terms with the Palas This inscription also throws
light on the socio-economic condition and the feudal set up of
tre age, the lesser chiefs had Iittle more power than tie lords
of the manor 1n medieval Europe, though they claimed the
proud title of Raja In this connection, this inscription is
important becayse 1t illastrates means by which quasi-fendal
system arose’ (The text has been added to this volume)

With the decline of the Palas, scramble for power began.
The Gahadawalas of Kanauja took the opportunity of exten-
ding their authority into the province of Bihar The Maner
plates show that Govindachandra extended his authority upto
Patna by 1126 A D His Lar plates of 1146 A D. state that he
was resxiing at Mudgagiri in that year (E I VIII-P. 98) One
©of his queens was Kumardevi, the daughter of Devarakshit of
Pith1, son mn-law of Rampala’s wuncle, Mathanadeva., The
Sarnath 1nscription of Kumardevi throws an illuminating hight
on the Pith1 Kingdom The Pali plate of Govindachandra 1s
amportant from tl e historical point of view Epigraphic eviden-
ces show that they had some sort of looses way over some parts
of Gaya In aremarkable copperplate inscription i Sans-
krit and Xannada, 1ssued by the Hoysala King Narasingha IIf
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(1279 A D)1t 1s said that the King granted revenues of a
village to the pilgrims of Kast and to god Sriviseswara for the
purpose of enabling pilgrims to Benares (including those
from the whole of Karnatak, Telangana, Tulu, Tirhut, Gauda
and others) to pay off the tax levied by the Muslim Kings,
(Epigraphia Carnatica-XV-71-73) This 1nscription 1ndicates
that the expression “Turuskadanda”, occuring 1n certain Gahad-
wal 1nscriptions meant a levy imposed by Muslim raiders and
rulers (E L. IX 305 XIII 295, XIV. 895)

The actual control of the Senasover Bibar is not yet as-
certaiped and only recently an wscription of Ballalseua bas
been discovered 1in the district of Bhagalpur The fact, that
Lakshmansena made some grants in Gaya, indicates that he
had some sort of loose contrcl over this part  No epigraphic
evidence 1s there to support this view One of the early
historic references to Gayawal (or Gayal) Brahmanas occurs 1n
1n the Saktipur Copperplate of Lakshmanasena in his 6th year
ie 1183 (EI XXI- P211-19) This 1nscriptions 1s also
taken as one of the sources for the study of Lakshmansena
era In this connection the following observations will not be
out of place The Gaya 1nscription of Purushottamsinha, th=
son of Kamadev: Sinha and grandson of Jayatunga Sinha, of
the Kama Country, mentioning Asokchalla the King of
Sapadalaksa mountains, to whom Purushottam Sinha was a
tributary, 1s dated in the Nirvana year 1813 {=1269 A D.—
Fleet in the JRAS 1909, P 347, H C Ray—Dynastic History
of Northern Indta—Vol I-P. 383)  If the dates in the Bodhgaya
inscriptions of Maharaja Asokachalladeva, the lord of the
Khasa Kings of Sapadalaksa mountains, are to be
assigned to the era which began from Lakh mansena’s
death, 1t will be found then that the former was
on the throne in 1234 and 1257 A D. The Gaya 1inscription
shown 1n the Nirvana era will show that he reigned at least
upto 1269. A D —The point 1s controversial and can not be
sa d to be finally settled.

SRR
ey
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I
HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF ANCIENT
BIHAR.

No serious attempt has been made as yet topresent adetaile
study of the Historlexl Geography of Bibar. Stray references
are innumerablein various sources hitherto untapped. A short
note on the historical Geography and som= unsolved pro blems

is apprnded here to facilitate those who want to take up this
work with the help of inscriptions. '

Tie Digvijaya parva of the Mahatharat reveals to us an
interesting study of the gecgraphy of Bitar. The eastern
conquest of Bhimasen refers to “Gandakena”, probably the
region lying rear the Ganduki region. References to Girivraja,
Mithi'a, Mudgagiri :Monghyr) and Chotanagpur are also
found in abundance. The term “Kausikikackchaniya” may refer
to well-known river Kausiki.

With regard to Prasii natior, the Greek writers left a good-
ceal of informa‘ion. According to Strabo, Pliny and Arrian,
the inhabitants of Falibothra were called Presii. (Mcrindle—
““ Ancienr India as described in clissical literatze’’~1901-P 77, 42, note.
3). Strabo speuaks of the Ganges descending fr ym the Himalayas

and on reaching Pray ga, it turns its course eastward to Pali-

tothra. Indicutions are ttere to conc'ude tnat Prasii territcry
of the Greeks included the dominions of Magadha. There is
some force in the fact that Gawguridea of the Greek writers
included a portion of modern Bitar. According to saint-,
Martin, the Ghonghris of Souih Bihar should be regarded as
the remnnants of G angariaee. Martin— Eastern 1di- 11[— 522,
534). They probaktly represent the Rajbansi of Rajmahal hills
and the Mal Paharias of Santhal Parganas. These tribes pro=
bably corresponded to the Malli or Maadei of Megasthenes,
(Pargiter— Markenday Purana P. 333 Ni—; Vava Purane - XLV— 1
123.; Merindle—DMezasthenes and Arrian —P. 139; Indian Antiguary.

‘VI-P. 127 N. These ethnological speculations favour the theory

that considerable portion of the Gangaridae lay in south Bihar,
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According t» Megasthenes, Gangarida: was remarkable for its
vast extent and the largeness of its population. According to
Ptolemy, 8 powerful tribe Maroundae wust have established
itself at the heaa of the Gangaridae delta  The Muaronndae hived
along the eastern side of the upper Gangetic course, and therr
territory, which included Mithila, extended from Gandak to
Mahananda and reached the appex of the Gang.tic d:lta
(Etolemy—edited by S, N Mazumdar Sastri).

Pandu 1s said to have killed Dirgha of the Magadha rastra
and subdued the Videhas of Mithila and the rulers of Kasi,
Subma and Pundra The Pandava hero 1ssaid to have come
to Videha. After conquering Suhma, he overran Girivraja and
then encountered Karna of Anga. Haviag killed the rulzr of
Modagirs, be came into hostile contact with the king of Pundra
and the ruler who dwelt on the bank of the Kausiki Afterwards
he conquered Vanga We have no 1dea about the routes follo-
wed 1n those days. It may be inferred that the place favoured
by nature fast developed 1nto an important centre Rajgriba,
Gaya, Patna and Mithila were connected witn outside and 1t
seems that Buddha must have followed the time-honoured

routes

Rhys Davids has pointed out that there were some impor-
tant trade-routes 1n the Buddhust period (Budabst India—P. 103)
We are acqua.nted with the following mam land routes—(1)
Rajgriha to Gandbar. The route from Rajgriha to Kausambi is
known to us from Buddha’s journey (Challav.gga VII 2 5). (2)
Rajgriha to Pratis thana Via Kausambi (3) R jgriba to Kusi-
nagar through Pataliputra, Vaistali, Kusinagar and then to
Kapilvastu, Sravasti and Kausambi~(4) Videha via Kashmir
to Ganahar, (5) Magadha to Sauvira, (6) Champa to Tamra-
ipty, (6) Mithila to Champa, (7) Mrthila to Kapila and
Indraprastha, (8) Champa to Varanasi via Pataligama.
Tamralipi was an ancient port  Mababbamsa (XIX 5) 1oforms
us that a branch of the B dhi tree was carried 1n a ship from
Gaya on the Ganges and brought d wa to the port (Tamra-
Lipt1), whence 1t was sent across to Ceylon. The land and water
—routes were known through which communications were
maintained between the cities of Magadha and the cities of
Nortrern India on the one band and Tamralipti on the other.



( 13)

An inscription of the 8th Century A.D from Hazaribagh
district shows how Tamralipt: afford:d apportunities to fortunes

seckers (Vide—Dudhpani Rock Iascription—referred to in
Appendix II)

The Pali canonical texts contain a general description of
the routes in the Buddhist pertrod Mr B M. Barua has discas-
sed this anceint trade route. 1 his famous work “0/4 Bribwi
Inscrsptions™ (P 218-223) Buddhaghosa’s estimate of distince
is supported by the J./g¢%-ndanz katha There must have existed
various trunk lines and routes, about which we have no defi-
nite information Mahabharata mentions the Gaiges and the
Sone as the two rivers that had to be crossed 1a travelling in
the region of Magadba and the Gorathgiri, from the summit
of which one might get a view of Girivraja, the thea capital of
Magaiha (Sabbapirva—Chapter 20- verse 29-30, Cf R. K.
Chowdbary—Bibar, the bome land of Buddbism)

Very little is known about the areas of Chotanagpur come
monly known as Tharkhand including a portion of Bengal. The
expresston “Vapr-gadh™ or Vajragadh of the Hathigumpha
anscription has raised a good deal of controversy and admits
of no verification till now (E I VII-124-25, XX. 78) Acor-

ding to the Jain Kalpa suah, Mahavira spent sometime in aplace
called Panitabhumi, explained by commentators as situated
in Vajrabhumt (S B E XXII -P 264. N 4) Dalton equated
them with the Bhumya of Jungle Mahals (E' T. Dalton—
Ethnology of Bengal—P 174) To a great extent his equation
seems to be correct The term Jharkhand 1s applied to a wild
and extensive area comprising portioas of Bihar ani Bengal.
Shershah was acquainted with this tract of territory as he
«carried out his strategic retreat to Rohtasgarh from Gauda in
1538 (Vide— JBORS—XV—1929 P xu1). Perhaps the same
route was followed by Mir Jumla during his pursuit of Shuja
in 1659, and the Marathas under Balaji Rao 1n 1742-3.
(Ibid-555, Qanungo—Shershab, I N  Sarkar—Mir-Jumla —;
Elliot-IV 367, Beveridge—.4kbarnama-1-334). Thus 1t appears
that there wa no regular line of communication in ancient
days from Jharkband to the civilised World.

During the reign of Akbar, there was a separate Subah of
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Bihar. The Sarkar of Furnea extended as fir as
Mahananda. The fortifications  defending the pasces of
Garhi stood at the houndary between the Saitkar of Monghyr
and the Sarker of Lakbanauti. Tre importance of Garhi from
the strategic pointg of view is demornstrated in the accounts
of military operations that tock place between Mahmud Shah
and Sherkhan. The ancient rame of * ajmahal bas alio coms
to light from epigraphic records. K, N. Diksbhit suggested that
that considerable portions of Gamgaridze lay in Scuth Bibar,
Karkagrama is represenied by moders Kankjol (E L XXI-
P. 214). Giadwincalls it Gungjook (Aini-Akbari—!380-1L
17¢). Cunnigham identified with Raimahal. (A S. R XV,
P, 57; Cunningham-Anciens Geegrephy of India—P. 548). He
says that Rajmahal was originally Kankjol “which was once
the headquarters of an extensive province, including the whole
of the present district of Rajmahal and a large tract of
country which is now on the east of the Ganges, but which
in former dass was on :ts west bank’. Part of the trans-
Gangetic Kankjol is in the Purnea district. and a part in the
Malda district. Kajangala or Rajmabal, formeny calied Ag
mahal (JASB—1s72-P.218), was wisited by Hiuzatsang
who called it Ka—Chu—Wen—¥’-i-Lo. From here he went
to Pundravardhana.

The discovery of the Niddhanpur cepperplate brought to
the foie a rumber of conclusions regarding the topegraphy
of the grant. The ascignments formed out of the silts of the
Kansiki and the Ganga (Lines 126-132) and the area, denoted
by the grant, was bounded§ on tke east by the Su-ka-Kausiki
and on the west by Ganginika. These are the inteinal data
from which real guidance is to be sought in solving ithe geog-
raphical groblem connected with the grant. The Markandeya
Purana refers to Kausiki after menticning  the Gardiki as
flowirg from the slopes of the Himalayas. The Mababharata
and the Vayn Purana are alse aware of the Kausiki (Bhag-
wata Purana - 1-18-36; V 19,18; X 79.9; Matsva Purara 114,
22; 163.60; Brahmanda - I, 12.15; Vayu- 4597 etc, For
Kausiki & Gandaki—See Dikshitar-Paranic Index~1.). In Ma-
bbarata, the name Kausiki is preceded by the expression
Trisotha (Vana - Parva-222/14231). We have a refereace to
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Bapta -Kansiki in Sanskrit works. (Writer’s article - in the
J BR S—XLI- Part IIL; Quiréer] Jonrnal of the Geographical
Society, London, XI3,345; Eustern India vol III -15). It'can be
ascertained with some amount of cerqainty that scene of this
grant was the eastern portion of Purnea district (K L. Barua
Early History of Kamrapa, P 5) near an old channel of the Kosi-
river noticad by Reanzll. It must be located somewhere bet-
ween the boundaries of Bengal and Bihar.

Topographical materials are not lacking in the inscriptions
of Binar.  Almost all the important inscriotions contain the
nams of the village or the vithi or th: Visaya und so on but
most by them have not been identified or correctly 1yc:ted.
To give an example of a f2w only—Th~ Nanlapur i:sc-iption
refers to ~ mbilagram —agrahira,, village Jangoyika Nandu-
vithi and Khatapuran - agrahara (B I. XXIV - P.43-47. and
these have been identified with villazes in the Dinajpur Dist-
rict. The identification is open t» controversy. The Kaksa
visaya of the Biagalpur copperplate and many more such

names are unidentified. It is hoped that with the collectzd
inscriptions of Bihar, in a volume, scholars will come for-
ward to taks up this work. The exact topographical study
of Birar can be complete only with the help of epigraphic
study A list of ancient towns and villages of Binar, with
short notes, is appeaed balow to facilitate ths task of readers
and scholar.

Ambapalivana—a gift from Ambapali to Buddha in Vaishali
(Digha - Il 914).

~ Ambalathita—a Buddhist site near about ' Rajgrih:i,
(Digha L. 1) ,
Ambasanda--situited to the ecast of Rajgriba (Digha-IL
263) .

Ambavana—a mango orchard in Rajgriha (Digha 1.47,49.)

Anghakavinda—somewhere in Magadha, connected by a Raj-
grilia with ‘a cart Road. It was here that Buddha once lived
and uitered some verses in . the presence of Brahma Saham-
pati (Samyakia - 1.15%; Mabavagga 1. 109)) ‘

Aaga - One of the sixteen Mahajanapadas. It was a very
and prosperous city Referred to in the Abaryaveds along with
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Magadhas, Mujavantas and Gandhari and despised as Vratyas.
The Auwere Brahmana mentions one Anga Varrocana (VIII 22)
According to the Mahabharat, the Anga race descended trom
Dirghatamas by Sudesna, wife of Balt (1 104) Pargiter
regards them as a non-Arvan people that came cver-sea to
eastern India (J R. A. S 1908-P£52) The Belwa copperplate
of Bhojavarman refers to Anga. The territory of Anga 15 men-~
tioned 1n the Rewal stone Inscription, Sarnath 1nsciription of
Fumardevi, Nilgund stone Inscription of Amoghvarshn and
i Deoli grant of Krishna IIT (E I XXIV? IX 311, VL 103;
and V. 193)

Pargiter hold that the Anavas held all east Bibar and
Orissa His statement 15 not supported by any convincing data.
It corresponded to  the modern  districts of Bhagalpur and
Monghyr Champa was the capital of Anga The Buddhist
Iterature and the Mahabharat contain innumerable references
about Anga It was here that the Buddha was compelled
to prescribe the use of tlippers by the monks Champa was a
big town Mahavira spent three ramny scasons here It was
sacred place of the Jains Thes river named Champa forred
the boundary between Anga and Magadha. Fahien visited this
country and so did Hiuentsang. He saw monasteries mostly
in ruins and there were more than 200 Hinayana an moks

In the kingdom of Anga, there were many towns and her-
mitages, such as Apana and Bhaddiyanagar, where Visakha.
the daughter of Sumanadevi, lived. The way from Bhaddiya
to Apana lay through Anguttarapa Sazynkta-V-225-26, Dham-
mapada commentary—I1 384 ff, Vincya<'-243 ff,(Dbammadadathha
Katha - 111-363). Apana was a city in the Anguttarapa country
{probably 1ts capital ). The Buddba once visited with 1250
marks and the whole company was entertined by the Jatila
Keniya (Vinay-1.245). From Apana he went on to Kusinara
(Ibid 247) 1t was a township of the Angas and Buddba is
mentioned as having stayed there with Sariputta. Several
Suttas were preached here among them Potaliya Sutta, the
Latukikopama Swtta (to Udayi), the Sela Sutta (Sela) and
the Apana sutta. Apana was a Brahmin wvillage and was the
home of the Elder Sela, converted by Buddha. According to



Buddhaghose, Apana had 20,0°0 bazars. Near the village was
river Muhi (G P Malalasekhar —*Drctrorary of Pali Proper
wames” 1 277. Maybima 1-33¢, 11 - 146, Satta Nipata - P-102-
112 Samyukta -V 225 - 27, Theragatha Commentory 11 47; Maphs-
ma Commentary 11-°86) Bhaddiya was a city 1n the Anga
Kingdom (Dbammapattha Katha 1-384, m1-363) Anpguttarapa
was a country north of the river Mahi on the otherside of the
river. From Bhaddiya he went on to Anguttarapa and thence
to Apana. Anguttarapa corresponded with north Monghyr and
Saharsa. There was another town of Anga known as
Assapura visited by Buddha (Vide-B C Law- “$Hustorical
Geography of Ancsent India” —P. 204 H)

Antaragiri  In the Raymahal Hills 1 the district of Santhal
Parganas. (Purgiter - Markandeya Puranas—P 325)

Aphsad—the site where from the 1nscription of Adityasena
was discovered A village near the right bank of Sakri river

mn the Gaya district. (CIT—IIT)

Ahiari—Traditionally known as the site of sage Gautama.

Amauna—The existence of the Maukharis as an 1ndependent
power has been referred to 1n a copperplate grant at Amauna
io the Gaya district It was issued by Kumaramatya Maharaj
Nandan in 232 (= 551-552 A.D.)

Agamkuan—Associated with Asoka.

Asuragarh—An ancient site 1n the district of Darbhanga
—a same place oi this name of historical mportance 1n the
district of Purnea. Punca marked coins were discovered here.

Benigarha—A historical site 1n the district of Purnea.

Bir - bandh—1Is a long embackment that follows the course
of Daus river 1n the parganas of Dhaphar and Harwat. It
seems to have been a fortificatirn or an embankment to
prevent Koshi and ran upto Tilyvya (Vide-Annals-writers
article on the “Karnat.s of Mishila” XXXV')

Barantpur— Is about 15 miles from Madhipura to the South.
There are ruins of a fort, which 1s said to hav=been the
residence of king Virat. A temple of chandi is very famous



(18 )

in its neighbourhood in Ghazisita. Also associated with the
name of 4 village in the district of Durbhanga. (B. C. Lawv—
-Op.cit-P. 2i2]. :

Bangron—a village in the district of Sabarsa. Bangaoa,
alone with Mabhisi and Chainpur, is 2 very ancient village. An
ancient Buddhist stupa was unearthed hers and some punch
marked coins were also discovered. Reczntly an inscription of
Vigrahpala I was ditcovired.

Eandhughata - It mentions the name o' twelve governors or
tributary chie€  They held the fort of Rohtas between 1194A.
D, the date of Raja Jaichandra of Kunauj ard 1533 A. D,
the capture of the fort from the hands of the [{indu  Raja by
Shershah.

Biskphi—A few miles from Madhubani the  birth place of
Vidyapati

Basudevapur.— A village ten miles east of Madhubani—an
impeortant cenfre of the Rajput kingdoms, important persons
were Bhara and Gandha. The Gandhavariya Hajputs lived
there.

Fhavra.—Arnd cld site of Mithila.

Balirajugarh.—In the district of Darbhanga. There are
remains of a fort known as the Garhu of Raja Bali, The
rampart is still intact and the entire area deserves careful
excavaticn. The area is dotted with mounds.

Bheet Bhagwanpur.—An important ancient site in the district
of Darbhanga full of antiquasian remains including an inscrip-
tion oi Malladeva (vide—annals —XXXV )

Banera.—Full of ancient mounds. Recent excavations
have brought to light the exist-nce of a very good temple—
perhaps the only specimen of a temple architecture in Mitnila
{Vide Writers® unpublisted report on the excavation).

Bhagirathpur —Recent ¢xcavations have brought to light an
inscription of Kamsanarayan (Vide—Writer’s article)

. Boram Dih ~Is 2n ancient Buddhist site in the Darbhanga
strict,
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Mabuputta, It was a Caitya in Vaishali,

Baidyanati—Also called Harddapitha. Ttis one of the
famous temnles o' Bihar. (Shivupurana Chapter 4; Padumpurana
—Chapter 2; J4SB—1883 P. "64).

Baunsi. —In the district of Bhazalpur. Itisan old place.

Barabar.—1In the district of Gaya. There iIs an inscription
recording the gift of the cave to the Ajivikas by Asoka and
Dasratha

Baranark.—The Deo-Rarnak inscription of Jiviragupta II
refers to ancient village Varunika, 25 miles South West of
Arrah (C. 1. L IIL)

Basarh. —20 miles of North West of Hajipur. I is identi-
fied with Vaishali.

Beluvagama —A villags in Vaisha'i.

Ehandagama.—Situated in the Vajji country.

Bhejpura.—Two miles north of “umaraon in Arrah district.
It is an ancient site.

Bhiknapahari —It is regarded as the site of prince Mahen-
dra’s hermitage. ’ ‘

Bodh-Gaya —Its ancient name is Uravela It is called
Budcdh-Guya because Gautuma Buddha attaiced perfect enlignt-
tennient here. The Bodh-Gaya inscription of Mahinama
mentions the famous Buddhist Site at Bod -Gaya (C. 1. 1, IIL
274). (Writer‘s—¢ Bib:r, the homeland of Buddrism™ Section on
Gaya). - We find votive erections of the time of the nco-Mitra
kings— Kausikiputra Indragnimitra and Brahmamitra. The
remnants are (a: a sculptured railing of sandstone enclosing
the Bo-tree, (b) Small pillared open stone chamber, (c) pilia-
red open shade with a flat roof containing a high platform of
brick with lotus representaiion of the Buddha’s footsteps.
Another neo-Mitra king (First Century B. C.) Brahmamitra’s
wife has left an inscription on Yaksha pillar - A veiled refe-
rence to a Tanric divinity “Uru Nila Padma” may have been
referred to in an inscription of Nayapala at Krishnadwarika
temple. ‘

Champa —Champa river formed the boundary between-
Anga and Magadha.—It was formely known by name of Malinl
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Kalidasa refers to \f 1n .Abbynan Sakuntalam (Act-11I),. Champa~
pur was the capital of Aoga. Gosala, the founder of Ajvikaism,
frequented Champapur  Stories about 1t are preserved 1n the
Jain Iiterature. There was a Sanghram here.

Chandimau.—A village 1o the Bihar-subdivision of Patna
district. Various images and inscriptions have been dis-
covered from this place. (ASR—1911-12—P- 161),

Chinnamasta —An old religious place in Hazaribagh.

Corapata.—A hill near Rajgriha (Digh. II, P. 116).

Dhanukha —Near Janakpura in wvillage Kusum, 1s said to

have the bow of Shiva, about 25 yards long, which was
broken by Ramchandra,

Dhamdaha —Is one of the oldest willages 1n the district of
Purnea Colebrooke noted about 1t as follows—
M @y GgE WA 99 T @R R g
st weafoea aited aa- o g JEE O
Dharmapura.—Is an old pargana in the district of Purnea.
Deokali —11 miles west of Sitamarhi contaianing the fort
of king Drupad (ASR—XVI—-29-30).
Dekuli —Said to be the headquarter of Raja Deva Singh
1t is near Laheriasarai. There 1s a big Mahadeva temple.

Durbasa-asrama —In Colong in thc Daistrict of Bhagalpur
(Martin—Easzers India-IL 167, JASB-19.9-P. 10).

Eknala —An important hill to the South of the hills of
Rajgriha

Girjasthan —Situated in village Phulhar about 7 miles from
Janakpur Road Station. Janki used to worship Parvat: here

Gunariya and Ramgaya —The loss of Pala dominions can be
shown from other inscriptions 1n the Gaya district. An 1mage
inscription of king Mahendrapala, dated 9th year, has been
unearthed at Gunariya and the name of Mahendrapala has
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also been found 1n an 1nscription on a stone slabo n the walls
of the Shiva temple at Ramgaya

Ghezan —The sculptures of Ghezan and Gunariya are
remarkable

Govindapur.—An 1ascription at Govindapur, dated 1137-38,
refers to Sakaldipt Brahmans 1n the time of the Palas.
(BE.1I II P. 330).

Gaibinath —A Siva temple on a hill 1n the Ganges 1a Sultan-
ganj (Bhagalpur)

Gaggara.— A tank in Champa where the Master taught the
people his doctrine— (JASB—1914—P. 335).

Gautmasrama -—Situated near Janakpura—(See Abuars).

Gaya and Gayasisa —(See Bodbgaya)—The fire sermon was
delivered bere by the Master at Gayasisa Here the Master
also gave a discourse on the intuitive knowledge A monastery
was bult by prince Ajatsatru.

Ghosravana —Seven miles South-West of Bihar It was the
site of an old Buddhist settlement, A temple was built here
by Viradeva who was patronised by Devapala (ASI-I JASB—
XLI—.872),

Ginjakavasatha —It was at Nadika near Pataliputra,

Gopika —Largest cave in the Nagarjumhill Contains an
mscription recording the dedication of tae cave to the Ajivikas
by Dasratha.

Gorathagiri —It 1s the modern Barabar Hills (/BORS—].
162, Sabbaparra-XX) Stormed by king Kharvela of Kalinga.

Goswingasalvana —A forest tract near Nadika
Gomatka —A caitya or shrine 1n Vaishalt

Gupteshwar.—In Shahabad district.

Hatthigama —In the Vajji country. Buddha passed through
it on his journey from Rajgriha to Kusinara

Hajipur —Founded by Haji llliyas—a Gupta coin hoard was
discovered near about this place.

Hati —An important centre of Kirtaniya actors in Mithila-
Associated with old tales and traditions.
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Hiranyaparvata.—Generally with - Monghyr bills. Its limit
‘may bz fixed as extending from Lakhisarai to Sultanganj on
‘the Ganges in the Nor th and from the western end of ths
Parsvanath hills to the junctions of river Barakar and Damu-
-da in the South.

Indakutla—A hill near Rajgriha, residence of Yakkha
Indaka. ,

Indasala—guha.—Somewhere between R-jgriha and Magadha.
Isigitlipassa.— One of the five hills encircling Rajgriha,

knori—Is in the district of Hazaribagh. An inscription
-of king Mahendrapala on an image of Tara idol was discovered
here (A4.5.R.—1920-21. P. 35).

Javridih.—Is in the district of Mumﬂ‘urpur It is a famous
old site where two bronze statues had inscriptions of Mahi=
pala’s reign (A S R.~XVI—-P 84-88).

Jarahatiya —It has the famous tank of the Yajna. Tere
1440 Maithil mimansakas alone were present in the reign ot
Bhairava Sinha Oinawara {15th century).

Jayanagar—(Darbhanga)—Is the present terminus of N. E.
Rly. Remains of the old fort built by Alauddin Hussain Shah
of Bengal made from Kamrupa to Bettiah to resist the inroads
-of hill tribes.

Janakpur —Ancient cepital of Mithila It is describzd in
glowing terms in the Epics, the Puranas and the Jatakas.

Jaanagar.—In the district of Monghyr—Four lines have
been inscribed on the padestal of a Buddhist Statuz at Jayaa-
-gar, near Lakhisarai. This inscription informs that Madan-
pala ‘abcut 1154 A. D. recovered Monghyr from the
Gahadwals. '

Jahnu-asrama. —hermitage of Sage Jahnu situated at Sultan-
ganj. The temple of Gaibinath Mahad-va, which was once
the site « f this hermitage, was situated on rock within the
Ganges. The Ganges, on her way to the oce: an, was quatted
down in drought by the sage when interrupted in his medm-
tation by the rush of waters,
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Kejangala.— The extensive hill tract to the east of Anga
and extended from Ganges in the North-East to the Suvarna-
rekha in-the Scuth-East. It was a Brahmin village and the
birth place of Nagascna (Milindapanko—P. 10). Buddha zlso
Visited this place (Argutrar—V. 54y,

(Majibima—I11. 298).
It is somewhere in the Rajmahal district.

Kalvalgama.—This village was in Magadha (Dhammapada

Commentary—1. 96).

Karnagarh.—Is in Bhagalpur—Monghyr.

Karusha.— Situated in the Shahabad district. (Vide—Martin
~—Eastern Inaia—1. 405). An inscription discovered at Masar
in the Shahabad district calls this territory as Karushadesa,
(AS5.R. I 67 -71). Buxar is referred to as situated in
Karushadesa (Brabmanda Purana--Purvakband-—Chapter 5V, It
is also mentioned in the . Arthasastra and Harshacharita.

Keusiki —An old river (see discussicn on WNiddhanpur
plate; in Noxth Bibar.

Kurkibara (Kukkutipa©agiri).—16 miles east of Gaya.
Two hundred and twenty six images with inscription on
rzost of them were discovered.

Kapileswarasthna,— A shiva temple in Korahi near Janakpur
said to have been founded by Kapil, the propounder of
Sankhya.

Kakaraur.—In the district of Darbhanga—is said to be
asram of Kapila. _
Kabar Tal. Juymangalgark)—In the district of Monghyr.
It is ancient site (G. D Coilege Bulletin No. 2). .-
- Kausikasrama.—Io tbe Madhipura subdivision.
Kharagpur hills —In the district of Monghyr (J.ASB—XXi),
Khanumata.~—A prosperous Brahmin village in Magadha.-
‘Ketigama.—A village of the Vajjians.
Kotisita.—A Tirtha in Magadha.
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Krimila —The Capital of Krmi (Bribmanda P. 111, 22, Vayu
99, 22). The Nalanda plate of Samudragupta refers to it
as a Visaya, also mentioned 1n the Monghyr grant of Deva-
pala (E I XXV) and also 1n an 1nscription of Dharmpala and
the Naulagarh Inscription of Vigrahpala III (G D College-
Bulletsn-No 1)

Kariyon (Darbhanga).—Birth place of Udayanacharya.

Kukutarama.— Monastery at Pataliputra, said to have been
built by Asoka.

Kumhrar —1It 1s the site of the Pataliputra excavations. Near
this site 1s Bulandibag—an old sie of the Mauryan age.

Kamaldah.— Near Gulzarbag. One of the temples here has
an 1nscription bearing the name of ““Patalipuira’.

Laithivana (Yastivana)—TIs in the district of Gaya. Here
Bimbisar was converted. It was 1n the outskirts of Rajgriba.

Lauriya-Nandan garh.—Is in the district of Champaran
and 1s well-known for Asokan pillar Itis the meetung
pomnt of two principal routes leading to Nepal borde:.
{ASR—1936-7, 1935-36;)

Macalagama.— A village in Magadha.

Magadha —(For details See B. C. Law— Magadbas 1
Ancsent Indid”—) mentioned 1n Panini and Patanjali and also
Kalidasa  Rgbubbamsa-1-31) It 1s mentioned 1n the Bhagwata
Paurana and the Bhabru Edict of Asoka, in the Hathigumpha
inscription and 1n a number of later mscriptions. The 1NSCrip-
tion of Jayadeva at Katmandu refers to the grand daughter
of the great Adityasena, King ot Magadha —also mentioned
in the Athole mscription of Chamunda, Sirur 1ascription of
the time of Amoghavarsa and also in the Nilgund 1nscriptions

Mallaparvata.—Parsvanath hill 1n Hazaribagh—It 1s the
mount Maleus of the Greeks (Mcrinde-P 63 139)

Mandar Hill.—An old hill 1n the district of Bhagalpur.

Mangaraon.—In Shahabad where an tnscription of Visnu-
gupta’s time was discovered (E, I XXVI 241),
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Masar —In the Shahabad district  Visited by Hiuentsang.
Mesika.—A village in the Krimila Visaya
Mithia-——(B C Law— ““Tribes in .Ancient Ind1a> and other

works) One of the earliest centres of Aryan Civilisation 1n
the east (Law-Historscal geograpby—PP. 236—239).

Mudgagiri — (See also Anga)—mentionea in the Monghyr
Copper plate of Levapala—site ot Pala kings (ASR—XV).

Mangaraunt — In the district of Darbhanga-and birthplace of
Ganges, tke founder of Navya-nyaya

Mundeswaritemple —1s a small temple, not far from Ram-
garh, a wvillage about seven miles south west of Bhabua

sab-diviston  The Gupta cnaracters suggest the preseace of
figuies 1n the Gupta age

Maniyar Matha — Originally the name of a Jaina Sanctuary.
Many interesting antiquities have come out It 1s 1n Rajgir.

Nagarbhukti —Referred 1n Pala Inscriptions (E. I XXIII.
P 291) and 1s1dentified with modern Patra.

nandapar — In the district of Monghyr Copperplate Inscrip-
tion of Buddhagupta refers to Nandapura (E. I. XXIII—P.53)

Nagvana —1In the countries of Vrijians-

Nagarjum hills —Inscription of Anantvarman mentions it,
They are 1n Gaya.

Nalakagama — A village 1n Magad ha where Sariputta died.

Nalanda —The famous University of ancient India (Vide—
Writer’s Brhar-the bomeland nf osuddbism” )

Nanpura —In the Sitamarhi sub-division—associated with
the Karnata Kingdom of Nanyadeva

Palamaka —The Nalanda grant of Devapal mentions this
in the Gaya Visaya (E I. XVII—P. 318).

Papaharini —A bill 1n Baunsi—a tank was excavated here
by Konadevi, wife of Adityasena (C I- I. IIL 211).

Parsvanatha —A Jain Hill site 1n Hazaribagh.



(26 )

Pataliputra — Capital of Magadh; Visited by Megasthenese,
Fahizn, Hiuentsang and a host of other foreign travellers. Its
ancient name were Kusumapur and Pushapapur. (Law
Geography—P. 349-51)—Also famous in Jain tradition.

Patharghata.—Is in the district of Bhagalpur. Suppos:d to
be the site of ancient University of Vikramsila.

Pavapuri.— 4 Jain religious cenire in the district of Patna.

Pravargiri (Gaya)—referred to in the inscription of Avanti-
varman (C. I. 1. III)

pandaul (Darbhanga)—There are remains of an ancient
fort, said to belong to the Pandavas of Mahabharat.

Rajagriha (Patna)~— (For details-see B. C. Law—<Rajgribs
in Ancene literaturs”) 1t is famous in the history of Buddba
and Buudbiswn, It is the ancient capital of Magadha. Here
Buddha prescribed several sets ol seven conditions of welfare
for the Buddhist fraternity  Jivaka, the eminent physician,
was an Labitant of this place. It was also associated with
the development of Juivism (A Ghosh—* A Gude 10 Rajgir”;
Writer ‘s— “Bivar’ , Cf “Sidabarthsa> (Hindi) ). It also occurs
in Ludder’s Lisi No, 1345,

Rejmahal —Is in the disuict of Santhal Pargans. Itis
mentioned in tne Mahabhbarat, kuown as Kalakvana in Patal-
jali Some impostant battics were fougii near this place.

Rempurva.—In the Champaran district well known for
Asoka piilar in 1877 by Carlleyle (JRAS—1908).

Revatika - A village in the Gaya Visaya mentioned in the
copperplate of Samacragupia (C. [ 1 II1).

Reohitagiri (Shahabad)—Sasarka’s inscribed seal discovered
here, Auother inscripiion of Pratapadhavala was found bere.
The Chandras were the rules of tkis place (N. G Mazumdar
Tiscription of Bengd—Vol-11{~P 2) The Tungas of Orissa came
from Rohtus (Iadian Historical quarierly—)I. 65%)

Reyasrngasrama.—-In the district of Bhagalpur and Monghyr.
According to the Mahabharat, it is said to have been situated
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not far from Kosi river (Wanaparva—110 — Also identified with
Singheswar in Madhipura subdivision,

' Rajauli, (Gaya)—An inscribed stone has been found in
the Jungle. The script of the ip

deciphered. scription  has not yet been
Sattapani Cave~—(Rajgriha)~The first Buddhist council was
held here.

Salindiia.—A Brahmin vitlage east of Rajgriha.

" ?%waiya.w—A village in the Gaya district, (Mahabharaz—11
o, oy )

Senanigama — QO e of the Magadha villages.

Shahnur(_Bihar—Pama) —-3tone imags lascription of Aditya-
Sena was discovered.

Srinagar bhukti.—-Idemiﬁed with Patna,

Sultanganj (Bhagalpur) —remains of Buddhist monasteris

and stupa.  Site of famous Ajgaibinath Mahadeva (See-
Jabuu-asram, ,

Sasaram.w#}soka's inscription in a small cave. It conrains
one of the earliest minor rock edicts of Asoka.

Simraon.—-Ca.pitaI of the first Karnata king of Mithila,

Nanyadeva Ruins are scen even today. Described by ths
Tibetan traveller Dharmaswamin,

Sitamarhi.—Tradition associates it with Sita.
Sarisava (Darbhanga) —is an important ancient placs.

Sauratha (Darbhanga)—ancieat site containing soms un-
excavated mounds (ASR XVI. 94). '

Tilothu (Shahabad)— Another inscription of Pratapadhavala
dated 1169 A. D. discovered here,

Tarachandi Hill— Shahabad) —Inscription of Pratapadhaval
who was a local chietain and a contemporary of Jaychandra
of Kanauja. :

Tharhi (Andhra-therhiy ~in Darbhanga district. Here aa

inscription of the first Karnat king, Nanyadeva, was found.

Tetrawana (Bihar subdivision) —an old Buddhist sits
(4SR—XI)
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Tirabhuktr —Earltest reference found 1n the Gupta records
(ASR—VI)

Udumbarpura —A city in Magadha-Janpada

Utren (Monghyr)—~an ancient site containing several Bud-
dhistic remains

Urvela — It was in Magadha (1n Gaya)

Uchchaitha (Darbhanga)—a very ancient site Some interes-
ting antiquities have come to light recently.

Vaisali.—The famous Lichchavi Capital (Vide-Writer’s
‘“Bihar”’).

Valukarama.—Here the second Buddhist couacii was held.

Vatasvana —Identified with Bathan (ASR-VIII)

Vethadipa —(Arrah)—Visitea by Hiuentsang

Vikramsila —The site of an old Buddhist University (See-
Sammadar—<“The Glorses of Magadha™)
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2 Ashoka’s Inscriptions

(C. 3rd Century B.C. 244 B. C.)
(a) Fifth Pillar Edict— Rampurva Version

(Dist. Champaran)

Line 1) 29rfd fraefy oo 35 og | agfa (7)

grfafaas & zuf & st sEsanfa st
/I

(2) g% AIF Ig? TFATH F4 AGE AR TGF
sa-stutas gia smes w5 s

(8) WIT-GUEH THTA-TY, FH-VAF G- ad G@%
oM U2 qeaa %ra-astﬁ%

(4) THEIY @Y wgvE ¥ afEdnt S ofy W W
A | AHET W BT T GHEEl T e

(5) TEHIAT T A DAE = FIOV SATEATEE | T
FF< 91 %7 o | g® ey | sty |

(6) T =™ 7 AEE™ T 9O wuEsET | YW
s gfgelE | dig wigwr (&) g R
g qaTtHT

(7) fata fFrrenfs agee daeet ot oF gaR < =g-
TreY 7 ey Q1 GReRY | iy i

(8) fraarts amaafa fae-nnfy oifv =wfw @&
sit-ferrrta a1 gafrarta | e vy agzen
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(9) dwsama ™ gamgs g g wEyg giaas
T @ fafatd | s wed g
(10) matly wrq Aafeafy @ fafeat@E | GER
gATIgA g AT STg AT-AE SRS A
(11) F@a A F2fd | @y ggnaf-garatee ¥
N Al dastaf daa-arenta s 1l

[b] Sixth Pillar Edict Rampurva Version
(244 B. C.)

Line (1) 27 8 faefe @ 34 =g gase
ganfafada ¥ Fafaf et dwa Ra-gem
¥ d FAqse

@) & § duafe | BT dew RFagh § of
Jaith =y 57 wifog 39 owEeag B Swsg
e 1w

(3) get =g f quar = FEei ) &y a9- ([)
FHg seaEta | ga-aEer @7 gim feam
9@ | T g

(4) @e TWEA ¥ ¥ Aoy | agde ([
sgifafads ¥ @ da-fafy @i

[c] Barabar Cave Hill Inscriptions

(1) @t fragfaan gamsa-aat [ frfaae ]

[z 1l ) gr & [ ] [ =t 1

(2) @ifwen fazfaar gar-
sg-grarta fERmr



(¥)

IS - T q
&HT [ S ]%% i
(3) @ et gt
afggar-[ ] fea I s [@ |
[amm Juw [qlg[F][FaT]
g [ ¥ ] = [afagaata ] [ 7]
ari
[d] Nagarjuni Hill Cave Inscription of Dasratha
T
(1) TRas F9T g9 a0 @
(2) =rrda faef srrfdar [ st
(3) Wik am-fafwGaw MR
(4) =-=ga-giad [ 1)
11
(1) T FwT guadar -
(2) =y srHatad strfaar srat-
(8) frEfE wialy am-fafafany
(4) fafast ==z a-gfwmd | 1
111
(1) astrar TaT ga@d= IATHE-
(2) foyar srrdatas st =
(3) siferetE widfe 1w MG
(4) ffast =-<za-gfas [ 0 )



3 Rajgir Inscriptions
(A) Maniyar natha Ivscriptions
1) 738 frgw
i) T A faw
(B) wfmmr  wfgs  wheh gumm-
Note : — Written 1n  Kushan character of the TFirst
century A, D.

[C] Giriyak Image Inscription, Samvat 42
Line (1) =¥ %ﬂ'ﬂ(ﬁﬂ{ﬁq{% HTYT
(2) afa® a7g *AwT @1y =T
(8) —Twaraes &-¥3
[D] Sonbhandar Cave Inscription
(C. 3-4th Century A.D.)

Line (1) fatuamm e T/ giRRssarT sy
() == T gt S frgedses agdiam i
Note :=There are various shell character 1nscriptions
at Rajgn



4 Gupta Inscriptions

[A] Nalanda Copper-plate Inscription of
Samudragupta—Year 5 (C. 4th Century A.D.)

() Yefm [1) qgF-geaa- ST g - T T
(@ = [€eg]g () sheammfoger agesfs
i [ @ 1-

(2) Ra-ager awe-asq [ 71 @ (F)GAE FARG-
QIR E- - R e-ager fde [ =1 -

(8) TRATEE FETS- off Y(R)-THT AET-A G2 -
qteedt wETC- ( AT ) T oft I7E9IR )-g

(4) & fesgelidlfE ( F) @ TEAGIAR Famgea <
T RO ag) atty (g en(?)

(5) 3 ( ufew ) wagwETE -G REE TR g (e ) T
g« ()] (Euglm ) gma (| ) s
(Hyse (1)

(6) wr (") =g Trfgaest waeat ar (A1) (war) (@n)
AT (@ ) g ( @rtagg ) 3 sawientae

) (Gt ) F0 (TRam ) &1 (@) Tl g
(1) sggsartaT (&)

(8) Afrered At 9 %9 (F) (@) A () ()
gl (@) wen (1) Fr-fTw@Ed faa 39

-



()

® (9)@3a s (f) yaeramir-saaehe (GTEF)
W X wam (R ) s (@) Fam (1) Tew@ane
TR

10) (=) &t 1 g ¥ a1z 2 FEm
(1)) sgrrmEaty (7 ) aErarfREat () &
Maerm (7 ) r-fatea: (1)
(12) (zar) woft-=zam: 1
IB] Gaya Copper-plate Inscription of
Samudragupta-year 9

()Y &R (1|) qEN-EEAT FOREETN TG
TrEHEA- TRHIT-

Q) Pramafiera  ageefr-afm@rntraan (@)

Bl U]

(8) “am-gwed FATE - WAV WF--Ea-HiE-
weed fad=g-

(4) FANITEY  WESSRATEE wETOS s
TR AT

(5) wETeTETE-sR-Tegn goer fategfr Sifteer wa
() E

(6) ATESMGTA (¢ ) UTAANEA WESTTS-
A-\G7

(7) T9: T AL A ARG
(8) whrwvar () wrE | wx (') = frReen wedn
aET & aT



(=)

(9) AT gEATREEY WTERE-ENST 8599 @ ()

&0
(10) R srer-tareaTiy YRREHE YR A
(11) ge=: (1) aEgsaThieEs sHqsaw e SHasT @9 (F)

(@) gfumr gr™-a-

(12) =1 Fu-Rrmarar an (1) 9 Jgows aEEE-
[Leaugcod

(18) wiE-FEgziasrrEm BERIPEE LR
traaam-

(14) g R (¢ ) el (1) & & Fama-R-2e (1))
(15) STy YeRTEd gE-my -
[C] Vaishali Seal Inscriptions
(i) Seals of Dhrub-swamini and
Ghatotkachagupta
I (1) AemeTeEosT st seguig-
(2) ot HETOR 50 Mgy
(3) wraT wETREt oft o -
(4) =Tl o
2 oMt TEIEHT T[T

(ii) Seals of officials, guilds and
corporations etc.

(1) FTCHATATHH T
(2) JICIE FATT-
HATATITHC |



{ &

(3) = feswmriiare sfws fwmw )
(4) o IS WECE I
FHTCHTY AferFoue |
(6) ot wrHUTGE 9ET T
RICHTATIIFIA |
(6) g wgwew aEw
ST |
(7) gaUs wIEE
qE AT
HLE
(8) #t TUWRESTRTUITHTTH |
(9) TmeummiaETTE
(10) wey sfER -t g |
(11) wEETeaEF AT |
(12) wawaaf Tgaces |
(12) degwaafisTiasge |
(14) dreg=t FraaRuferms-fea |
(15) RN |
(16) sgregy aft (W) |
(17) T -
(18) FumeTR SERr Fgfamm |
(19) It |
(20) o fagfas -



( 2 3

{c) Seals of Temples with religious legends

(1) FAFEEFET |

(2) =it FreEyTE @\ A-UIQ

(3) FFATAT WIAATHETET |

(4) e wWERAraERE-E e et

(5) T qgI:
7 tzardar Fiew fem

(iv) Lakshmi-image Inscription

(1) TR q 7 Gy s
JEETIR 99 AR ot qTAea

(2 g TeargsT@mR. SFEE
FAYETE MATAE A7 (fgaqy

Note—Bloch, 1n his report, has observed “To the

left hand side of the figure of Lakshmi 1s the
impression of another small seal with the
figure of a boar and the legend-  “st
ArmrEr”’.  We have 1n this plate an older
seal attached to a plate of later date. If the
inscription of the plate 1s not a mere forgery,
we should find an officer of the rank of
Kumaramatyadhikaiana continuing to enjoy
a certain amount of territorial independence
in a remote distiict of the east several centu-
ries after the period of early Gupta kings.
The fact shows that 1n various districts
of their empire different officers of the rank




)
of Kur.aramatyadhikarana were employed.”
( ASR-1903-4 ; P. 121-22 .)
[D] Bihar Stcne Pillar Inscription of
Skandagupta (455-67A.D.)

Part 1
(1) T TEEFEEI-ged a1 g O
{2) FerTly oy et s waeT R
(3) (er,@7 Fege-Resy SARG (9) LRl
(4) Ju) B Yahe Gesw weu: @t SoeET 1Rl
(5) (=) Nere g-fdaaTcd  aEawl
16) (FmezqE)  (32) ea=eafitgaav®
gaTe * v &l
1) Wl FgE-ITEEE (g )
waE sl
(8) wErEaT Wi 98 [ams-feeirs-te (w)lizl
(9) wernaR yit ahirs SEregs () nel
(1b) ITGART 7 AF || WETATH nzali
(11) (&) FFaaaE JamE o ((+ )L ar(?)

gF=1g (1) wa
(12) {Ug: muagaRatE goFe wSgan
(13)  FHER FTFQIE 3 FAagaad
Part 11
(14) (waTeey) g Erirsrmwtecas

(15) ( TgFET-aaARAT T Tl )



(R )

FEFAF ARl FATA—

(16) (4T AN WH-N-ETTI-F1fE-saeataqy) swmT
e, :

(1T) (AETUS s T9aeT  WEIOR o TEDFI-Teer
HETCTT—

(18) ( frrm-shwgprafass @t T a) aRe=t

(19) (FETOeTaTs st @gmiAer 9 ) eafarEar
TR

(20) IUSTEIS: @Y IEQAEE 9C) #@ WEEEr
HETOAT—

@l (Bros oft SFEuH = 99 WaTETgEAT) O AETEeat
qTEAT—

(22) Feoe: TLA-VHEET  SETUREOT-5T FATEAE])
9T AT TG

(23) (T WHTAAT AT TTETST-sieswavIa: |l

(24) TR T

(25) (wETOSTRIT s 0\ 3) TR
|/ (FT) (@ —

(26) © & F () FEAE g

(27) F  NREFWQHATET

(28) fgga: () afg @) 5 nRafE—

(29) =7) sETRF—aers-measmat o (D—

(30) a1 (&) o s



(®r)

31), " (GumER) g A )
wfErERs

(32) * o wzafw wnfaar war )

(83) = ~(m) fa o N A

(E) Nandapur Copper-plate of
the Gupta Era 169

( Discovered from a village called Nanapur, lying on

the southern obverse bank of the Ganges ata

distance of about 2 miles to the north east
of Surajgarha in Monghyr district. )

FeItad AT PR T "rﬁ“rﬁram T
ARAMTETTLEE ST O AgICT  qeate
faafa =t fgmak « Gwcafsgawmn E=geE
FYITITGY et aawq\tqrmgr&méﬁn FRIT-
T Y ussmEEE AT A Raasea
qET TEHATE demagadsn GHatEn g
frrligEaETey | waEl AAgd @99 WEE
frEr gW fRERT  FAN  AgSCANGAAEARASE |
ggff| @ gwETe v feg g aRa
arrgaaEE e agrraEe ettt
T GARET geaaw Geeaga | o ameE-
%< faewm ey 7 @ shegeng Gl fmm g @
WIE TR aRITEN TR T -
afseE TRl SAEEEYE  WEIaE aw -



()

HezgQA T S gEEea fEaR geaTiagsT
MY ¥ TG AEen  gEREAl wewRkR
T lFe SRMIETF AIFAATATENE.T FEE TG
gy SeEragfes. fafm dad e gwag gan
ATFAAN T FAY RTHTAHIAATSTT |
qaAFAfsIRT SRR AT g R R T T -
fafd | 3% = wy (garsAn) 9« | Ewi 9@l ar A
T I | | Fssran v gl wg ws 0
off a7 wgenfy @@ AEf gl wRE ageer S
AT ACE TN To oo &e QT G/ @
(¥) inscriptions on Gupta Coins
(1) = ()
g.79) (%)
g (1)T(F,;T(T)
(2) st e &R gaia: & wafk
SR
(3) WEITISTRTIT 2 TF5IH +—
(4) Do —ffmafragaia:
foa srate e

G) @) ¥g o wEproiray o SeEager (7)) o
W HETC RIS ot =g

(6) Regaey: aluaEd Sae STt e fFw

(7) «eg T wepogas gfdy feay Gty

\8) 9T WA WETOSTAT o g=33qn Frrarlyer



( W)

(9) ot g7 F@ew aEUMETS At Segag Reewiwer
(10) FfvamEfaat ot s & s i

(11) T wetaat Sty g
(12) mm afwer gaf: ]
(13) ot sreivs waem: \ Faffocm forsreft

(14) ofreft qifesd soefon ) ToR @al G s |
(1) gr-ga-saa ikt S faa a2 |
(16) 77 gamre ) ey swarrhorat st

(=) argriEs acfas fag w2edr staex T )
(17) (@) il e a3 gar g G sk

&) AR A et fag aien B safa

@) Fwr g ghy faefaen )
(18 Tl ey Uty Wi AT
(19) 9TH FAFET FUACGUT ot FATE TEegriEa:
(20) wafy iy am:



5 Maukhari Inscriptions

(a) Barabar Hill Cave Inscription of
Anantavarman
(It 1s not dated.)
TEXT

Line (1) 3 | yui @@dUl FOAqgUQISE~H RTSRaT
it QT e AN YT gqSATAAT I |
(2) FswenEsws i sacfifaEmtid G
dx g afirr gasTiee st |
() wra: y wyg ! s ataTgrea: aEa
17 JAGTET AFTATATITC AT |
(4) wrean fowge eorfan: g@r Ty &
ot g e 2fer afeBaaaan arraggmi |
(5) SeuEARAIR FreavaTTsIsaarTt way
st Qg @I FAR Frawt aerehiz G |
(6) SAFWITFST T ARFITE: qUTAD
TS T GETCIARTAT A |
(b) Nagarjuni Hill Cave Inscription
Line (1) 3 sreita @7 aftfaaw =13 57 kit
FATL-AR-TINZ -RA-TTARE ST 7T 9 |
@) aErEa-asEA-GE-ymT qFaEe: faen &
= g-Afard arw wha G |



( 9 )

(3) ot rw A akm: Adew wax | A
Tt -FeaaRn ArsaeaTEInaT |

(4) TRyl wT-aw Sy FRE |
forest yaoag Eid eaTer TR |

(5) FOATESE T TE-SUIRER AT |
T F H A B e T |

(6) FAIATATF-TAC-TTT-TLER (eggThn
T fgenr gt glwatete-Ra
AT |

(T) FNETEE-Freq-safia: g FaE T Serg:
srfyae quEtiia: dises |

(8) gEamd-Frafsa-r-saraarsh w33 | -
oft srga-ar AR st qrea |

(c) Nagarjuni Hiil cave Inscription

Line 1 = SHEea QUGS GHAMIET W &7

k2]

»

»

hb]

arEst wfvgee el = FE g |

2 ¥oqr W TRaowfeaEazdt gsST wwwidat
ferrr=gaaig I@ IfTa: U 99 ge9g |

3 sAfEsragg agalar ff axarmge TeaRl
fraargiEaaa: TEeT a 9T |

4 ggmFaT grafiEn gaFiOSEeTEa: ey
stger oy fragEgeg aaEghs |

5 WNATW  ATAATACWSATICAST I, qearas
%37 gy FFWI BrRAl EETT |



”

b

37

7

73

( &)

6 shary 97g ISR NURARRT: & LI I3
FeqaQ AT EAT g @AAT IO |

T qEnTaaTTEg  ATEISAE AT WR-
wifem wite wifire R g QgaTeE |

8 sgARfTzaEd guReE qiEEar G-
TEA Py aTg AT T |

9 drarEa wE IF T AT TR ¢
SRR tEE,, AFACAEe A i

10 FeqraEi- ARy RE e A TN g

weq W fe WA Eat |

(d) Nalanda Seal of Maukhari Avantivarman

Line |—=Igeagaidlasiia: SATIETET  (FATS)

E

73

”

3

»

FWAT AT 5T

QST FLTHIT 5T ST o wgrosw giaat
qET YA LA T

3 —erfaat wzifeer ¥ swigaea off st
TAT EAYIEE, TEGATREHIAT

4—z T TIgeTst: SNUETCINTATIF AT R I
qTETFATATWIAT TETCHT

5—ZSTEFTAT HETCISITICIST ¥\ XA aeq goeae
TTETFATAT

6—aTHITAT WTICHT LTS TA=AT
TETOTHITCS ot GATF T



()
» T—TET DRI TEIGH $7-TETCHT HETeTaet:
9 ATREA
y  S—WETONTRTST off srqfeq ga7 Srar |

(e) Seal of the son of Avantivarman

Line 1 =g

» 2. wzfRE Ysargees: Auaros. ..

»  S—3qIAT "T%TFUBT %a?ngwaﬁ :TEWT& .

y A—TARGEE! @eHigdt  WETRET TR o
p  O—WATAT T GTAT, TETTAT FH T oo
y  O—WETSIRTS oft sglaaat a9y ...

p  T—T TEET AR 9T s

po B—TATITIT 5 oo o

Note '—Palaeographic features same as Asirgadh
and Nalanda seals of Sarvavarman,

(f) Bodh Gaya Inscription of Mahanaman
of the Year 269 (588-89 A. D.)

Line 1—=f sam@ Iwmads  @F@  QQeET  goaa
TG FUAT: TICE A G AT TR LT
fager  @rqul

y  2—aeadmn sEffiggen @fad SeE wRg
UEFIFTN Ial TRy aTwearae
Aqfay  gwaTEE—

,  3—ugHA @A @& fwa Anwer wy e



FH

”

]

73

b

(R )

afyEt  wEngEEaE | SerigmEat A9
T Tt A

4—arad | qrm @ geeg IERaT AR
FEIT: || dgwFanl gy awa: gagren-
Tan e

6—aer TFT FNTEAY  FEEACTFTAIT: e
quiEraTEay: frea st s O
Tz—

b—dxifaasn: SrgaUEEag | erRETRaE
gIIgw 3% gfeee @im  wgwige G
T agT

T—HAWET: || UFAEEIT qEwed dS
TARTG: FEAH FAFIGCIRE@A 9T | qTe-
YT~

E—rer |ad diver IfTE SreaETEE geatimg
T A | 7 IR SR
TR T~

I—uET: uAH wsARAEEN awEr aenfaay
ey
AT gy-gR At Sy afya

10 %@t agw wiRafa: = wemw amET o
=T N RaTe aeereiy l

11 %7 sraRy Saastee wIRA & awg ¢ o
T e efefimgm sdfoaedy



(=)

» 12 FARARA T NiggEwgAw. waan,
TG AT A frra: ey Wi we-
TFET U Fg—
» 18 Tfin wfww  gizaeiaes e a1 =27
ey ffrs afefemers: giw gy
» 14 AAIAIY  AIAGEGR:  IOLAGAA 947g 1 Samvat
200 60 9 FA PR 5 1)
(g) Bodh-Gaya Image Inacription
of Mahanaman
= gwitay, aeafRe s arfefre
FEEEE ||

TTA T GEAY FAAATAIGL TG 1)



6 Rohtasgarh Inscription
Seal of Sasanka
s WETATERT J1F AT



7 Nalanda Inscriptions
(a) Nalanda Seal of Bhaskarvarmana

Line 1 oft rugfy sray ot agwar geany =t
p 2 WEER TAT ol gEAT A T a1 o Y
p S T st wETga (yfe) aAt o e A
WFF gEaar A\
» 4 ¥ o Rera AT I o e SR
» B 9t glera w7 ot st @ A galaliaa:
,, 6 T o wTeHT AAG—

(b) Nalanda Seal of Harshavardhana

Text 1

Line 1 ®Ew ot 9eqg aeqed 9owqd, TETgeam s
Tttt

p 2 TAIGER: [HIEAAH TEIOT s qeaag
qET AT T

5 8 IFETE: ot TEY LATH: TGRS wal-
UT ot sEEReE—

, 4 AEW—AE YAWA, TEIGET: A AR
AT TG GH—

p O TEFARIG: JAOEIFIEET TS qOisd
SATETTT NTg—



( %)
» 6 TETE IFWY T UTTAMIGETE ICHIEET®
qQUHEH—
p T AEOSECE A QTR A—aTeT I, T
e Afaniaa—
8 garw= Al YeamEa aumenr ot aaeET
U T G GI—
9 9 gTEATITR: TCHAZTE TETUT T 3t T~
TG A—T—
10 ®ITISEa TR qUAWECET  AEREt s
TAITT T—
., 11 somEateTs: aURNARYAG ALET 3T geae—
12 STgHETF: TSR FERTATOS 51 g9 I
Teat I
Line 1 SC! SHITHIATEFTWET
Text 111
Line 1 fafsamofd wwa ~ngaae-—
, 2 afw fgwer e |
, 3 oft aguly fages afmd
Text 1V

Line 1 gft®r o S1—
y 2 e

2

Text V
Line 1 q@aw—maer



( =%
Note.—Text I contains a geneological table
the family of Harsha
(c) Nalanda Inscription of Yasovarman
wrartia  foprfmagrg AT E —
FHIACE FOFR, FFIGAT AT, I 1
AT ERAT T G M FH—
SINY FTEATII AT frerm fgssar i
TEATHFFATTAR R T Auht fraroraei—
wrEre e frfar g atmnga: |
TFEIERATE AT @A G191E AT
afamaT agw sataa gad: BEg

e e i, e

of



8 Later Gupta Inscriptions

{a) Aphsad Stone Inscription of Adityasena
(C. 7th Century A. D.)

A FTaEENTEFE ] FraCreariaa: |

wgan Rue swar fiftier sieswaar 39 U
FAIUagET TICw AeIEET @at geedr |
TR RGTAIIS AT Fieq FRegTEad, 121
g FegUEm TARMEIET: qag 37
gamy gaved: ofgd a7 =l IR0

A ATE FATIRGEE g Qe et |

Tt et Tat Ggfaad fa: e, T o
SourETEl  ffaats w9 @raartEara |
TFILATETY  F(ACHY TP q@=gad 1R
shatfragmsyfaatn gemim. gaer |
MNeaaRArd  g@ afaq 79 FROREE 130
TEHEEIR:  TARRET G FATA—
WIIERT SAEA At FRSTY  JaRA 1|
RTRERgTIia TS asiay faar—
ARl A F WETEG TSIl Yl
TR &9 T rerasa |

ey RyETAEETIgd qaased I8l



W

e WiwaTRig guat MgEEAE |
SFAATNF U I & 2T (g aaudq el
seTgEE AT IRrasrRaETtmTEr Fa |
NI Tl aErw Wy A

W gmee RRetmtae: @ gy fGeg—

s gy wafy fralar qapdega 37 W2l
ATITTIY T2 STIRT a7 9 |

TFAEtT FQTEAT T @ gOIgRAs Ul

off TR TAISTT T 7 W |

AT TNEQT FT 2T AT Fw el

@ day  atfgagade—

TARHAL] I Frgeareararg |

aegfega: gragaaant |

qwTt dEw gE eaiEge: Nl

TUATHS  FATE AT AT TR |
qftarfaaareg 9 e S AT LRI
SAE A ATAIS TRAEH R T ETE Gt

I ATy A a1 g AEE

AughagraagRaa@ETIg 9 |
SISIEIE I ECCRIE R e AU L]
Aoty eqaaEeaarga-

=grangd figg fagfrgs: wd e e 123l



( ®z)

AGIATRT AEAToET AL I L |
iy RSy 3T RrEwEweE 1

T g @ @A |
e e e gt AT )
THEITENGATE gHex Jgz - |}
qot 7 Al @ e .| RSN
qE uTgEe qisTEa T g ug |
TNt gETT geal awTatades ||
ard fafgwat a% sfes d@....

= gqGFATIL00

L4 es @0000 0

=Tt war fafafar afaar fwe o
Fed A § sae g™ A )
ot 7 ¥ (A5 aguIATSAT A |
o9z
st AT FfemiEdege
AW AL GATSTATR 1]
sfgeds = awam g |
EwieE ... neg
©-eqwE At ag: |
TS gaagsAat 9T st et oo Gl o

AT TEIITEFTL e eeee ove |
TATATE 11 Ro I



(=)
= WE=FAA FATTRIGTT AT TS |
TET FUAT G THA FFf e |l
seetese, 000 weee qmla-g: qTa? i
AT FT qUgAW TRAS Wiq T S | ]
=g W FwE W gt w3
g -

-

FACATTHTT—

M2 Gt aRgmEia: 1R 1

FANT TAT T GRITTAATE

afegra--e IEEY

seee

W grERgTEeEERgaaET
Fate xra@aE gasfEaSisgfaas aman: |
g:g\ q‘ﬁ'\“‘ @):;T E23 1) soanee
aaras @afiig agudl avedl @B 1128 1l
AT AR T TR PR GRG0
TG RGIAT- -0 IqaTE: |
e [T ALFFATA ITYERT TR
FEAFEACTHATAAT JTATAETTIT: Y )
g grleeg fragaet g™ Laedt
a=t agaEigaT grEdl Bifaest T |
IET W TRATITAAT AT TR
g waArad fafgen Fsane 7 sEg &



( %)

qesTaEaT WEISAT sheedr w1fay @8 |

i s grars e 1| o I

g 7g TREF TAT TRETRET TGToEL
mrsplaTaTRg Hauafhy gatafr |

TS @A g e e
el WAy A ABWISAT G 38

aEeEFEar g Gefa o mfga agta
Y T g E ot |

Rt spre frven 7 afesme TwEEL
AreEtgsEaE araraTger R g7 11’8 I

g=u e arga anRafEss R

.o .. THAT @EWT GTHET GAHAT U 30 1)

(b) Shahpur Stone image inscription
of Adityasena

Live 1 @'z & --gxulemd ama siarfEa o

s 2 SmEA o g ar g () seaw Gwawa
QTGS o HiraE

» 3 @D TS (@) (Y e (1) wEmEr A T
T (9) AFT  ATAIR 7 () weniag afaftsag

(®)
» 4 (e fraQ) s gt gg3 |



( 22 )

(c) Mandar Hill rock inscription of Adityasena
Liue 1 e‘»’ﬂ\trttr AT AR
» 2 ot iR ¥ gfE v
p 3 WECHT Tt qRAT ot FIAILA
s, 4 gepitelt St e siftaadt |
(d) Mandar Hill rock inscription of Adityasena
Line 1 &% quaazics wErIus st sfgada 3
Fhar
2 GTANZIRCET TR AgEt of ww A gewiaa
Hifqfgar srtEa

Note.—Recently another sho t 1nscription of a later
Gupta kirg has been discovered by Dr, D, C.
Sircar and this proves the extension of later

Gupta rule 1n Chotanagpur -rea.

(e) Deo-Barnak inscription of Jivitagupta Il
( C. 8th Century A.D.)

am: ERa s AT 919 ST e ARTE AT T
QETEEIERT  SEEE A

TEFTHT
qraE, ool ATEER: A€ g ORI 9
vzl Umt wgreTt o wargee: 9| AWTEd
AR 3T T YN TOREER 9 wEiEEt
Ot wETETt  d BIOESTIgAm TW WEET O™
WETE  REIUSTEOR G s FAqAIE 9 g
qeqraTgeAtal  qw wgifwEi st wEIEsal A Fwar-
Tt SR TOH WRIET T WENE  ASINIES



( R

TRET A AT @ gN aEEgeTE T
T Ual wEmEsal o) SR R I
WERE  GEIONTEUN  GOHEAT s e pae
A gt @t Greaw ot (9 gk (] 1@ g
AERIET AT NS ATT TAAEF 70 ST FABHT "
TF N 99 AT A=REF ALHEIESANF  Ag-
TRET wET Ay gWEE o FEER U -
qftE -ofaw g gftes s w v
qEATE O qEF A wtE ccafrwe
TEF * CARAAE A G = g9f arfeaw T A
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9. The Pala Inscriptions
(a) [i] Bodhagaya Inscription of
Dharmapala (Year 26)

T YAy Swaad et | $—
TIAT A Y ATRITTZR] @ 1| { )| X S1R1—
AT weami wgEty amfasi | @as—
srwaRg o a® sfasaf¥as | ] 1 geefe—
Trerm Sqa fasgedtaat | fHed—
A ggQ,. W get anfaar wain 3
vefizfa® av avqaR aEngta |
WFIgwIsSTA gRINieE—
L ACHIRSL

(a) [ii] Nalanda Copperplate of

Dharmapala

=t e ! ApRlTEataaasgaw sare-
g wfaat (V) IEFT A ASTALF 1T | GTH—
afrar agoEfas f Dreds aggsa—

q: | TR WANEH wgaAifgs: s

WA GEATERT: FOAT | A | 7T Fyg—
graefy srgaiEiat sfary fagemmes e—
TUATHE | GEWA GG RUTA—
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8 &1 UNYA UHART ASFHTF qF HERISAT —

9 & AEINfALT AT WSO g1 FraATTRE—

10 qWIg 4TI FWTARE  Ustrraiefs  fava—

11 ofd grmeufas Stostias giftes gieentas I—

12 =9 SFad@ 93.g%wd  fafagws  gwaig
qF q—

13 fiaw faxic agar wwfEss  =fagaga 9«
fas aa—

14 nfamifeEiamg® deway augtarg uae—

1g 3= ga% fgwranT@faam wagesiosfifas: s—

16 yifgasy  AFWRWUR  FEw<  geRagle
AT ST —

17 @ Q@A qaTegT: =g anaftfafas sa—

18 T gk @A gufamacesy -1 Siqiwe

19 = orog UM FAdE THE a—

20 e SE wE g3 fFEaa sawn awwee-
wAT—

21 @ @dar  qfufegy  Apwwgw R
qaHIE—

22 W qF YF YA YT R03A AT
23 WAfITMUTAN g AMATEY SCAE qei—
24 " VERE WY a|) wEIfe—
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Second Side

1 - gfenfataser g fa—

2 et @gtua 37w e w fgafy

g e

PR

Bt HETAMAM SR coeererneonssisensenengy

6 ---fuf@atngg qeag agmeetas

7 o FEIRA gHiwOT A -

8 eemg: ufsew gl

9  ceexfamfzar--

10 ceeeee a7 qEagd qg: TSCwe

11 siaseg - -

12 ""Qﬂvﬁﬁl{ IATIT

() [iii] The Valgudar inscription of

Dharmapala

1 g o quaeiaed ffrmfass® agifes:

2 W aREeEd EFa yraeTa i |

(b) [i] Kurkihar Image Inscription of

Devapal (Year 9)

eafeq off JIT@ITCST @¥qq ¢ TFER qGGEH—

2 [ArEsT AW AIA [FgHERA wgIa
AT T—

3 wgrasq HeadIEd SfaniEa: |

~
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(b) [ii] Hilsa Image Inscription of
Devapal (Year 25)
First Inscription—i)=f =if @¥; =i ark =f a1¥
il) TFEn !
Second Inscription—Usual Buddhist Legend ¥
qeARg et eete.
Third Inscription—1 =it @ 3% (0r25 ) shiyama
37 fgwa U AN FEEEET
0 Feg-agaL T ot wEgshiya
RFE qL—-
2 qaEF  TFYET AT
IFHTITE AAG FTARQIAT
FAIGHEAT AhAT—
3 |qUY HFALTH 5919 309 1
(b) [iii] Monghyr Copperplate of
Devapal (Year 33)
( First Side )
Line 1 & wfiq fewdea quaghas
2 wR: geErmeEiatatag
3 SgRUNATEaEE  SNgEAT | qEerage
g fafyg wgaiwg sﬁ?ﬁqaﬁ(‘ oo fagfa—
4 wEEE g areapfamae || (1) dwe-
qugd BrRTEIgeTE Mae: Iiasg—
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dee fifasar sam aw) @ A

T G
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feuafa qa: '

Fifag aroar gz aar | st fagafa g=asr-

ufggeate: san: gph gqedcal ggrad

Ta—

TFOF: || (T0) @IS iIsETEl IR
g7 g TR ot FIqT@gaq qaagay gav-

g7 1 (29

faemal wafe aify gvaa: SaFwRT = @

fora: gt v freeaw fig -

fagazs

dEy  agw 0 (W) wwatEEwEie
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| gean gAATI—

T | FANY T I AT R A
& Fofafafagf haa: seafao
sifean: 11 (23) efgw Yo 37 UF: wEagas
g facds: |

T: qaw i gE: Fagh AnnNgATaE -
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arq sga: o wgfw s g@ey |
fa =g i@

A1 UHEY T FRA AFEAT I I
¥ uxfy gafqerszglataa: | (29) =1 s
afgar—

UYWAY SfagaeT dgai: | e
qEfaaaE faedit sRWigE  Wadaiegd
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q AIHT ATHT GRITY GFT Aqg @9 §—
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TR | WHLAT Fa1 EAAART AEE-
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<IEHF | ATETEATEE | AEEl
32 @@ | waEiEMEdAEt® | REFHICART |
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34 musty | agigww | fafage | geawEng
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SEREGER
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agafa. a1 3% | daTeTay g9 gfas seuie

T AT W
36 FIFTR FeARTH A exqFag AT

sfamfamess aga@eUR wgaT gl

AT
( Second Side )
3T *g% 9us@ T@=aa gwEgaf Gfkaa
88 &g waai aynfctafas afvemm ot
39 WigW Ffat AT qeaaE: Aqa: QHRET diagn
40 gug @ SitgTy: oftzaass 9w | wT@
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42 wramifragd Jgefadl gagml fesee
WaafyEagE YTA TR TTgUaEgA |
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sm@ERETE IRy | weagdERsuateas
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TAGEAGE MAFIEW TG AFIATAF-
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46 7. w1 3| @werg 33 WA fg RUL AT
T quigea @IE: | @Eaas afy ofi-
AR (ANpT) AT

AT W | R 99ag IOW W q@ea
HAW: 1| (&) sghacagm
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aeaag waq |l (Vo) @g<ng G a1 A

g1 9g—

Ty | @ sy e g
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50 wifqasw | weafiggRaEsgEaR &
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wataly—

» 51 gfgwmg usrstigtmaamayg TUm | -

b

anges wikag feac Ataysag ot asan@iin
52 & FERATHIAG || (Ro)

(b) [iv] The Nalanda Copperplate of

Devapaldeva (Year 39)

Line 1 =Y wafiq | fams@ quaghas adeqeam-
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(b) [v] Ghosrawa Stone inscription of

1

Devapal

Aamat stafa watza sgs—asamaiiEag--
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T FAEYAT A glar afiswa: owe fraad
JaggaEEta aSEa: R0 g iy
s gayfa-gnaa |
WER 3 adia: | aafpafy slkaifa-aasea
ARFOA 3R usEEEya '3 1 S
fgstaw: @ g
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qfasasa -aRwETg @R ToaRT AW
e || ¥ | I aEst N
aq ga: gadl A 9 i@ oy wea wAw
gga1 | GsAleN-gllT € frow sssaa
gr-mrRg
g Il YT GwAE, FageE e
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s, sassgars FEHERd | S=aaq
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am: TR |18 fegiucnad  ggagsss-
st gEAAta awezr  aftaEAe (e
daferdaters | 3dar epzfEezaia-gge-n
o1 qEAT

SAAIR-AFIAA Ta AarsTgeafEa (ol
ai@egan ¥ aftaifwads wen | sia
feg-afEe-fafvagn | sgifgaif  ag-
Hfg-afae 2 g @yl angss: soa:
ne2N festsad gwaRISATT—
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T&iA. 1R Ay
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WoAla @ aggEmiEEamIeE g
fafrargd mrmofmafs SEEean | wREE
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Inscriptions of Surapala

The two Bihar Buddha 1mage 1nscriptions of the reign
of Surpala, referred to by R D Banerjee, have been
discovered They are dated in the second year and record
the erection of 1mages at the Uddandapur Vihara by an
old Buddhist monk Purnadasa

Line 1 @ Agrratfans off gra@ §7 U7 | R

w 2 Gumla]zaf e sfiwa gewar @w

frx

3 migEy Magre [ [21] 27 fagm Qar

4 fgs fagin [F7] ffans afesag frac
%

s 5 aftuea [gg] wzfira sfa que@a s
T wEEe  foa wfaw Yag [3a] =
ufe enfia ag qua [] @@ fG&d seam
T5T F9 FA1 WG [] awqaerm [ =fe

Note —T'he object 1s to record the consecration of the
1mage of Buddha in a Cattya constructed by the donor.

‘The ceremony of consecration by elder Purandasa who
was the oldest man 1n Padikraman Vihara



[d] (i) Gaya Inscription of Narayanpala

(in the 7th year of his reign)
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qEIT AR

gfa wxs gf‘:{twa/ﬁxmq SO it g (D
mAlgnfed W gEE agT A g 3K
gis@=Neatq | @€F AT  (Ga§E
fagw @a@r —

faa aq gtyawle argaar gaa | qewad
—gaa aradgfE  gEIEl R SR
qerR: | @ fafgwea® frar garar —
29 T3 EAUAAET TIT G T qET FAAT
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[d] (ii) ndian Museum Stone inscription

of Narayanpal (Year 9)

Tine 1 =i ge3d & Sgm@ P ¥ w@7zaT A [w@E-
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B e
qA g qgAIEe T qEr Oy
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[d] (iii) Bhagalpur Copper-plate grant

of Narayanapala (Year 17)

Line 1 i wafa | Ahgreny wa sgfka ==
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st aefaws  gradenT gfss @ 0
HIT AIHATT ST —

@ sxra@IssazT MAE 33 0 () @=a
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sifasnag | gaNfaE | RIS | St
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qEqE | AfCE | e« AwEE | @ | gl
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wEs | A iafaansgiEe mw: | -
AW gfetatedsa: | @ae: | @R )
HEWT®: | dwd—

W@ | QORI | QIO | aUEEE. |
FAQECW: | 9ftzq amdie: | sS=Ews
799 | HAEET—

WG, | GH@AN AT ST [E@a1ig -
awa. | wfafgrada spmikmsd-
AEATARIT—

AMUAALT Jemaqisgsd | wagsa faw-
TFYigE-nEdiET g | qar waig.
SECECIGEE
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MIFFIEIY T AERENT g Aaga-
AT TFAE g—
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Ld] (iv) Udandpur Image Inscription of

Line 1

»

23

»

Narayanapala (54th Year)

Al AVATNRITUS Teaa 49
#l STWEYT ARAATIUF STAGT FIGHA |

[e] (i) Kurkihar Image Inscription of

N

(U]

Rajyapal (Year 28)
AT A =NAaE kg a1 GIEd:
Agfag wgad wnaed agiaen | G-
Hi@A AT 37 A —
E\rfaﬁl{ | ax fammaY gg  @sased
e
A T Qeafager erfEeRa: |
ggnfafa emme: fawmg i i
wa: || |sFRafEay freayg Qinag gea-
sagy | geufwd WA FAmaeag
gaTtHa: 1 Faag@AEEEag afgag
ST | AAGGEAGE] @HE] qgieganE-
A At gl ganaty sk
wafa | seyseifaufed  pafes Gas
aqd



( 88 )
[e] (ii) Kurkihar Image Inscription
of Rajyapal (year 3I)
A UsATIEET USY Frr=gy 3¢
sl Agqus ATAER FEana qiemeTEr
A61IT AT Faq | AT |
[e] (iii) and (iv) Kurkihar image
Inscriptions of Rajyapal (year 32)
wfed ot YTEIT TS T@Eg=ge 3R
it AROUHARIfEN Mol war g
HA FTTF FIH WA FIEi@ad |
FgHI |
X X X
witg st UsACIERT USY @egsgl 3%
ot wgaws weifFE awasy  morEtaAl

Wt dE 3aad Seerafaara |
[f] (i) Nalanda Image Inscription of

Gopal I (year I)
q @Fad ¢ Fiad g © WevIRE-ags-
frog-reagIT A ME-nEia oAt
5 sEmiEa-Tnis-gausis-a |

57

8 ]
3
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[f1(ii) Bodhgaya Buddha Image Inscription
of Gopl Il

p 1 T B0 agT e gerey weTTsaT @
- - TS I TR |
T I-aEsafeaay  wa-fagis—

» 2 ) fadferiadagg afmag eng
gEIiSE Q0
T RS- TE- iy
G TIRTes was g3fyg:
#t 1o -

» 3 w3ta 9 wiwa gl
fag gon wagees awzfea:
dAT qrpRea wRan gfaar g
Figasgat aify qaar g-mead 13
, 4 2 e 3 usdy

[g] (i) Kurkihar Image Inscription of
Vigrahpala (year 3)
Line 1 eftashia-fauguays oy awmm §
, 2 B g 96 AR SA TEE—
» 3 % IEIGE TITHH |



(& )
[g] (ii) Terracotta plaque of
Vigrahpala Il (year 8)
Line 1 19gq | #&&E MR TEUS
, 2 fogwerEE Saaus

[s]

, 5 @t s aeias e feEe |
[g] (iii* Kurkihar Image Inscription
of Vigrahpala i (year 19)
Line 1 eafeq shaea (a759@3T U STANERF
U w¥AT 28 |
, 2 wEEwwgd d | S
[g] (iv) Kurkihar Imgae Inscription
of Vigrahpala Il (year 19)
Line 1 wfiq stwna (agga@ 3ae Usifqas
,, 2 GTEMETRUS @EEd {8 "HEaN
, 8 gEIARg-aEIEEn
[h] (i) Bodh-Gaya Inscription o’

Mahipala I (Inscribed in the
Ilth year of his reign)

Line 1 Xgudfaw - agusEr@insmEwnar fg-

gelgay FAT GREEEURUIE @1
TR gfa | 7g—



(%)

2 (nafana-wﬁzar—q) TAHERE 9T A
AT F2TEETT TG AR AFIUHCHE-
o @Fcay sfufaer (wR)
, 3 vevasweEai fedt oeg-gergw-afm
siarfafa

[h] (ii) Nalanda Stone Inscription of
Mahipala [ (year II)

” = sAaeAfgE 3—
” F-UST-F+T_ Q¢
HRATEIgN
TR el 99T
a1 (/) gEE-ataa 9
o e AAAAIE —
7 snifyw (?) wrgEd—
” fafelaes gagwag—
,, 9 v wEswge-sht am—
, 10 fEeaer | 939 g q—
, 11 gag @ a@ud -

,, 12 gac-snamEga fq
Note —The object of this inscription 1s to record the
® placing of the door-jamb on which 1t has been inscribed
when the restoration of the place after a conflagration
was completed.
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[h] (iii) Kurkihar Image Inscription
of Mahipala I (year 3!)
Line 1 wfim sitww wfgaw 39 usy a—
» 2 94 30 GATTERL FATe@ T o0
y 3 I geH—
[h] (iv) Imadpur Image Inscription
of Mahipala | year 48
ft wm wfwe Ygomesas ¥e S
T ¥ ag R |
[h] (v) Tetrawan Inscription of Mahipala I

The mscription consists of three lines of very small
letter. ‘The last woid 1n the legible portion of the third
line 1s the name of Mahipala



[i] (i) Gaya Narasingh temple inscription

Line 1

93

2

»

99

9

2

of Nayapal
(Inscribed in the [5th year)
¥ grditacg wsaft ot Q3TRs Fw
gaEifanar  gewawer | fegafed
afwa @emz  gEWE  AmEEEA A
qaea faeqn |l
Jaq qEgu A wnfy ewar @d a1
wrge, ST gaae T M dieras
ga: 5w wata a7 fFaw T a—
qAEItTa qFSd S@AeE G [
A AE: || Fenq 9 g8 S
fefargr @ane yagRgosga TEaat | @
am frsgroasgauassan s sars

aftaqsfa afag | senfzifa wpT ew
AR ot gFer fawa glguasa |

YA I Ffads gar PEg, TEAT T
gl aftarfaar = || aearg s ga: g
fgeneng @Y wa glaeaawan I55Es—

T || frvasRs fogTy adees o e
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Ty ot AgnAl @A GAUT 99
d9w  sfemag amaw | oW &g
gftama faan atguty aaafa—

AMAT I IR SIfA TS
qIH AREAARAEE I, TP
FRALT MEEUlE @ asmIaa;: wi—
o aig Qaigia waag  gafea [g]
e TR ®g1 AFEAQfaty  sigEm
fegw sg@as gar Tad  gfagrE N
faer—

T mede AET |1 gA: geg A0 gasqr
A FEE qaeEey Famd 9w i
fazaInTa. FAET Fa91 I~
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guEdq sifafeafaa Jaar | sufali—

» 13 v fafkar 9 oft awwfow i fasma ras
FEIE SGAgU  HANT SRay  fafEar
gelassa war | gioedar fafg fg—

14 @ afgga sEsifaE g ag: s wa-
@ o deg fas ewn aan
(e Uwe gegeay wifa. fafggaman
SUECH

» 15 st wgmgranfe. |



[i] (ii) Krishna-dwarika temple of Nayapala

Line 1

b

)

7

el

(U]

(Year I5)
o A waad TigEAF || SfEag-diasa-
AH-HTT FfFa. uitaun-giae - fada-
TEE: | SERITA 3T ISTRT] TArAy ey
Branga- atw gaw g5 1L
sfawaTa aaTg-glaal fFam saamf-
t qeared gTewRT aiat it gas gl
%"T;T?F WEu-ga-glat. o suassi-
iR REaa T —
afq g1 stugaaEiad IR IgETE-9U9T-
fgwanmigiia - aeEmgTIEsaRa - sl
sfast gegaE @ | Eeawfaaaw
RIS FAIIAY AR ]
97 AEIRAIRT  wa: Fl@ed  dcassd 13
sy A (8%)  AweErfgege-
qefy d@ai ggartaay | AE-EI iEeg-
fagz-grg-aig-gre-agIfgaus 99 iyl
AT [@ETA-FAUT-QEe: gr-qar -
wam: ¢ gy wenr fofluw gfsda
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S 1 AR gOE
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RAv-aTE FfaTEe: awed | 99
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Ij] i) Aksayavat Inscription o

Vigrahpaia i
(5th year of his reign)

1 Sheh am fmammn gmmwermy fqwafy
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fawaw | fFawe @y @Eagd fogw

T gaawedy Z7g s || AT TR g6
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[j] (ii) Bihar Buddha Image Inscription
of Vigrahapala Ll
(Year 13)

Line 1 % wgfamsmeaRs Tea aead (3 W@ &9 09
» 2 uasiey gawus RFE @ gae |



[i7 (iii) Bangaon Copperplate of

Vigrahapala i1
(Year I7)
Obverse

. Y ~ s
Line 1 {3gq i sl sHeqGEAIgEe 39, vaeiq
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I §FaF A (1ig—
frgmftzaa sasfaasE da fram
FT FHIT T—

wauiawag qE e e @ e
RFALIT—

afq FagaEmg oAy | () @sd-
serfq—
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faaaita s | (¥)

frrma: fafemaam gaaq 37 fawer qum
sHFay SATFIYT  ARIY NOAQH, §
o | % gifgehkte  GOetenkageg-
PRqET FAENAASEET  G{a: @
guiEwa || () Snwdsa gani
THRTIEATT T AT g FA | HAer—
a sifaug@aa @ o UsInE g
wear A BT || () s e e
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#w=T fGfamam | gEF TRaEE
AT DA | gAgHT | A TLE
TEad | RyTe g wa fifaad | —
g e mEdEeT szawmiin | s
wafg: eRtarawsasan wifafada pafafi
AT B A | HIET—

9 AEATHETE WA | gRATAgmag-
qiwfyea afafatazs s3%: =g s3g
fadahya aunwe @g —

fag wo W B Bonfy ga@Tan s
zfq | ‘@eag o maat &2 k= wabg i
gaigafea: w@rw: | aglagar g a—
st @ofzhe | aw awg agr i
Teg qq1 wag || () gfe @ afageania
arw i wa=gfa ) o 9 gem sar
faesf et

A1 (18) MAFY EACTAFIE T PATIE -
AYAT | EIEEHATANEG aFgIga qaveaaq |l
(t0) weet av wrenfn @ wak i |
STTRA! TIg—
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Sifaqiza | SFA@IEAST EIME
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q@: | {afaafqsda | ey Sea—

an | @ oft giglaquag | af=atte maEd
gaw || (RR) i g gt sa@ 239
I 5§ qrEaginieng ot mingya -
Al (RY) 1 wEETiEHE w=y s @
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HagrugseT: T ger Ry faaws
¥ fgagfme waenglEia =om 1 (Y

of Vigrahapala i
(24th year of his reign)
Line 1 fasg o fEuzoess O @9 38 &
f@ar t—

y 2 fues wmwEl gl gwafuees s
i@y




K] (i) The Tetrawan inscripticn of Ram-
paladeva consists of twe lines partiy
damaged. [t is dated in the year
2 of his reign and recoras
the erection of an imags
of Tara by Bhatta ichchara.
Line 1 Rgusqid qua@g oo a% || wEAl

TIgR WEiTEE ATAgAaEAGAIT

, 2 f9gas Fr@GETE g Ud A
quTtakd |sgE R (sic) dwma 3R @
gaiga weliTa niza =

[K] (ii) Chandimau Image Enscription
Bihar Sharif)
(42nd year of the reign of Rampaladeva)
Line 1 ¥ awizg swar g (4) qeiwegasd Qut

a1 OIS Ay E! A | A "R
gz fafadds wugEmE e U RAAEF
quamEISE (=nga ) wifEs: || Tfus @

, 2 €EWE @I Mg gae 997 gl
FETAIAEAE AT geatE ()



(&)

Fea] @%d (9o ) URIFEF waare =fq
9TH WZTH LA qemar (1)

;8 eeseeeq | wwsifrus A wEEO@ET
T NIEA FENU (AT e, 82
;MUE {35 301

[K] (iii) Uren Inscription of Rampaladeva
ossfguEee ot wRMUEET RSy @A

Note s—The 1nscription is mutilated and the
Samvat 1s missing.

e M— —



[L] (i) The Bihar Hill Image Inscription
in the year 3 of Madanpala’s reign
Line 1 -evrerowmfgoiamadt gaag shaay wga wra

(X)) w3g i
w2 ceer fawE TSy gy 3 9T B R

” g eeemees nouqqa"‘ %aﬂ;ﬁqq’\ E{F{qﬁf qr‘-i}
I ‘quy e amfrsma ||

[L] (ii) Jayanagar inscription of
Madanpaladeva (Year 14)

This inscription consists of four hnes of which

the last line contains the king’s name and date.

[L] (iii) Valgudar Inscription of
Madanapala (18th regnal year)
Line 1 fggg | oMW ggaq@ THAT €9 =
stz g9 o swfuaag v—
2 —z qftsg ot sagadle vz ot g (gFkaw)
WIg WF A S—

»



. w8 )

» 3 —g 9w SN A aroaw 5 9 )
wH FIA. 1023

~Theie 1s another mutilated inscription of
Madanapaladeva at Garhi, south of Kiul in
Monghyr district  Various broken inscribed
images are found 1 those areas

[L] (iv) Jainagar Image Inscription of
Palpala (Year 35)
fagq | A AT @mE Aty gegaEy 1Y
fag 2 At senafwremwda valsr quad
enfya) 1 fagews sagawmy sfefRages
Fg AT (%) 979 guad_ ||



10, Miscellaneous Inscriptions

[a] Gadadhar Image Inscription

Tizel

Lt

1

92

£} ]

(X

=} AW wiw e | gk aftesghy sarfa
TRgarg AX FwqT Q@ | TqE T
I (AAA ARG, W T 1

A g 7 Sl @@ ETFqITAT
gy sEEEE 3 T e |ieT
= |

aa fow wate w9 frae sawatee
qFEYST T NI (AaT HIGAT AEHL
T T

—T gt gEaaiaiag surggay Rgsga

~ <
a1z @t | A sy g GEus =
T garg o 9

—fa gfa afgg 1 awmiEdfa aqaee-

Ot Do it oo



[b] Naulagarh Inscription No 2
Loe 1 aigwia:
, 2 HAEIHIETT THIIGRALGT
» 3 (@f) g | twgl gmwka (@)

AEATGAT |

w 4 (=g or g ) e ssantraar agaq ()
wpiET (or wrEr ) mgttaear

s 3 T A1 AAT TR AT RAATE

, 6 cocEREn G (=) veeag galfE ( a)
T

. 7 R -+ JELLTTY fﬂgl( sons aae

SR B° RO blurred lines.

[b] (i) Buddhist inscription fromn.
Hasra Kol (Gaya)

Line 1 3% aay gg@ () = fafiser waa @
2§ W1
A SECICREE © Sl it
, 3 T ERIFECUE
p 4 | gw | wfEgE
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FEATIUET WA qARAEOn -
TS |

et s fagen aw wag  faed
QIR —

Tgevagueie e fyufad  fasta—
TNgd | fygaserasEn IO RTE g —
HYTGEAAIATS TAETARAT 1T | a9
AT A qa

a1 MARATE | st wiwg g =t .
qqERsiafaaiges | €9 1 @R
£y !

gagusd | § 1M =t wagwaEt -
agd |

? 9! gEagugEnn@i  frdgasd | §

ER
o
sqf srgeEiiatal ggEeETt dgasd g
g Ei=
szifgatal sga @Ed ETIEgasa |

, 17 to 20 Budddhist Formula—

Note : —Itis a dharani or magic litany for the

protection of a building or enclosure of



( &)

some kind which belonged to a monk.
It contains the prayers which begin with
an invocation to the Rois and Urnisa and
white parasol of all the hagates Itis
of special interest to Buddhist iconogra-
phist. The worshipper 1s depicted as
identified with the Lord Buddha. It may
be assigned to 12th century A, D,



(c) Sitala Temple Inscription of

Lines }

» 2

»n 3
» 4
» B

Yakshapal

=it angzatr | fAegagascqug it
Frfa e qavs SeIEEE Fad SE5-
Emag N Wig ¢

o FRrEEIRdS  gear SN |ifadt-
A TCAET 1T TG TR T |
st AATT—

a1 glwafaatsana stawa Redasaa-
saqmtatats: g amat o seaa aga
figgrga—=

fam GYa: geaeaa Swia a fadbaera | o0
% EENIEIsE I ARE]y 39
AT

19 || aeiga Aeamgfad oA freaea
T B shwea: erdaaan AgERHq afaq

, 6 aift wign METwIamtueT 38T W

» 7

fraufy SEwERTEIEE WE | @9
foqre
e qeigaE @ weaw s i
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aw fgaqamas | owm 9w gEeAr
TIEAF T A—

Figal g7 (aiglan qafT || aensTaa InE
saa aweasaE fao aafa faf & -
o a\'(%iafwn%rfqga\ TRISTFAT CAF-
arggaTuasfagar-gnf | Inmfeasafx
ufa fg

i YT siRangarar fa ffafagglag
IfRFEHR w | gatmaaa Gag e
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seerIAged_ U || qIREETAT AT
AT —
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qg T—
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qism. gNta: | SgEeiRawe saaafy
frdmfeman A=y afiaesadamagie
faean aqamfia—

AR || FIIAAREENRS  TuirgmmaiEs -
sRtgia safwa e wran aftaifeas
sifsear fg—

fagearagizeg o g=t si@an AEE-
fraadwsfen: wwa Graega | A
ffer aEEiag—

FAAEIGNY AEY (FERRAAL FEEAT
fasrmfgemgaram g4 | FTNAFANBE
fgfasaim  #3Ra@

T WAEAAGE  @aa g9 ao
T || GAIFEHE! ATAEAAT FHA GERIC
qAg o APIIIR—IU—

s G W A | ARt S
o g w1 guAdgs g3 gufaw-
FAGAW

farfaamat st qararfaan 0
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(d) Gaya Stone Inscription of
Govindapala

=1 =i eafes a@ woRR gREE 1 AEQ
fgeta qug |
FIE % TAYTT AA=qL FASAORA A
FAgATT—
A GFT 3R FE avaaE]
st {asga@y—

;};ﬂr@ TgEqEEATAT T || afarss-

faquifeds: oft ecauige gam agraq |
gy 1

afeey IEEEas SAEa ga Ay o
AR T—

fo dregs weivat gfala @ear  qgasw
qHEgE—

gifta @t qanfwaFras Aaes | I
sit qURT

aQ it geE Aat | BregaTsdsa anam
faatfas |

qua:
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Fd g g e fare e
i FaTrE—

q FRws || e gy vt
I gaq | NEga a—

TalgeE s SeEFe aEEE Ul sfers
QARATSIEE WIST A

qrAfggn | @R aEed fEaw  wREEs
asEH_ L aufe—

R a1 A YD fafaan Jaw_ s
HAFATCIT, |

St SREATAiE AR TS -
AR 99 HEH |



11. Pratihara Inscriptions
(a) Mahendrapala’s Inscriptions
Lire 1 @ryg ¥ =9 gig Qo sAufergya U
Hegaaa—
» 2 AW FAMC AFA Jagem: graniEa: i
(b) Somapura Vihara Inscription of
Mahendrapala—(found in Gaya District)

1 geag & 9 AgFgamQsaiag—
o 2 T @S Ny geiTea—
(c) Guneria Inscription of Mahendrapala
Line 1 @g7aqg e SRt
2 gfg sl qu—
=fea o wReE T—
T O T
" wilaw_qIHTIE®
y 6 e sfigw o= ol
Note :—It contains the usual Buddhist formula—
¥ 9¥ ¥g 9T
Note :—His Nalanda Inscription is undated=e
Few more inscriptions of Mahendrapala
have been discovered in Bihar.
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wn B e
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[c] (i) Bihar Buddha Image Inscription.

of Mahendrapala
1 it gEegarRRTOST QEqEET =gd Hi—
2 wfgr ga afaggmam fag gew fa—
sy 8 Wl dtqwEl gemed
4
5

EL]

Faaataw afaTi——
faafafa |

»

9
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«{(d) Dighwa-Duhauli plate of Mahendrapala

39

bH]

b2

« 9%

10

(Chapra District)
WASSEEl  WEOST s RUE® AR
TIFARIGATE: A1 PERsagasa: 9T
FEWY  WEWT o TE@UT  JTEFEAIT-
FRATFIATE: A Grgd FeIATA AT
AW WERIT ot AMAEZ  ITREIIRATR G-
e ol AIISAAAGARA TCHIEE AR
AEUS ol UANEIAEET  TATAF AT
AHTREI I (AT BRI 3
WATTEE TAERAGGeAE: A=z ag -
F5ATEETH. QAR AW ATT A AR
qIERA: ||
o wafg N aPwaaAnfaaRs Newars-
TR GFTAES AT TCATSTAY
STIERT
q@ | AEaTear: afq | st G-
q¥T q AGFH A G—
AR AT AqEE fageea afafaa
augiqata)  sofifa

fga o Gsq@ERs TR AT
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ERERELECEC LR

wnfs: geaTfaggd | EAcefEEiE HgR
FENT AFFIIC —

WIORAIEIUT  @fag TR @EFS SR
aiangw gfanifza zf@ fafzea |
wafgaugueasaw sfaafalacasm  waw
frday enasaia wew gg—

gaar 3fF 1| shaEis gy mEwe -
I || EFET

Yoo 4o ¥ WT gfr o faagw |l



12. Stray Inscriptions

(a) Maner Copperplate of Govinda
Chandradeva (C. 1126 A. D.)

Line 1 @fq JI3@rsBIgE@sEisgsas: |
|l graE @ fra: fadeg T ||
AEE Wag dgmazmae-aag fan—
w 2 @g| sEifgaEntET wf gmn amn am-
fa=z sz

Note —The Lar Plates of Govindachandradeva
throw some light on the history of
Bihar. The king records that when he
was 1 his restdence at  Mudagin
(Monghyr), he, after bathing in the
(Ganges on the occasion of Aksaya tritiya
in the bright half of the month of Vaisakha
(1202) granted the vjllage of Potachanada
in the Pandala Pattalla to Thakkura
Sridhara, a Brahmin of Kasyapa gotra
whose three pravaras were Kasyapa,
Avastasara and Naidhruva This inscrip-
tion also refers to the Turuskadanda.

(EI—VII—P. 98 ff.)
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TSRy R A AT fas |
TFATTAFA-TI sNATied 3w 1| aean qqa-

A1 AFE-CAEF: FEAGTATSTA! (Teaeaiaaa-
wafaface

ot TegRAig®m | AN RIS TFT
ot wrmfagufrusaaad f1—

frwdqfaaa | Soifa siftgmaaeng-
B @ DICIDENTH

afiqmgaiterer | Facageafad  gEa
faSredt Faufgar agadt Tagwga—

firs || st wgae sRfgde-gsmia-
frway fasma S+ | g@RASsIEE-
faa: qafae sgifea siEc- 9o gfemn |
g fEFaTaqany g AT
SHPTIGHATAT AL FAFAEIATCET | TERA-
fafmaEgTRaraigggias: QW 9a-
gifg—

T Tuwal Fefadiame: | aegaEd e
SEIREIETEEEIERT AFUSITIRT ALE: | iFgl-
gagagal sAAwat A Mg FF zfa 99—
g SAFGOR: EE P BLL G G R
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gaeeaalivz 37 g dEEE: ||«
HE T —

FEEIETI || ATERFA RIS
qEATAL qH-AREAL faqgenaia-st sra-
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qui 39 Ied Am faafad e o
T T
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FanfrremmitsrRee fastiwHfatasra-
IRET A RTEAAAFTRAFAFAT

famRgnEmea™  NgaafEnld 9 an
fafgaeg waat wnafctafaas s aaaa:
A EATWHC AHTITHL GIAATTTE
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<1t wERaEI || aTnaEafEa: o
I AT AT A= AN

AMFENE aRAAUW B e qrad-
waig: || agfadge g awhn anaihn o
T qET AW A 9% || agrRad ||
MAF qUAFSA ACABAF AT gEAT-
A TAIRE T SN G5 -
CIRFATLRAR 9 | a9 HfEHFER—

@ wfwgwr @ geafa u egwi awgsiar @
gXa Fgud | @frseml Ffnmn fafa
wgasay | wezdvagwiiy avafy aff —
¢ | WA G TART AWEF T |
RHATATAY gEF BT Tifas: | gFwga-
qEe SR JasEEgien 1 aegg—
AR qUACEIE  gEd SR |
fratemme  sfemfa wfwem &g
g || FierAfraatE agatooe—

AEASAGY (TN | SIS
fargmmtaui T G@1 AL WAHAE 1)
fafad << qmezs sas 376 A -
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qray wgmasfas oAl gwiideaTass
qEIGEAE USgA A FW I I 9
ATIF WEHIUST THA

T GTANEEEAT NN QEFIISSg |
FMIAT  WIGL  CETAT  BEATR (A
Naq. &I TH IF9E sEEHE ST T
S GHIY GEIEY EINB FQ T 749 faat
Al ASAAHAIIVG - FIAT  AEISCTAR
wemEias g d@umyy A fawd

coqug afvggafaEE agan () ar
T TwYA T= agrEt-a s ageggata
aeifasifiiEmaggata s

wEWEs (T) wgmgata (fa) wgraafas
AErEIeia® qEEAE  ATTTHEUS
AFHCWEAR A 1 () aeas  qgwzs
aiRus qrafas AEEUESTEE  GEIEaE
AEMETFAF  AEEAUUT  ALA 55
gifas  gfagias |TE @ueTd  autd
Rt

Masardd matgy ¥ - searaadl aw-br-
aft  gaeSsnfyay wmafs Sewafa
gmfyafs = qamg waawg, | safdfafes
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10 geefiess sgdwEtzn  arfes:
AN AHATE QRITC AfMgIEs
(afaraqiizs) @ufufaam (@) adeas

11 e awmdSieieer sfaay Fsewe
T AEAGIRW  wifqSeAnad - S9ed
a0 Bracatatyfanta v ofeEd |

12 =@ wz shpswiea garg agde fags |
(=) TFIZHAE AFATEIITTAN | gy
fatya FraaaEaEEET °

13 @ N waFm gy st a3
Larert HAUTAA. S SAEEE:; w1
wiatues ystausegs faea gy

14 Fig afiw@diE: =@ gadsqqgia a
W gafegewad  ggwafiesy
ety wis: agEed el faam
fadmme (@) |

“ 15 Twn gaadl 9gE 9 AT ST a9

3

TAITANE, A ST Bl ST ||
TeAeg egH e o saar ae
16 gwrRaAfd qfa faad T gan oy

FFOJTAG TEQ HAT EArwQ Asp
gﬁ: FL THIZAT 3¢ & FERAT 1]



( 228 )

» 179 @WgERy  ggdEe  suaeed, 4
REAREIC T (O CIGER Sy O
TuEE faere 9% TaAradg frdan: <

,, 18 TATEIETEY aaIwT gf ey Rrawasn
g9 GeAAug gEIeatrad st o
Ty ENPYIFL AJAT.  GRT g |

, 19 ¥ fudt Aftwdeggeggan et a1 SrEa o
gy fafessm @raf@ 9 ()
7: || g aifegerryhia agams gEhET 4

, 20 QAiEE () ggeIu  gewenEr  (9m)
faaEiTaT | agxie. gasy fraafaa
FFRIFIIAI a9 A a1 () W9 (asmaid
TIGTSTET J1 1l AT

, 21 afgeawarfyRiefaafasatae agafza o=
AGRRANET J@ WERLHART | A qiE
Ty dmanfaa

,, 22 FEEAS qEarEfan () TIALIE. EIEar
e || gAeEs aY qats awmgfaEc
SAEAE (TR (s |

., 23 deEAwrE | geawn 9gEgEeatt ghumed
w fafgai uenfew zfa saweeal ST
FUAAT. || AFEHET FA1 RS



( Qs )

5 24 WA SSNEE: (AT FFAE Feqraqr
X (F) Wage: | s e ang
sftam@ramd v, Tevaeats

, 25 @d fra i e Radoea. watet =
(@) % qqi9 faa g amg=iE TE
FAY qUfsaaitaat Isfammtiag | s@r )

, 26 ¥Fugg Qawfs  dlsufqasgasr @
Fitrgii@stanat Qd geenfaw: @) |
TQEA I NAGURAT WA FIEIq

» 27 Ffa tfesafe gawmfyfa  gRwEUSE
afer | aaemE gamtufaty MaRees geag
AT TCEH(T 9.) GHAARACT

5 28 QL FAfag | WEta TEgalg e
TRANF]. TR ¢ AN T FANwS 05 |
Twife Sug m@ agea i g (@) |
gl |

s 29 A T grn g 9l wyg W T a9 FR
N WA T TRACTF 1| TS T T4
FEAETIIET AR T L

,, 30 sifrer w@ed wid 9T Qe &d
FIEARTT FY (F) T AN A=
ghuftgT | wdt wargat
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C (i) Boram Temple Inseription (Manbhum)
(12-13th Cent A D)

Lime 1 siiwg fug gz

y 2 F@ Ew T fayg

» 3 WANEA ad@

. 4 = ¥ fagmw

5  sspal. |

(a) Rajgir Jain inseription of the 14th

century A D Text [First Stone]

(1) = A o T qAE | A A FEgEEEaT
frifceda: ferfy efpta: oo fo Tfaoe g
rheT WRyh | e et gaswei@fa gsa-
T o daraEEig aitgas (2) & s qeEweTE. 1R
g3 st gfv  gaaes  glardis-ase @ @snsti
() armasrw  (w) w@fy  oqEgst S
afpgarsge  afafefeofafwat dwn: o o fos
qrafg () wfrArdiosT AT 120 FAAIFAR
off sfeareniyar aan | gaid fafy @Qw gt SEr
ey fr 120 == shfggafaar afad Facamnta

T ot SAeg fresr yewad 13%: (4) Tt |
s aqggasty faftgafd @@ gaw W SiCH
OeEifaaty qod: a4 @eqan 191 TSR,

g—Manbhum distict has been renamed as

Dhanabad district from 1-11-1956



( %8 )

(5) g | TFER qET THRC R fagw A
fagaga §F | % #do@ swgErnfors adfs
HAadfystla Tt@ a0 | geng N aifEradadsg
gty | €] (6) faatmaay wiwwadiEm auEA
[T Y | qT VI% GEWHITELT WEEAA | A
TR @MU O yafenaied gea
gust | g # A =it 7w (7) gau gaw 9.
frarfe yfa afadEdn oy dgs afg=efl ggs
TAET gYed. alwy w9 auE aggay W i
atm —(g 7) T qegeg waeg aftqgu n@fe gda
T (8) SHAEIAFA  GIAITTTN  TEIFAAET T+ g
A | || SIS ST deared. @ w9 iy
faseway ger  faefadia waail qwleew ag
TRE gisd@t frRfamm (9) non garadt  quviEe
gaa fyfaan wwm @ [q) fagg =@ wfgen
amfyare g0 9839 @ IN(UAE AgOw ofh
geial. il g9 Jawala anfy gsgus s (10)
gife @y 9199 39UT | Inal Sgifas qar 99 qo%
gy IATT gACT 99 9§ T 18 SYNEIEEl 99K
ST 1At At @Hlfa eRfqesnEaafn | sagfy
gl @3q (11) T #f1 999 g @ 32 mewea
aTrleTEd ol fadtar = four wify srdfefy



( tRe )

fafarfien | g fderaesen gar aguaitian ngL
swafas gfraga Fagsraush qua (12) fgaaa
I TRER | AT agarl garded gaaegy
TS SFATHATI QR FAIHIFHA TLAA
FUNEET SEquUaE S@yS wena | gq9 Sfa
gga: 9gw (13) (ady fadiawager g fHg gh
aexdfa e zaxs | o gg AE faa wEs g9
Fg: quIRART Ggaiagte @11 feerd gacaw
mugd gaRAaETEa aqq arm g (l4) s gl
RAFTY EATIY qfA a5 AR aAaT AEag
IO | FEHRAT HAIA AGALE TS WA FAA AT
FE@ S9Tal [1¢ Y qermEfaaaar fasaasat =g 3
(15) & Praqedsar fama. | sar (@0 1) & TR
AfEgd af¥ adafise ggAlwang Fg A L&l
959 yAAEIAEERT FgEg@ET gITeEr i gl
duz e @@ g (16) faearfa FRAGATT T
wred qfta@Ear d (SR ?) LIWE 1l qa:
sy faw SsEsd oy g 3 Gt

JTEEC TAART Sl EgE GeErelar
3 [a=] |
Text (seecond stone)
(17) gafaamfa]  aEig | e gad
T T waRat I AEALAG, figraa @ a8



( )

FEHRL 198" **(18) TRTAY Fe@ar 1 fra: g
. fq gea avarad fade fcargaty ged = saaisT
iRell wevg  foegmgfen aawiggswin  fe
Gat 9) (29) afowezziac Sfasm=azfn gre: 94
qalaE: ¥4 qqaaat qat gILy gEiEar awd 1191
ga: wl ot famwsy gfm v dnqueeatc
(20) famfn ey AEUEIW  IETET  AFT
T IR 9% @9 q gaTaary swifa gasd
gsefafey faSdagafy ssiw =wefes | arafy @
gAY daised (21) ssied § AEnETET 9
ferer sifq san gqgeaa: 1230 =i ey [EdIRaU
fgmaTEs Mg aeEy. | gy it s 536
agfar frafy fuafa gaa 1240 feam (22) =
gamga i  faigdfaa  g9Er | @@ gg
qUATY TEIY  qugegEAl  afq wd gan iRl
famar Mfw szl s$Ea frafed swagasERE
TuFal Htw (23) fasda  sdammg afqgq Q@
TUEN faag @ SR Saa {ww =95 S
faa =gy afq wfw 1260 sSrwes  gHEC Sfafa
fafyr o o fama aeR gata@gae frga fifay

aEg N fag—24) T 1| FEr geamar s osgq
faaaada dEd qfusdwsw aneE  Saguars



( R )

Tgeas @R i 1271 SRAf g% quaEs  afsasan
% fasiwa e e gl | @aeg (25) @ awd
faaara @ sraeaar giaafafsaamgagli 1281 T=a
g3 glata [sz] fasFanes oieaa 999 99
faaw fafy o5 o Qg sfesw 9@ gam I=
Br— (8 feafamafeagn gam 1Ry qega fasad
quaftad: s wifFudasTeTd: | 3 99 waa
fysaaaftaell sEaRgaaar & segamn 301
TEEHTIY () TUA  ggTTTAT @g gaaw [$]

% [Ta] - 1391 agaguafyT g=gUs: #1 fagy gafa
AFERIUST 1391 HETA TEW @A GO
HIFETT | qTASST FICAME TEAFTT (28) T2 1132
AN Tymaggdzt It GATEF | qEESTAT TFRG
oft fmafeaa [@] zawe 1330 Fwiom sfassEmed
JAIEAEY T AL YATEAT AT TRAEAE, 191
T (29) a7 szeafafayfraastt feeagazaefa |
qgaafufey gfame wgadmaEaad [gh] i
ot a1 gAY FAGAT-AAT AT qAE O FAH R
fefi—(30) ua: fawiusies qadm Fa afissr H&g
guafzar gy gafasse (2811 o afggaafen fvs
g%, sfeamer | Fean fatasezar fataar sfefafe
wat HzeH, SR gad  eEFTA (1Y) @



(=3 )

guael Imifas grasaln amifEaEe nzen sfa
foen dga: oz swsafy ¢ o) o FIALW
SR TGIE ot Frweaafong: dwe oA Rrdggdsm
g8 (32) AT 1 oA WA gawEA 30 WeaHTAEET |
ofl Y f&aY qrea ammi g=2ft gaafy | wrggfante |
AR | g e iy afa@Er @ 3w R
ol AF@AAI wgA—(33) Wir AEEAEE )
wgq ofl fafq dawmczanat | g0 ge=gas| 2e

SIS GAEFRAT FC @ | oA qedag SEEe
gafia. | giag N @) aa i g8

(e) Champanagar Inscription (Bhagalpur)

wrfta oft w7 o aga @97 (283 UE. Que AT
AmEETEEY ( GEeEY ) R ( a9E ) gEA R
TE GUGET o GRET qEdiERaarEiay 5o
FegFT WELH Al FTIFTACTE, Ao o1 a0 TR
FAYT FGALTHTHATAE S 8o ot qran o ¥, oY
gArg aur guesll ¥ Amle off @wEa qEIEgsIe
foasg fretags s@g swaa  aftwser a.. e
yodt. afufesd afgat o Rraaesd

(f) Kulua Hill image Inseription
g AT Ffag I3 @9 9T qE Gg (agy

13. THE KARNAT AND OINWAR
INSCRIPTIONS (MITHILA)

(a) The so-called Simaraon Inseription of
Nanyadeva



( =¥ )

ayrg farg fag wfa wwad
e faoagy gfwfafe favang
w1 (@) 3 g fR wfEfaa
sl qva Y Fafasggare Trgd
—37gyT  Amag afeRa
qr% 99
""" gfﬁfiﬁﬁ?fa1a Nepal Vansavali
"""" frgug@a—
{b) Stray Insecriptions at Andhratharhi

(Darbhanga) and Srinagar
(Madhipura Sub-divison)

HATAT W wo o—(Srinagar and Andhratharh
{e) Adhratharhi Inseription of Sridhardasa
| wrEAFaEaSar JUGEE agQ@d
gelfa stfwar faey (5dE: S g
e qEIREIET (AF-0) WG gl
aq@ HfEEy. g sHaigs
ST TAAB fastaugeasa
SUGET SATYR | TR @I
TgiFdey freaifed | swamg F gAtnU—
qIEL. 1 A FUAET AreIR@ASICT "
+{d) Bheet Bhagwanpur Inscription of Malldeva
=it o Ae@gaed e

different reading in
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(e) Asi (Matiahi) Stone Inseription

AT 4 Fregesfinad

AT TEARY I

ITeaw Yafe sqwm |

TEETISEATTT § axaq ||

(f) Tilkeswar temple inseription

36 A9 GOE g9 (R9R) afwR s RusaTeR.

qife Ay Sa% gt fady e fa

A (7) 77 d@% gy e fam

AT gulage frear Svwassar |

() The Khojapur Durga Image Inseription

refers to the installation of the image of Durga
and the image 1s said to have been made by
Suryakar, son of Madan The date recorded

1s of considerable interest and 1s one of the
earliest recorded dates 1n that era. It refers to

@ (¥e =UE g ¢ gF (vide D. C Sarkar
JBRS xxxvu Pts 3—4 P 11 ff)

(h) Kandaha Inseription of Narasinghadeva
Dated S 1357

Line 1 gudtafy fawaw wa [fag =] dgwhfrssg
gUESTAE  FG AR | AR TFTHS
faie 0 i @) 3
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7

7

(1)

tafs—

( :R& )

[ -1z fag 330 ¢ [ gn? l-aw 5o
faffar frggw St FOSME SO
aftq—a

g-Jeq-ae 4 W qg@EE | g@r qaE

wavEg fafaar qacsd
qraaa i oft aifag yafaasn: srqrga

sra [ g9 aerEad W@—
fezaaisd | freqrsasaigya Aag @t
FHAT 13

weefzae frer ) [g] qaeaeTs: FIW
arfs ganfs 1%

The Bhagirathpur inscription of king
Kansanarayan

(L. S. 394 or 403)

s gfmrEy fafqaasta: sargal a9 -
afqaaeal afgauagiTa: |

festrawgasE gafa saEu-afsa-gan
HSANFE T 11

SiEee MG e IS G (I (GO O
AT " GrEIaUT, BT BT |
fpsI=asaaaANT I ANTAT TR



( tRe )

3 PrzafrqmussaagU T 93 HEd R0
7. TR i qEaTRT JIaFAasE® |
fagg fysanur qued IEa@Iay gqs
STACHIEY

FHear Araag.y. Ffag sa1. GIFEIFTERa |
foga YA fyaag seawa gdeaq 181
TfRT@afaay’ SAME T8 WAl 9%
tewwy afa * <%0

St A9 stwfa sl S AEer A Engar
faraa faaan STRTETE (1K1

TR BT FfGEA FAIT FAQAN F@AAGAAT
AL |1 BT AQHGITE@ ATTARIETFET |
q@caami g aamqmmmﬁtg%
g oS gwec e w SENEy

X g
e esliggAtayal  AEEEre
| STEg N

-(J) Barantpur stone slab mserlptlon (Saharsa)

MeraREd atesT akwa fagmam g a0

FaT QIS e asq faggy fasd |
(K) Madhuravamshwara Temple Inseription

= ﬂﬂ‘g\'ﬂﬁﬁ 1

g el Aagfaae: SAgat HislT gea

qqE) A MIFETEIIAE  FACEIE
TS |



( == )

ARG gAd IR I EaTeTF:
A e e afwde  grda-
QT 1
qea sfimeATaiafagenas gan: aady.
stFEafEY A SAAHLTT: (1R
simegwa St aiira: gfirsat aagise
FIATAT BT |
SgeERrueELas amr mft §%  ZEa-
ST WAL 1130
wirg farRwan ssnasE s
EEAEETf AEASTIINSELI 1Ll
EFITFANC Mg ndw s
FEAuE &g 9gfa agEE aitas @ifaar iy
% QA (254R) Wofafry @ ga
qEY, 9 @EKaisty wsaiy fas gy
gfa¥ |
SrlEr T IESAUSTAE a8 73T a gl
qafag e (Ao wEr wata ugn
god qUAEE L qe@r faata gm o it
RATHFEE TAaAr Fea I wfEga |
qeAEr faae Jgfafss @q afasst fqfy
TERISTANT GHELEU TAT q= TAT wsll



( e )

FrraTmgtargs v fecargham |
ATEARAHEA T qrfey Fafr v

(L) Videswar Temple Inseription
=t it ol ageEfag @7 e
feifas MEg T ady aag 9w AT,
SERRIEEP I G R C B E
TANTCLAT FTEAT Foraim Saa u g
TR GUAE Staraad @ 9% 19g aray
ATty gA_ (s faggrar sawmET )
TEDEITR AANTITAL TUETAT TRa%T
T TGN TG T TG GAT R
I gaalsy WEge sl fgsar g
Il ERCNIE 9EW 0@ AW |l fadT
ameE framar gfwfn gd @a@EEag
a6 o0 gEAZ [AW 25 IqF =T FIATE LN
wgEEadia  a@aar  aEmar e
fyedfe wleen giigu faearn qEEEa-
T ol qeagmAw 3d  AfqaEEEd A
s femfzafaar MU FEREH 020
WF @ T USHR UFET ARIL
dewifa frafa decEy srfeaamfeat
R Fzacaw 3 fifcn 3R aead @4
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(M) Two Land grants of the 18th eentury
[Granted by the Maharaja of Darbhanga]
ofi TEwzH  GEA  IAEFHIT L
gttt ghelagfeuatigear e
WA @EEIUTA] TFEAl AT |
crent AfETES  SRTAUEEIERERT S
S gwwz zearaizarSs Gug Sy ugu
TFH n9g¥an
() fafg —aenfeg frad saq@a@aw  geaEdi
glea—s Qagratafn @d  aga@g®
s fora | gal A saeazaEd
Teq WEREE TN GrEaiEEegaiy
39 TFC GFFEEIE. 11401
. A swata s g:i'“a:?r avfaseg A
4] A TFa. Frag T QA=A |
FEEIRE G 9% aqEr Than  aueair
aferafie @ =gEgT  wgw  sfasst
firqr 131 gE AwtuE geAtany  sifsg.
g @ o0 o AN g fag gafa: dafeas.
Qe | moEtataer a3xa faau amEs
qEAH WE gRA ageamimy ((6c8)
ST gewEifaE 121



( 32 )

zat gfafhat fewma gfed aan gft sfy 2
gas: afiq@ata i@ a3
g8 sag@@ata Fiadar Ja1 sagenta
MAART Aqaeg acF GFz GEEBEE 1R
gaAHeg erfea )

(n) @Ra | qUHT  wFWITAITAR@TAT GEAER
AW faaE wed a3 EaEERee: |
wFAE R qa wEd gsu afassitua
Y uswgE: g@  wEawen  fauaat
T 1
IRBEAARA! T FRASTTE  TAA TH-
T STTCITARSTTR a1 |
QIR gamawar gy deead R
wead! adl wEd ¥ ghraad 1%
& fatrargang T TEEEAAEAE
N safag gaggl s geqa |
TN FFAC waE fhfey e afs
&5 IR sty B yfeey gfewd 3
AE Tegaaadiecfay (25e0) TSN
T W Frafae) s sy g At |
WA Afay waray g doRd

FTRMEEIAF  FITFANIAGITE_ 131D



€ 3R )

fma sfqureaare agameaeitg o
qagal Bma fad GEf Rl
Tz oAt el afi@l g wiE
fact few sfaw agad ceam T
Fafaa iy

TUHYIFUSATSH  afRgic S g
AT G (A Afassad |
waER fafrwn Faas g g
BT 9T G W I gfaws i

APPENDIX

(1) Sanckhar Inscription of Ballalasena
(year 9)
fagH TAET R TAEET qae 18l TR

@fega || wes o Tw=fzaugm 1 wsuRy
~Erwe

(2) Lai Inseription of Vikramadevi
(year 32)

¢ fagw n gRaly TR T—
v WEf’T—%ﬁ O E MR (G q’gtrij“.
3 $ﬂ ﬁl’%q%sqr: | |¥gq 3\3\ ; ......



(1)

(8) Kauleswari Hill inscription of Visnu -
gupta
¢ faEq 1 ITAMERE AL LT
A fasgy
Q e ""6% ‘ﬁq(l\.ﬂg .....

(4) An inscribed terracotta plaque
(This is in my possession)

Reverse 1  # geaisey
2 N ggHwd

Obverse-1 o gw Y (q1) T () fga~++-
2« (@9) 9% T ([A_9)

3. TWH wWASAD
4 Fu(E) TR
5 =iy

(5) Vatesvara-Asthana Stone Inseription
1 fagql =wwe faa Gdwww geag
Tgd TR
2. a7 95 A" ol 7% T g |

6 Kandi Buddhist Image Inscription of
Ranaka Samudraditya

1. fqg® | YITEEEA) 99T AEW™
S WS WF GGG T |



( 222 )
2 oftagmftass aga gaw  agaalc
MARA  qraE qE-hg T R
e |
3 TRWE UsHA  wA AR TR |
a9 Hid. |
(7) The Dudhapani Roeck inseription
of Udaymana
Line—1 [=]
SR EnfamragameET ANl (5% | At
£ [satglar o ad] = &2 51 [ gean (@] =@t
@ g[f%] J=: 1 (14—1 F)
T[7] w3 graemmairas Aenfzfagias (%)
fag. sft=nfy qumda afyaifzae.
Line—2 o0t asw [w]rar 5 fEd@a
M (7] w@ied deasagad [Fa] 97 T
e [we] ¥ o=ifq g [=] |asfeafa gu =7
Fheafer [7@] a¥ 18 (Read wfew fr ) afwst
wrceaa | qmtufy [a] dveamEeg  gearnisaEn
(Read gs9s—F Note) I 19—IV
q. giy fagsnen aman @ fran |7 1(1)

Line—3 s@tsmw Faify Frsass fg fuafs n—V
kY N N
gIuuaiuwmiuregs saf 45 4



( 3% )

Toraaerg. AqrEizadsa gartssta u—V1
wsTaEETAETaE iR il |
| (91) BT anwwd  ffagaea —ViIl
I FHigq FEg—
Line—4 Al@aya-3egqiU=
T RU T feagmady &
AqFA T () 97 ferdand dewa
Jawr 1 20—VII
AR G (F) 9T T LU FOQ Gy
Rl smfveiigirag 21 (Read maesan)

Line—5 3oy wegeanat
I TEFTUFRATIFFR FAHIaE
RIS g 74 (3) faw o aglaanfafayg: -IX
fymm (fq) Magfrdwassgata [T FAabe @w-
adfagzigFifa 22 (Read—TgweigHiia)
AT TFHERIgIA (e (qifg and auita)
qeet R wawataam [fa] st —X
g A

“Line—6- =7 A [&RA=1] q5M: I
Terfagixiae (Faa)
fifagtstsw: (Fafaw) [F] wngaed
Fifiseraa: Raafas 1 —XI



( 18 )

a Amrty (faga) Faifrgeiaat

qreeH (54) FaAsgwaafaInRETT n—XII
Line—7 @AY @ we(qaasad |

TEEEE T (origmally | was engraved

but 1t has been altered to Gl*ﬂ)?{gtﬁlﬂf{% uXIII

TCRAFARHUCT AW ] *T () q=T 0

gfirst oAt SASSYIIAARGIAETT (1—XIV

TINT AT THEITT 597 |

$oaaE aeaift seaantEEgTa 1—XV

Line—8 sreutgifatgAd Taard gd ()
—FIAIFIGE FHAT
st fifaeg aferafia (@) 59 [3] = [|@] =afqar
AT ReqAF 1—X VI
gSERAA! FALET qTTAaER
AFAATAGTE T 35 QA |
ST AT ATg T gleqaaiad—

Line—9 faeatfaaifuzgeags=a.—XVII
s e fafy sfasamranmo@E?
aed (sa9geRg. [ fagaramife [ar] @
Qlftat-amaairefigazs fa: s amia <
eataiea asqafeatalaFRRaE g9; 1 XVIII
T A AIFA A AU R qeatfistar |



( e )

Line—10 ﬁ%QQQQQquWmmﬁ AFREar: |
ARG FT g e Rerase-:
TRIA MER e 1—XIX
ANAIA ARG T AT |
TERATY et aEd fraastaa: [1—XX
A A, senar [1] af

Line—11 wqes |
aEAFCIgIRE ¢ gsrmsEE 1 —XXI
TaTegvaRTEtie afiade. |
smaraaxrm\ﬁr-ﬁgam agigfy —XXI
qeg qwrnmraragar [= 9] sfqwat |
aFdt T (7) 99 v(\oamz?mmﬁm —XXIII

RN ARRIE 35 T
~Line—12 HHIIAE
e AT TR AR A
SRR rEI N gAEstaEeiEg |
Feredaleaied TaFT MMEITT AAT-XXIV
AEANFAA T FTTNAC A B =T
% - 7 (f) wift fftaeagade

Line—13 TaeisiagsGarT-a@asean-

qeElgaRF TR Rl pmr—XXV -

Note —This mscription 1s important as 1t gives
us an 1dea about the growth of feuda-

lism m Ancient Bihar.
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(2) Two copperplate mscriptions from Baman-
ghati (Singhbhum) were brought to light
1871 They record the grant of several
villages and mvoke the blessings of Sna
The records close with the usual quotations
from the Dharmasastras (JASB-1871.No III
P 162-169)

\b) An scription dated 1665 A. D. mmportant
from the pomnt of view of language
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